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PREFACE 

This seems to me a valuable book, and I am glad the 
London Argyllshire Association has encouraged the 
author in what must have been a really hard work. It 
must be of interest to all branches of the Celtic-speaking 
people, not only to all the Highlands and all Scotland as 
well as to Argyll, but to Ireland, Wales, Cornwall, and 
Brittany, where the old language is retained, if not 
always as a spoken tongue, yet always in their own old 
names from the same or a kindred origin. It may be of 
interest to even those outside the Celtic circle to learn 
how much of true and important history lies dormant in 
the place-names of a country. Argyll is exceptionally 
complex in its history and therefore very rich in its 
names, and I am not surprised' that the author found 
many of them to be difficult to explain, and some even 
impossible. 

The several layers of names left by succeeding 
races come out very clearly. There are the " bottom " 
nances of the pre-Celtic race, variously named " Iberian," 
"Pictish," and otherwise. These must be difficult to 
explain, perhaps they never can be explained. 

The Gaelic names are by far the most numerous, but 
they seem to be coming well into the control of Gaelic 
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vi PREFACE 

scholars. They are always poetically appropriate to the 
land-features of the country. 

Norse names are surprisingly numerous in some 
parts, in the islands especially. This shows what a 
strong hold the conquering Norseman had upon the 
West, through something like five hundred years. 

The chapter upon the names derived from the 
Columban Church, seated in venerable lona, is especially 
interesting to all who have watched the influence of the 
" pure Culdees " in the spreading of Christianity. 

I am very glad to accept this work on behalf of the 
Association, and I hope it will be appreciated by our 
people as I believe it deserves to be. 
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"ARGYLLSHIRE" 

By His Grace The Duke of Argyll 
Written for the " London Argyllshire Association," April 1902 

Who knows Argyllshire's story 

Can Ull all Britain's fate, 
Since there the Romans' glory 

Broke, at her Highland gate. 
To leave to sons of Erin, 

To bring the Scottish name. 
Where blessed by holy Kiaran, 

A town has kingly fame. 

For there the stone of wonder. 

To Eastern Magic known. 
Was brought^ the Oak thwarts under, 

Great Britain's Crowning Stone I 
Kinloch, Dunadd, Dunstaffnage, 

Three forts of old renown. 
Safe kept that stone, the presage. 

Where Scot shall wear the Crown, 
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"ARGYLLSHIRE" 

Once more lona / waken^ 

With Choral song the deeps; 
Lift fear from hearts sin shaken^ 

Where great Columba sleeps : — 
Green isle of white sands — bearer 

Of happiness and doom — 
Dyed with a hue y^ fairer^ 

The Red — of Martyrdom ! 

Argylts sweet dewy splendour ^ 

Looks over Loch and Sound^ 
Whose purple lights attend her, 

Imperially crowned/ 
And kissed by loving Nature, 

In Ocean's arms she lies, 
Fair fenced with hills whose verdure, 

From Isle and Mainland rise. 



She knows she gave the cradle. 
From whence has Empire grown, 

And proudly minds the fable, 

" Scots rule where stands yon Stone.** 
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INTRODUCTION 

I HAVE undertaken this rather difficult piece of work, 
first, from a feeling that it ought to be done, and did not 
know of any one else anxious or ready to do it, and 
second, on behalf of the London Argyllshire Association, 
who have shown a keen interest in the matter, and 
readily undertook the considerable expense which the 
publication entails. I am quite aware that the work is 
far from perfect No person could make it perfect; 
and certainly no one in my position, with my poor 
scraps of available time, could do it better. I believe 
it is as nearly correct as any one could make it. I say 
this not for myself altogether, but because I have had 
the constant utmost assistance of competent friends, 
whose only regret has been that they could not assist me 
more. Their feeling of weakness, as mine also, has 
been because in a work of this kind, even fairly com- 
petent knowledge must fail when the outmost limits of 
reliable history and language are reached. The scope 
of such a work as this is practically without definite 
limits. In the case of Argyll this is peculiarly true. 
Far beyond the time of the Dalriadic kingdom, there 
was an intimate contact of the land, now and for so 
long called Argyll, with the hoary history of Ireland — 
a contact more easily felt than found out or definitely 
stated by any one searching in that way ; and far beyond 
the accepted Norse invasion of the early ninth century 
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xii INTRODUCTION 

there is abundant evidence to show that the Norseman 
was a considerable factor in the historic dawn of the 
Western Isles and the West Highlands of Scotland. 
Then there is the great chapter of the Columban Church 
—one of the cleanest and finest chapters that has ever 
come into the life of any people— to which we owe more 
than can be easily measured or ascertained. There is 
beyond all this the fragmentary record of a past race 
and people which must have come appreciably into our 
making, and have left us a few *' bed-rock" names, which 
are the despair of the historian and of the linguistic 
historian particularly. We know that they long ago 
passed away ; we know that they have left us a few of 
their bones in caves and " barrows " ; we believe that 
they have left us fragments of their speech in our place- 
names, and perhaps in our language; we must believe 
that they have left us a few drops of their blood — and 
that is all we know or can believe regarding them. 

The Gaelic language is the big factor in the place- 
names of Argyll — and it carries far. It has been there 
from the ^* beginning " as we appreciate time and tide. 
The Church did not detract from it, but rather added to 
its fulness. The Norseman tried to blot it out, as others 
have tried in later days, but it has survived and prevailed. 
It conquered the Norseman and his tongue, and it will 
do the same to all powers whatsoever. It is written in 
the rock. The first purpose of my effort is to make the 
writing intelligible, lovable, indelible — ^to provide a hand- 
book to the great original, that all sons and daughters, 
and even fosterlings, may know and understand the 
voice of the days that are gone, as spoken for ever by 
our native hills and streams and lovely valleys. I am 
sorry that I have had to present it in so barren form. I 
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INTRODUCTION xiii 

could have clothed it here and there with a fine piece of 
tradition or romance, but had to refrain for reasons that 
may be easily understood. Any appreciable attempt in 
that way would have made the book too large, and would 
go altogether beyond its intent and purpose. I have 
no doubt that some day, by some one, my very dry 
skeleton will be re-covered in every limb with the flesh 
and blood of its great romance, and so restore its fine, 
full form. 

The plan that I have followed (p. 22) I have found to 
be very helpfuU It has the merit of historical sequence, 
and it has enabled me to go over this very large ground, 
as I believe, somewhat effectively. There may be 
omissions, and thefe may be errors, but I venture to 
say that from the one side or from the other, these are 
not very considerable. A very competent knowledge of 
old and modern Gaelic, as well as of the old Norse 
language, is necessary for the full interpretation of 
Argyll names, and while I may with some justice lay 
claim to the former, I cannot with anything like so 
adequate reason lay claim to the latter. Again, a full 
knowledge of local environment and history and tradition 
is necessary, which, in respect to some districts, I do not 
possess intimately. The local pronunciation of names, 
again, is often a great help, even a necessity — ^for in- 
stance, Killarow in I slay is there pronounced as the 
word shows, with the accent on the second syllable, but 
in Kintyre the name has the accent correctly on the last 
syllable, and this at once gives the keynote to the mean- 
ing of the name (p. 175). The tendency of the accent 
to come forward is strong to mislead. For all these 
reasons, error is always possible. Minute knowledge, so 
far, so wide, and so deep, can hardly be expected of any 



Digitized 



by Google 



xiv INTRODUCTION 

one person. I have, however, had the help of competent 
men, natives of such districts as I do not myself know 
well, so it may be taken that possible error has been 
guarded against as carefully as it could well be. 

Because the body of the book is so very hard and 
dry, I have thought that it might be well to indicate 
briefly the method that shows itself in our place-names. 
English neglected, and that prehistoric element already 
mentioned, the Gaelic language and the old Norse speech 
are the sources of nearly all the place-names of Argyll, 
The mental method, so to put it, of both languages is 
closely the same. The great number of names, from 
both sources, consist of two parts — (i) a general or 
generic part, and (2) an attributive or specific part. 
Gaelic, as a rule, puts the attributive second, the Norse 
puts it first, in the name. The Norse has ba-r-bost, 
the high-steading, or ^^town** on the high ground, the 
adjective being first ; but Gaelic has baile-^d for the 
same name, the adjective coming second. Both lan- 
guages use the adjective and the attributive noun- 
genitive, in perhaps the same proportion — ^the only 
difference being that just mentioned. 

There are exceptions. In old Gaelic the attributive 
was nearly always first, and remnants of that usage 
remain in our speech, and especially in our place-names, 
to the present day — for instance, glais-bheixm, gr^- 
mount; Mor-yern, the sea-cleft (p. 102). 

A few groups of place-name elements stand so dis- 
tinctly out from the main body of names that I refer to 
them specially. 
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RIVER-NAMES 



The River-names are the oldest, most interesting, and 
most difficult of all. Names like Fln-e, dsd-e, Oiid-e, 
8heil-e, seem to carry us back to the very limits of our 
knowledge and understanding. Ath*a, Foll-ai lol-ai 
belong without doubt to the same class, notwithstanding 
p. 69. The terminals are identical in sound — which is 
an indefinite-vowel short sound as near as can be to 
that of the English u in but. It is quite different from 
the unquestionably Norse terminal of Aor-d, Sbir-i, 
Lang-4^ which is the full open a, as in English car ; and 
yet it would be as unsafe to say that these endings have 
not had a kindred origin in language, as it would be to 
assert the contrary. All that can be said with certainty 
is that the ending must mean water^ or river^ and that 
the first part is the specific, attributive part, and in these 
instances extremely difficult The forms in -aidh, as 
Lbch-aidhf mdl-idh, Orch-aidh, are also old, perhaps as 
old as the others, and perhaps akin to them — the sound 
is that of English y, as it is expressed in Lochy, Maily, 
Orchy. 

The names in -aig, -ail, -ain seem to come nearer to 
ourselves, and to be easier understood in both their 
parts. Dubliaig, Eachaig, Taochaig, Sidleig, are quite 
easy; so is (}aodhail, Oaumeil, Teitheil; and so also 
nonain and Oaolain. These all, and such, are easily 
within the reach of the Gaelic language of comparatively 
modern time. Olas, as the river-terminal, in Dnbh-ghlas, 
non-ghlas, is certainly old. It seems to be essentially 
the colour-adjective glas; and seeing that the old 

nominative form is glais-e, there is a strong suggestion 

b 
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that it might be classed with Fin-6 as a descriptive River* 
name of the very old time, the meaning of which in 
later days was forgotten or lost, so that the original 
compound name was looked upon as a simple word 
needing a new descriptive, which was supplied by Dnbh 
and Fion. The ending in -lighe, as in Dubh-lighe, Fion- 
lighe (p. 77), is evidently the same as comes into the stem 
of Leven and Liver (p, 72). The River-ending in -ir is 
rare. 

HILL-NAMES 

The names of Hills are altogether fanciful. Figures 
and concepts of familiarly near forms and things are 
thrown against the sky according as resemblances in 
greater and remoter objects suggest themselves to the 
imagination. Omachan (Ben) is the hip of the human 
body projected, and that greatly. M&m — a frequent 
name for round, smooth hills — is the human female 
mamma, the ''breast," or "pap," thrown into big per- 
spective, as is also Cloch, so finely figured in "The 
Paps" of Jura. Oeann, the head; Mala, the brow; 
Aodann, the face; Onala, the shoulder; XJileann, the 
*^ elbow** ; and Tdn, the podex^ are all in the same way. 
Such names as Bnachaill Etive, the Shepherd of Etive ; 
am B6rd Latharnach, the Table of Lorn ; Oreideal Fbinn, 
Fionn's griddle^ are all of them, and many others of a 
similar kind, really fine imagining. 

The general and most common names for large 
mountains are Bemn, Sgilrr, Monadh, and Sliabh. Beimi 
— ^the English Ben — is always a distinct mountain, rising 
sharp and definite to a top or point, like Ben Dorain, 
Ben More, &c. The Sgiirr (a variant of Sgdrr) is a 
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scarred Ben, high and distinct as a Ben^ but rough and 
torn and scarred. Many a Beixm is sufficiently rough 
and torn to be named a Sgilrr, but when named Sgilrr 
the mountain name is always pertinent to its character 
and to the explanation given. The general name Monadh 
is that of a comparatively high mountain, not rising to a 
top, but long*extending and of uniform height in all its 
length. Sliabh is not a very common name in Scottish 
Hills. It seems to mean as nearly as possible not a 
definite Hill, but as much of a Monadh as can be seen 
from one side — ^with kindred in language to English 
slope^ perhaps. 

Maol, a very frequent mountain name, is simply the 
Gaelic word for bald^ used in the same sense, only 
remotely, as it was used for the ^^bald^*' or tonsured^ 
Saints of the old Church (p. 75). The name as applied 
to Hills is distinctly fanciful. Mtoll — a Gaelic word 
also — is simply ''a mass," or an indefinite *^ heap^'* of a 
mountain, and has nothing to do with Maol. The N. 
Mtti'r, again, which takes the same form in Gaelic as 
Maol, seems to have no kinship with the Gaelic word. 
The Norse word is always applied to a sea-promontory, 
like tie Mull of Kintyre. Many terminals in 'tnal, -va/, 
are Norse Hill-names from Mai-r possibly sometimes, 
but certainly often from N. daii and bvaiL 

Biod and Stob are not uncommon Hill-names. They 
are in a sense the opposites of the Gaelic Blaol. They are 
pointed always, and, usually, comparatively high hills. 

Tdrr, which seems to have remained in Cornwall 
more than in any other of the Keltic districts, is a hill, 
not very high, but always round and " flat." The word 
Torran, the dim., is used of a mound, or even of a small 
heap or round elevation of even a few feet high. 
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Tollach is very close to the meaning of Tdrr, but it is 
always upon a high ground. It also carries the feeling 
of having some extension, as in Monadh, but on a 
smaller scale. 

COLOURS 

Names with Colour attributives are so very frequent 
that I have thought a note upon them would be well. 

Bim is white, fairy and Gtoal is whiter but there is a 
very interesting difference in their usage. Each \^xl^ a 
white horse, is correct, but each geal is impossible in 
ordinary speech ; and yet the " white horse " of Rev. vi. 2 
is each geal, a vivid and powerful picture which would 
be exceedingly weakened as each bim. Oille bim, a fair 
youth, is in good taste, but gille geal would be ridiculous 
and even offensive. On the other hand, nighean bhto is 
correct for a fair girl, but a certain condition of mind 
not only excuses but demands the use of geal. A 
beautiful love song has it — 

Oed theireadh c4ch gn'n robh thn dnbh 
Bn gheal 's an grnth learn fhtfin thn; 

and in a song to '' Prince Charlie " he is spoken of as 
" Mo riin geal 6g." It is remarkable that he was almost 
always referred to, poetically, as a beautiful young 
woman. The snow is always geal by best right ; bim is 
geal— in the shade. The old word flonn, white, which 
is met with in old names, has lost its touch with the 
modern language. 

Olas is of very wide and various usage. Each glaa is 
the only correct expression for a grey horse, but ceann 
glaa for a man's grey head would be quite unintelligible. 



Digitized 



by Google 



INTRODUCTION xix 

It is always ceaan liath. The pale horse of Rev. vi. 8 is 
rendered as each glas, which one feels to be wrong. 
The pale horse ridden by anaemic Death is not the grey 
horse of Gaelic, which is somehow peculiarly and ex- 
ceptionally in mental association with force and power 
and strength — ^and yet we speak of neula glas a' bhids, 
the pale shadow ^ or cloud, of death. The Psalmist is made 
to lie down in the green pastures, air chlnainibh glas, 
and this seems to be an old and reliable value of the 
word. Islay-men speak ever affectionately of ile ghlas 
an fhedir, green, grassy Islay. Some may be disposed 
to think that this seemingly loose use of language shows 
an indiscriminating and obtuse mind in our language 
and people. It is not so. The touch and tinge of these 
words is outside the English language. The glorious 
gamut of the day-dawn as it comes down from the hill- 
tops into the valley, and the infinite shades of the even- 
ing, cannot be cast in even mental moulds nor limited 
by straight lines. Gaelic is the language of these, which 
grew from them and is of them — and that is the explana- 
tion of its fine and indefinite variety of shade. 

Oorm and XJaine and Liath merge into each other 
and even into other shades. Oorm is roughly translated 
as blue, XJaine as green, and Idath has its most common 
and most correct usage in the instance already given. 
All three are used of the waves of the sea, and any one 
who knows the sea will not ask a reason for this. The 
blends of colour indicated by diibh-ghorm, liath-ghlas, 
blue-black and grey-green, while showing an effort to be 
precise in expression, show also the kinship of the 
colours so blended. Colours that are dictinctly different 
are never blended. Dubh-liath, however, is the Gaelic 
name for the Spleen, but this is not a difficult combina- 
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tion; it is a fairly correct statement of the colour of 
the organ. 

Bnidhei yellow, has the same wide range of applica- 
tion as in English. It runs all the way from clay to 
gold up to the bnidheag, ''The opening gowan wet 
wi' dew," and it has most interesting " sidings," which 
cannot be here entered upon. I have a feeling that 
Loch-buy, M., is named upon the river, of the -e terminal 
(p. xiii.), and that this is the base of the name. Carnbuie, 
Dalbuy, Breidbuidhe, all K., are built upon it. 

Dnbh is black pure and simple. It needs no explana- 
tion. In the old language dnbh was used as a noun, for 
ink. In all names it is now used as an adjective. D6rch, 
dark^ seems to be related to dnbh as \Au is to geaL 
Qeal was the highest white, as dnbh was the deepest 
black. BJm is a degrading from white^ as dorch is an 
aggrading towards black. It is impossible to say where 
the one ends or where the other begins. 

Breac means spotted. A trout is called a breac, 
because it is ''spotted," and so is small-pox, the 
spotted disease, and so are " freckles " the breaca sianain, 
the pretty ^«w-spots upon the human skin. 

Odhar is one of the most difficult words in Gaelic to 
translate into English. It is usually given to mean 
" dun," but this dun is itself a Gaelic word, donn, and of 
quite different meaning. Odhar is a colour frequent 
in cattle, but rare in horses, in which donn is the pre- 
vailing colour. Odhar is a deep or dark cream colour ; 
donn is about half and half red (as red hair is spoken of) 
and black. The word is not far from the value of 
English ochre. 

Dearg and Bnadh (for which English only gives red) 
have a wide range, from the colour of the "roe," 
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which is the Gaelic roadh-ag, right up to intensest scarlet. 
In such names as Bealach-madh the adjective refers to 
the red earth, or to the red appearance of the surface — 
in this weak sense. The gradation is practically infinite 
between dearg and madh. 

Biabhach is usually translated as brindled. The most 
exact meaning, however, is that it is the colour of the 
lark — the riabhag. One of the ''titles" of the Devil is 
an Biabhach mtfr, the mighty singed-one^ an expression 
that may help towards a correct understanding of the 
colour — and of other things. 

Orlcdonn is literally grey-white^ from gxis, grey^ and 
flonn, white. This also is translated brindled^ but they 
are altogether different colours. The only element 
common to them is that they are more or less striped — 
riabhach, red and black ; grlsionn, gr^ and white. 



THE "DUNS" 

The name Dun is always a general term, but some- 
times it loses its attributive and becomes specific, as an 
Dim, an Diman. The primary meaning of the word is 
simply a heap — in fact, the " midden " or a dung-heap is 
an dim especially. In place-names the word means a 
low heap of a hill, or an old stronghold of which the 
remains are usually to be seen. When the word has the 
latter meaning, it often has with it the personal name 
with which its story is associated ; as Dim-Aoidh, Dim- 
Askain, Dim-Abhertich, Dnn-Bhrnchlam, Dnn-Oholgain, 
Dun-Domhnaill, Dim-olla(f), Dun - Uhnrchaidh, Dnn- 
B68tain, Dun-Sgobnill, &c. When it simply means a 
hilly the attributive is commonly an adjective — Dnn-bJkn, 
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Dun-dnbh^ Dnn-glaB, or some fanciful association, as in 
Dun-losgain, Dun nam mnc, Dun na mnir - gheidh* 
Whether of the one meaning or the other, the Dun 
may be named upon its surroundings or neighbourhood, 
like Dun-Add, named upon the river Add (which is really 
Fada, long^ with f aspirated away), the fort upon the 
(river) Add. Dunstafhage is the Dun fort upon the 
N. Stafta + lies, Dun-leacainn, the leacann-A/// (p. i6), 
Dun-troon=Dun an t-srdin, the hill by the knowe^ Dun- 
Oh&main, the fort by the cairn (Fincharn, the white cairn). 



THE FORMATION OF NAMES 

I have thought that a short statement of the way in 
which names have been formed might be a help. 

1. The simplest form of name would, of course, be a 
single noun, unqualified — but I have not found any, 
lie and Muile, and such, would appear at first sighi to 
be of this kind, but they are certainly compound. Bum, 
which is the only quite naked name I can recall, must 
have lost its terminal part. 

2. Single- Noun Names with the Article are quite 
numerous — an Oalbh, an Onap, a' Mhaol, na Torran, and 
so is this combination + the diminutive — an Olachan 
an trdban, an Crianan, na Feannagan. The ending in 
-an is masculine, that in -ag feminine. 

3. Certain regular terminations come into names 
such as — 

-ach {a) as one of the ; {b) the place of the ; {c) as the 
terminal of quality in adjectives — Breatunn-ach, one of the 
Britons ; Eiiionnach, an Irishman. Names under {b) are 
referred to (p. 8), and diminutives of the same class. As 
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adjectives, such words as biorach point-ed^ Gdbhlach 
fork-edf creagach rock-ed^ are everywhere. 

-a for N. ey^ island^ is constantly met in the island 
names — ^Dittr-ai Orons-a, Ck>lon8-a. 

-a for N. i, river^ is also quite familiar — kxxt-ki Shir-A, 
Laiig-4. 

-aidh, which has been already referred to in the 
River-names, has a locative value in such names as 
Largie, Lorgie, Machrie. 

-aig, also a River-ending, is referred to (p. 8). 

-ail is an adjective terminal, as well as that of Rivers. 
It is frequent in description — ^gaothail, wind-y ; grian-ail, 
sun-y. 

-ar -air -aire, as in machair, Ctonair, XJanaire, is best 
translated as the place of. Machair has been derived from 
magh, a fields + tir, land^ in the aspirated form of which t 
disappears. It is not impossible that all these terminal 
forms have come by this way. It is quite certain that 
all the fragmentary endings of names are simply withered 
fuller forms of the old time. 

-ain is the gen. form of the dim. -an, as well as a River- 
ending for abhainn, river ^ or old ain, WaUr. 

-ad as in leth-ad (p. 21) also means place^ or land^ as 
does also -as in Betol-as, the twtch place. 

-lach and -rach, in Beasg-lach, Mno-lacb, and Muc- 
rach, also mean the place of. 

All these terminations are found with the dims, -an 
and -ag, Lnachair-ach-an, Oadal-ad-an, Oiiibhas-ach-an, 
nr Aed-ag-ain. 

THE NORSE INVASION 
The Church chapter (p. 160) carries its own slight 
thread of continuity. A few more or less reliable facts 
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will be helpful to run a thread through the Norse names. 
Our first acceptedly correct knowledge of the Norseman 
in the West comes from the closing years of the eighth 
century, when he is known to have robbed and ravaged 
his way down through the Western Isles as far as Man. 
It is, however, quite certain that he was in the Isles and 
the West for a long time before this — perhaps for cen- 
turies. At first he came for plunder pure and simple, 
but later on he thought he would come to stay. He 
took possession of the richer islands and of the fertile 
valleys especially. Argyll was indeed "the Dales" to 
the Norse records of the time. In a.d. 852 the Danish 
kingdom of Dublin was founded by an Olave, son-in-law 
of Ketil the flat-nosed (Flatnef), who was at the time 
supreme in the Isles. A grandson of this Ketil was the 
man who pushed the Norse power into the mainland. 
There are two outstanding men in the Norse history of 
this time, namely, Harold the fair-haired^ and Magnus, 
called BareUgSf because he took to the kilt, the dress of 
the conquered people. It was a.d. 1098 that Magnus 
set out for the conquest of the Western Isles, not for 
his kingdom or people, but for himself. " The terror of 
the Scots was his glory ; he made the maidens to weep 
in the Southern Isles ; he made the Manxman to fall." 
He was killed in Ulster A.D. 1103. From his time on- 
ward it was incessant feud and faction, until another 
Magnus, the man who sailed round Kin tyre, attempted, 
in A.D. 1252, to consolidate the kingdom, and he suc- 
ceeded so far as the Isles were concerned. The Scottish 
king (Alexander III.), however, determined to have the 
Isles. Haco of Norway, hearing of this, came south 
with a great fleet that met with defeat and disaster at 
the Battle of Largs. This ended the Norse power. 
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Magnus of the Isles submitted to the Scottish King, 
A.D. 1264. He died the next year. In 1266 the King- 
dom of Man and the Isles came into that of Scotland, 
after at least 500 years of Norse rule. 

I have to acknowledge most valuable assistance from 
my friend Mr. Henry Whyte, of Glasgow (" Fionn "), who 
has followed every word of the work with almost as much 
care and anxiety for correctness as myself. I am in- 
debted also to the Rev. J. G. Macneill, of Cawdor, the 
Rev. D. J. Macdonald, of Killean (Kintyre), Mr. Angus 
Sutherland, of the Scottish Fishery Board, and Dr. 
W. A. Macnaughton, Stonehaven, for their willing and 
very considerable help. 

I offer the work to His Grace the Duke of Argyll, our 
Chief, who gave me every help that he could; to Mr. 
Samuel Greenlees, our good, kind President ; and to the 
members of the London Argyllshire Association, as my 
contribution to the patriotic purposes of the Association, 
with only one regret — that it is not better done than it 
is. If I can, I may make it better some day. 

I have put the groups of smaller islands, Canna^ 
Rum, Eigg, and Muck, under the Ardnamurchan head- 
ing; and Coll, Tiree, lona, &c., under Mull — simply 
for convenience. Working from the Ordnance Survey 
Map, I strangely enough took in the first group, which 
since 1891 have belonged to Inverness-shire. I should 
have been glad not to commit the mistake, for they 
are not at all easy — but ''it is no loss what a friend 
gets." 

My many cross references, although they do not 
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improve the look or the readableness of the book, are 
all for the saving of space. If I did not use them, much 
explanation would be necessary where they are used. 

A few reference marks are wanting in the Gaelic Voc. 
It would entail a big labour to find them. I shall be 
thankful to any one who may locate them. I shall also 
be glad to have my attention directed to omissions or 
clear errors. 
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THE COUNTY NAME 

ARGYLL, ARGYLE— EABAOHAJDHEAL 

This is a very old name. It is much older than 
Scotia and Scotland, as these are now used. It was 
not till about the tenth century that the name Scotia 
got transferred from the north of Ireland to the present 
Scotland. It is well to keep this in mind ; it will be an 
interesting side-light upon the explanation to be here 
offered of the county name. No such name as Scot- 
land or Scotia is or was known to the Gaelic language 
or to the Gaelic people. The present Scotland was and 
is ^'Alba" always. lUa regio quae nunc vacatur Scotia 
antiquitus appeUabatur Albania (C. P. S.). Malcolm II. 
was the first of Scottish kings called ^^rex Scotia " 
{circ. 1030). A writer of 1080 A.D. has *' Hibernia 
Scottorum patria qu» nunc Irland dicitur" — H.^ the 
home of the Scots ^ which is now called Ireland. 

Even the leading and great names ^'Alba" and 
"Scotia" have not yet been satisfactorily explained, 
but it is hoped here to be able to explain "Argyll." 
The Latin form of the name in old documents was 
"Ergadia" most commonly, but "Argathelia" some- 
times. Upon the first form a most distinguished scholar 
has based an outrageous interpretation, that the name 
means nothing more nor less than "cattle-stealers." 
Whatever of reason, much or little, may have been 

in the dictum of a Glasgow Judge, not so very long 

I 

A 
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ago, that ''a man must be a fool to let a cow out of 
his sight beyond Dumbarton/' it must be said that this 
derivation of the name is weak philologically, and cannot 
be accepted— even when it comes from Oxford. 

The native pronunciation of the name is Eara- 
ghjddheal, as given, or Araghjddheal in the northern 
part, which prefers the open voice ; but the name is the 
same always. It is shown in (D. L., 104) a erle orreir 
leil (the vocative, O thauj Earl ofArgyll)^ where n^y^ in 
its correct form ; so there can be no doubt that the 
true original form is Airir and Oirir-ghJddheaL Now, 
this first part is shortened from Airthir, or Oirthir, for 
the two forms are the same word and of the same 
meaning, and this again breaks up into two parts, air + 
tUr. The last syllable is easy ; it is the word tir with 
which Gaelic people are very familiar. It means tlu 
landf or the earthy and is akin to the Latin word terraf of 
the same meaning. 

The first part, air, or oir, remains in our language 
to this day in various usages, but all pointing in one 
certain direction. We speak of oir na sgine, thi edge of 
the knife; of oir na mara, the border or coast of the sea; 
of oir na h-aibhne, the bank of the river^-pr the edge, 
border, forepart, always — and when we say an Urd an- 
ear, the east, or eastern ** airt," it is the same word that 
we use. It is the place of the rising sun, the Or-ient, as 
English people say — using a kindred Latin word. In 
the very beautiful old Gaelic " Lay of Deirdre," which 
is at least a thousand years old, the first lines are 

Inmain tlr an ttr nt th-oir 
Alba cona h-iongantaib. 

—a lovefy land that land east-ward^ Alba with its wonders. 
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The forefathers of our Gaelic people were sun-wor- 
shippers, and in their worship they tiu-ned the face, the 
edge, the front, towards the sun rising from the east 
The back was iar, or west-wardj the right hand was deaf, 
or south-ward^ and the left hand toath, or north'Ward. 
Our preposition air, which till lately used to be written 
iar, means after^ or behind^ just as it means west. We 
say air sin, trfter that^ and iarthir, the West-land. To go 
deiseil, or to the right hand, was a right and luckful 
action, but to go toathal, or to the left-hand way, was 
esteemed a wrong and unfortunate course always. All 
this is very simple and quite familiar to the Gaelic 
people, even if they may not all or always know what it 
signifies. 

The oir-thir, therefore, was the "East-land," and 
oirthir-OUddheal was the '' East-land of the Gael" 

If there may be any doubt still remaining as to the 
origin and meaning of the name, reference to old Gaelic 
books and records will make it clear. A few examples 
will suffice. 

Adamnan, or little Adam, who was ninth Abbot of 
lona after Colum-Cille, the founder, and died in 703 A.D., 
has left us two notable works : his Vision^ called Fis 
Adhamhnain, and a Life of Colum-Cille. In a Gaelic 
version of the Life (L. B., p. 31) occurs is amlaid bias 
ferand imneic sec .L aleth firia muir anair (.L inalbain) 
7 aleth firia muir aniar i. aneirinn— 1/ is thus (or so) is 
the land (or province) of this son, a half against the sea in 
the east — in Alba; and a half against the sea in the west 
— in Eirin. This shows also how very close the contact 
was in this early time between the people of the north 
of Ireland and the west of Scotland. In a most 
valuable glossary, written by Cormac MacCulIinan, King 
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of Munster, about 875 A.D., he says (under word airber), 
air then is everything eastern, but Ir is everything that 
is western, i>. Irmtuna, West Munster; et ut dicitur 
Ara airthiTi Eastern Arran. Again (under word Mng- 
eime, '' the name of the first lapdog that was in Ireland ") 
he says, " Cairbre Muse, son of Conaire, brought it from 
the East, from Britain ; for, when great was the power 
of the Gael on Britain, they divided Alba between them 
into two districts, and each knew the residence of his 
friend, and not less did the Gael dwell on the east side 
of the sea quam in Scotica. . . . Cairbre Muse was visit- 
ing his friends and his family in the east, in Alba" — 
when he procured the dog. The word airther means 
a dweller in the east ; nom. pi., airthir, ^' anteriorum qui 
Scotice indairthir nuncupatur" (Kal. Gloss.). Nairn 
airthir in domain, the saints of the East (land) of the 
world (F. A. 4) ; and 

Sanct martain 8»r samail 
Sliab oir iarthair domain, 

St. Martin — noble simile 

The mount of gold of the West of the world, 

— Kal. Nov. II. 

It is not necessary to follow the matter any further, 
however interesting it might be ; there can be no doubt 
as to the meaning of the name. Argyll is '^ the East-land 
of the Gael." Let us take it now that this is clear ; we 
have still to ask. Who gave this name ? It is a Gaelic 
name in every part. It was given by a Gaelic people. A 
people, or rather say the dwellers in any country, are 
always named by those outside themselves. No people 
can rightly speak of an eastern land but a people living 
to west of that land ; and if a western people name an 
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eastern land as the East-land of the Gael^ it is an ac- 
knowledgment by them, and a proof to us, that even so 
early as the time in which the name was not even a 
name, but a description and a statement of simple fact, 
the people of the north and east of Ireland knew and 
recognised that the people of the west of Scotland were 
of themselves and one in race with them. The name 
Argyll was given by the Gaels of the north of Ireland 
for these very good reasons, and for a further and even 
better reason, if that is possible, namely, that there was 
no other people or person who could rightly give it. 

Argyll was much larger in the old time than it is now. 
It covered the whole area from the Mull of Kintyre to 
the Clyde, west of Drum-Alban, as far north as the lower 
borders of the present Sutherland. The Book of Clan- 
Ranald speaks of the Isles and all the Oirir from Dun 
Breatan to Cata— /r^ww Dumbarton to Caithness ; and the 
northern and the southern oirir is constantly referred to. 

The eastern limit was Druim-Albain. The Tractus 
de situ Albania (which, it must be said, seems to be not 
genuine) refers to Druim-Albain as " Montes qui divi- 
dunt Scotiam ab Arregaithel," the mountains which 
divide Scotland from Argyll. This name was in fact a 
general term covering the whole west of Scotland, 
which was, or was supposed to be, inhabited by 
Gaels — much the same as the word *' Highlands " is 
used, and " the Highlanders " — a general term for all 
the people inhabiting the A/^A-lands — are spoken of in 
the present day. There is no " Highlander " in Gaelic ; 
it is a southern and English name. 

In an Act of the Scottish Parliament in the time of 
William the Lion, Argyll was referred to as consisting of 
two parts, " Ergadia quae pertinet ad Moraviam " — ^the 
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northern part which pertained to the province of Moray, 
as against "Ergadia que pertinet ad Scotiam" — the 
southern part ; and in a statute of Robert the Bruce 
the same expression, " Ergadia que pertinet ad Scotiam/' 
occurs, and it further refers to '' terri comitis de Ros in 
Nort Argyl," showing that the west at least of Ross 
came under the name. 

By process of a political limitation which belongs to 
general history, Argyll got smaller and smaller until 
ultimately the present county is of very nearly the same 
extent as the old kingdom of Dalriada, which never at 
any time was co-extensive with Argyll in its full mean- 
ing. Not only this, but the name has come to be 
now actually limited to that district of the county which 
lies between Loch Fyne and Loch Awe — ^north of Crinan. 
This part is the Argyll, as spoken of by natives of the 
other districts north and south of it ; they always say 
''the County of Argyll" when they mean the whole 
administrative Argyll of the present time. 

It may be said that there is nothing in the philological 
history of the name, either for or against either of the 
English forms. Argyk is the older form by far ; it goes 
back with slight variations for hundreds of years. The 
form Argyll has no history, and is very modern. 

By Edward II. (1310) : "Potestas datur ]ohanni de 
Ergayl recipiendi Galvidienses ad pacem regis Angliae " ; 
and in the same year : " Donatio terrae de Knapdale 
facta Johanni de Ergadia et fratribus suis si poterint 
eam eripere e manibus Scottorum " ; and what is very 
interesting, this John is "filius Sweinei de Argadia," 
showing a Norse strain. In a.d. 1255 Henry III. took 
'' Eugenius (Edghan) de Argoythel " under his protection, 
and '' Duncan de Argatile " signs a document in 1244. 
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The words treated in this chapter are old forms which 
in their first use and application were simply descriptive 
terms, but which, in later days, have hardened into 
proper names almost always. It will be easily seen 
that they could not be adequately explained by the 
naked translation of the vocabularies, in which, how- 
ever, they all appear for convenience of reference. 

The way in which the names of the different parts 
of the body come into place-names is very interesting 
and very instructive. A wise man, Heine I think, said 
that ''the ego equals the non-ego," which means that 
man in his consciousness is equal to the whole world 
outside of himself — one of the most completely perfect 
statements ever put into words ; meaning that man, in 
fact, takes and makes the outside world to be like him- 
self, a sort of second self. This is, perhaps, the explana- 
tion for that the Gael gave the same names to the 
prominent features of nature as he gave to those of 
his own body — according as he saw resemblance. He 
calls one part or place Oeann, a head (which meets us in 
English forms as Ken-more, Kin-loch, &c.); another 
he calls Olaigionn, a skull; Aodann, a face; Sidl, an eye; 
Beul, a mouth; Teanga, a tongue; dnat, an ear; Sr6n, 
anose/'inowe" ; Blala, a brow; Amhach, the neck; Qnala» 
the shoulder; Achlas, the arm-pit; Slinnein, the shoulder- 
blade; Uileaim, the elbow; Buigfae, the forearm; Olao^ 
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the hollow vf the hand ; so also Dmim, the back^ back-bone ; 
Oliabh, the thorax; Uchd, the breast; M&m, Brii, T6n, 
Oruachan, Sliasaid, Oltm, Oalpa» Oas, and others— all 
which are to be found in the vocabulary. 

There is an important class of names ending in 
-ach, all of which are grammatically feminine nouns, 
and may be closely translated as the place of +ihQ stem. 
Thus giiibhsach is giubhas,/r,+ach, thefir-^wood^ or the 
place where the fir grows. Fetoiach is fetoia+ach, 
the alder-wood; so Beifheach, the birch-wood; Droigh- 
neachy the thom-wood^ and others, named on trees and 
plants. Animals show in Oamhnach, the place of stirks; 
Oaipleach, the place of horses ; Mucrach, the place of pigs 
—from gamhainn, capnll, mnc. Oimiach, Oluanach, 
Oriadhach, Easach, Lianach, PoUanach, Sgornach, Soc- 
ach, express the nature of the land or soil. Otoiach 
is the place of the cairns or stone-heaps ; duanach, the 
place of meadows; Ori&dhacli, the place of clay^ and 
so on. • 

Akin to these, and following the same lineS| are 
forms in -achan — the diminutives of names in -ach. 
We find Beitheachan G., Oiiibhsachan, Baineachan S., 
Luachrachan G.P.i Oaorachan, Narachan K. All these 
are grammatically masculine nouns because of the ter- 
mination — ^an. 

Of the same nature are many names in -aig, -eig, 
which are diminutive feminine nouns. Olachaig, 
Oreagaig, Driseig, are from clach, creag, dris ; Eachaig, 
lolaireig, are from each, iolair; Orianaig, Olaonaig, 
Orossaig, are from grian, claon, cross. Names of this 
termination are not always easy to distinguish from 
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names of similar form that come by quite another way. 
The Norse vik, a creek or small bay^ appears in Argyll 
as terminal -aig; for instance, Ormaig, Alsaig, Askaig, 
are clearly Norse, meaning serpent-bay^ eel-bay^ asMqy, 
Plocaig and Driseig and Dnbhaig, on the other hand, 
are simple Gaelic — from {doc^ diis, and dnbh. Oanaig, 
Diseig, and Xnnseiff, are not so definite, but any diffi- 
culty that may arise in this way can be easily settled by 
local knowledge. If the place is on an inlet of the sea it 
is almost certain to be Norse — at least in the terminal 
part. It is found that as a rule, if one part of a name 
is Norse, the other part is ; and it is so with Gaelic 
names also. There are exceptions, however, like Ooire- 
dail, Uamh-dail, Acha-fon, which are distinctly Gaelic 
in the first part and Norse in the last. There is another 
very interesting check — a grammatical one. The 
Gaelic names of this termination are always feminine, 
but the Norse vft-names are grammatically masculine, 
even though vtk itself is originally feminine. It seems 
that the grammatical agreement in such cases is with 
the first element rather than with the second, and that 
the name should be looked upon as a compound noun. 
We have Ormsaig mdr and beag A., a form which would 
be impossible if the terminal was Gaelic. We meet 
with instances of the same agreement in purely Gaelic 
names. Cnoc-a'-stapuill m6r and beag K., and Oreag- 
an-tairbh m6r and beag I. show it well. The former 
is simple — the adjective rightly agrees with Cnoc, or 
rather with Cnoc-a'-stapuill ; the latter is very peculiar. 
The whole name is masculine, though the first element 
is feminine, and this for the very good reason that if 
the agreement of the adjective was with Oreag, the 
right meaning of the name would be altogether changed. 



Digitized 



by Google 



lo THE PLACE-NAMES OF ARGYLL 

The grammar of place-names is very instructive, but 
sometimes very troublesome. For full lists of these 
names, see p. i86. 

Aber, which is so common in Pict-land, on the other 
side of Druim-Albain, is not met with in Argyll, unless 
we claim Lochaber. There is an Apper in Mull, but it 
stands for Eabar, mud. The word is, however, so 
interesting in itself and in its kinship that I have thought 
it well to include it. It is taken to mean a canfluena^ 
formed from the old preposition ad with bar, to brings 
like Latin af-fer-rt^ad-ferre^ to bring to or towards. It 
is important, however, to observe that the Argyll pro- 
nunciation is obair, not aber, if the word is initial in 
a name; for instance, obair-thairbh, Abertarf. This 
would seem to ofiFer a suggestion that the word may 
really be made up of od+ber, meaning outflow^ and 
good confirmation comes from Oomar»com+ber, which 
is without doubt the true con-fluence. It is not likely 
that two words of different forms would start out from 
the same origin at the same time to express or describe 
the same thing. The correct explanation would, there- 
fore, seem to be that this aber, or preferably obair, is 
really the out-bear and the opposite of inbher, the in-bear, 
and that Oomar from the same source was and is the 
com + bar, tAe bringing-together of rivers or streams — ^that 
is, the point or place at which the waters meet. It 
will be found that this explanation always fits the actual 
natiu-al conc'itions. The word amar, the channel of a 
river, does not seem to belong to this family of names. 

The adjective Ard, AigA, which occurs very often, 
may come at the beginning or at the end of names. 
Modern usage puts it at the end, the older language had 
it at the beginning, e.g. Don-ird, Ard-airidh. 
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The noun, Ard, Aird, which also is very common, 
usually comes first in a name — ^Ard-namumchan, Aird- 
ghobhar, Ard-xialiiia» Ardincaple, Ardmaddy. It is 
almost certain that in all these and in all such, it would 
be more correct to write and to say jdrd always. There 
are, of course, reasons for the difference in form, but 
more is lost than is gained by the deference to physio- 
logical convenience which entails the change. 

There is an -art, -airt, coming at the end of names 
which some have thought to be the same word as jdrd 
always, but this is open to doubt. There is nothing in 
Gaelic or in the Gaelic method that can explain the 
name Oall-art, for example, but it can be readily and 
consistently explained from the Norse kaldr^Jart^ cold 
landy the -/«ft being of the same origin as the English 
word earfh. Some others have thought that all these 
-arts oir -iorts stand for the Norse word ijordr^ a frith — 
the f being aspirated out by the Gaelic influence. There 
can be no doubt that this is true to a good extent, but 
that it is true all the way is by no means certain. 
Snam-eart, as Sweytis fiard^ seems to be quite clearly 
Norse, but Du(bh)-airt, for instance, is as clearly 
Gaelic. 

There are, then, four words which should be kept in 
mind, namely, Ard, the adjective; Ard and Aird, the 
noun ; Hordr^ the Norse fiord; and -iort^ -/«rt, land^ or 
a district. There is, too, the word hird^ point of the com- 
pass^ as in idrd-an-iar, the West, to which the Scots word 
''airt" is so closely related in form and usage as to 
prove it almost certainly to be one and the same word. 
The kinship of these again is with the Teutonic 
forms Qior. jord, Ger. erde), rather than with the Gaelic 
forms starting from jurd. 
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AoineadlL — This is one of the many words in Gaelic 
names which the English language cannot convey. The 
only right and sufficient explanation of the name is to 
see the place. It is, as nearly as it can be put, a rocky 
front rising sheer from the sea ; but every such front 
is not always named Aoineadh. The name usually takes 
the form Innie in English, and it seems to be akin to the 
Norse Bnnl, the forehead. 

Aonach, a moar^ heathy or high-ground^ is also a very 
difficult word to translate. The main idea is that of a 
good stretch of high, or rather say hill-ground; and 
whether it is level or a slope does not seem to make a 
difference. It must, however, be a good stretch of such 
ground, and not cultivated, to be an Aonach. 

B4rr is met with often standing alone, as well as in 
combinations. The word has a wide range of meaning, 
from W^^ point of a needle, the Hp of the finger, staff, &c., 
to the top of the head or of trees, and of the hecui of 
growing crops. It was used of the " head of hair " in 
old personal names, e.g. St. Findbarr= White-head. The 
idea is the same always, and it is not difficult to follow 
it into the uplands^ to which it is now most commonly 
applied as a place-name. It seems to convey the sense 
of an arable upland nearly always. 

Caigean means a couple (of animals) — a pair of animals 
coupled by means of a wooden instrument which fixed 
their heads together. It was specially used for the 
taming of wild goats. Dr. Macbain's derivation is con 
+ceann, heads-together. The use of the word as a place- 
name must be from the resemblance of some natural 
features to such coupling. The name occurs in Morven, 
and Oaichean occurs in Mull. It is difficult to say 
whether or not they are one and the same word. 
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Oaipleach (see names in -ach, p. 8) means the place 
of the capnill, or horses. Oapull was a masculine noun 
in its beginning like the I^tin CabaUus^ but in later days 
it has come to mean a mare always, although strangely 
enough even now the grammar of the word is masculine 
and not feminine. We say Oapull m6r, a big mare^ 
as we say Each mdr, a big horse^ the adjective being 
masculine in both. This is a very interesting survival. 
Long after the word became, and has remained feminine, 
its masculine origin is asserted by its grammatical bonds. 

Oaiseal has more than one possible meaning in 
names : (i) a bulwark or castle (from Lat. castellum) ; 

(2) a hurdle-wall^ or a mound in a river for fishing ; and 

(3) as Caisleach or Cat lach (Cassley), a ford. We have 
in Islay a double form Atha^aicdl. 

Camus, a small round bay^ from cam, bent or roundly 
crooked. This is one of the few Gaelic sea-names ; such 
names are largely Norse— db, geodha^ bodha^ sgeir, &c. 

Ctoiach, a frequent name, is from c&m, a heap ofstones^ 
a cairn. (See names in -ach, p. 8). 

Oeapach, frequent in the English form Keppoch, has 
been said to refer back to an old Keltic keppo, a garden^ 
akin to the Greek Krjfiro^ of similar meaning, but this is 
doubtful. It is clearly a Gaelic name in -ach, with ceap 
as the stem. Oeap has various meanings, but always in 
one direction, such as a clod, blocks stump ; or Oeapach, 
the adjective, is given as " abounding in stumps or trunks 
of trees " (H. S. D.). I am inclined to refer the name 
to the cloddy character of such lands as are so named. 

deit, a rocky eminence^ usually by the sea, comes from 
Norse kiettr^ a cliff. 

Oomarach, a sanctuary^ or place of safety, looks as if 
it might be related to Oomar, a confluence^ and this is not 



Digitized 



by Google 



14 THE PLACE-NAMES OF ARGYLL 

impossible. The old ''Sanctuaries" may have been 
situated at Comars by choice or accident; but the old 
forms of the language do not encourage this origin of 
the name. Oomairche is the old word for protection 
generally, but in later times it got specialised to the 
** Sanctuary " of a place of worship to which accused 
persons might flee for refuge, as to the old Hebrew 
city (Num. xxxv. 12). The root idea in the word is 
arc, defend^ which we have in adh-arc, a hom^ and in 
treasairg » to + ess + arc, save. 

Oorpach is from corp (Lat. corpus)^ a body. There is 
a Corpach in Lochaber and in Jura ; and I have it from 
intelligent natives of both places that the name came 
from the fact that corpses on the way to burial — in the one 
case to Eilean Fhtanain in Loch Shiel, and in the other 
to Colonsay — were rested temporarily at these places, 
because of weather or of time and distance. There is 
a Corparsk (1) in C. which looks like the same name. 

Oorran is a diminutive formed from obrr, excess^ out-^ 
growth. The name is applied to small, blunt promon- 
tories at which the tidal current runs swift. Some have 
thought that the name has had origin from Oorran, a 
sickle^ and the shape of the various Corrans helped to 
support this view ; so far as the word is, however, con- 
cerned, this must be given up, but as regards the factp 
being descriptive, the error, if it is an error, is still a 
help. There is, indeed, no reason apparent why the two 
words may not have had a common origin. It is the 
same root we find in Oorr-ag, the thumb. 

Doire, a grove. The old form was daire (Deny), 
coming by the same way as dar-ach, oak^ which itself 
is the genitive of old dair. The tree-names of early 
language are very mixed« The Latin larix and the 
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English larch are, in fact, the same words as the Gaelic 
darach, and the word tree itself is perhaps from the 
same source. 

Doirliim, an isthmus^ or rather a neck of shore which 
the tide leaves dry at ebb. These are numerous. The 
elements in the word are do + air + ling, from an old 
verb lingim, Ijuntp^ or springs from which lenm, a jump^ 
perhaps because the tide came in so quickly as to jump 
over the place. 

Droim (Lat Dorsum)^ a back^ ricfge. The word 
has many meanings, or rather say values. Draim- 
Albain, Drnim-uachdair, and such, are very large 
dorsumSf but between them and the many and small 
Drum-begs there is a long gradation. There is aTigh 
an droma in Islay ; but it is, in a sense, a small affair 
compared with the Tiffh an droma which stands on 
the back-^xme of Scotlaf$d— upon Dmim Albain. The 
essential meaning is, however, always the same. 

Faodhail, a hollow in the sandy shore, retaining a 
considerable quantity of water after the tide has gone 
back. There are some good examples in North Ardna- 
murchan and in Islay. The word has taken a peculiar 
shape in the name Benbecula, which stands for Beinn 
na &odhla. It seems to mean a ford also, and perhaps 
that is its value in this last name. This is a very good 
example of a word, the clear significance of which 
cannot be determined through philology, but only by 
the facts and circumstances of its position as a name. 

Oart, Gort, and the diminutive Goirtean are of the 
same origin as the English gard-en 2Lndgarthy an enclosure. 
It has nearly the same meaning at the beginning of 
names as -garry has at the end. The Norse is gardr, 
an enclosure. The Gaelic order has it first in compound 
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names as Oart an doill, the blind maris enclosure^ or patch 
of land ; Goirtean Mhuirrein S«, Murriris enclosure; the 
Norse has it second, as Olosary M., Eynagarry L, Olaf's 
farm and Queen's town. 

The nearest value of the present usage is a fallow 
upland fields or a field or once-enclosed ground now 
gone out of cultivation, even if there is no enclosure now. 
In the old language f§r-gort, a grass-garden^ and loib- 
gort^ herb-garden^ are met with, which suggests that 
the two ideas of enclosure and cultivation are contained 
in the word, 

Leacann is applied to a hillside, from a portion of 
which the earth has been washed away, exposing a 
smooth surface of flat rock. The stem of the name 
is without doubt leac, a flag-stone^ although it has been 
referred to leac, a cheek — a word with which I am not 
familiar. It seems to occur in the older language. The 
old form was lee. There was another word lecht, which 
meant a grave^ according to Stokes, Windisch, and 
others — trusting, as would seem, to Cormac's Glos- 
sary. Leac is, however, the most common name for 
the headstone of a grave (usually a slab of slate or of 
freestone), and it is the name especially for the slab 
that covers a grave. So when Stokes translates relicc 
lechtaig, Mod. reilig leacaich, of a grave -abounding 
cemetery^ one wonders whether he might not have 
come nearer the verbal meaning if he had put grave^ 
slab instead of grave. It is, at any rate, quite certain 
that in the later language there is only one word, namely, 
leac, a slab of or a flea stone^ and that the other leac 
and lecht, if they ever had independent existence, are 
now lost, or merged in the remaining word. 

Learg, the slope of a hill^ide^ gives Leargach K., which 
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has been softened to Largie, in Kintyre especially. It 
occurs also as Largy and Larki ; and in the Isle of Man 
as Largee, Lhargee, Largy. A good deal of this seeming 
softening of the terminal is due to the Locative form of 
the names. 

There is another word LUrig, of closely the same 
meaning, the form in -ach of which would give these 
softened forms more readily, but I have not met with it. 

There is a Lorgie K., but I prefer to take this from 
the form in -ach of lorg, the footprint of an animal, or a 
path. 

Machair, afield^ carse^ either by analogy with Largie, 
or from its own genitive in -ach, has also taken the 
softened form — Machri-hanish, Machri-m6r and-beag, K. 

Maol is primarily the Gaelic adjective b<dd^ though 
it is almost always used as a noun in place-names. The 
Norse muhr, a jutting' crag, takes the same form maol in 
Gaelic, and is frequent on the sea-coast. It may not 
always be easy to distinguish the one from the other, 
but local knowledge will give the necessary light. The 
Gaelic word carries the idea of bluntness and roundness 
of shape, especially in the names of inland mountains. 
The two words have merged in their grammar, both 
being feminine nouns in the later Gaelic, although the 
Norse word was originally masculine. 

Morbhach, land over which the high tide comes; literally 
mnir + magh, or sea^field^-z level stretch of land from 
which the sea has receded, but over which exceptionally 
high tides may come. Such land is covered with the 
short green grass and herbage characteristic of sea- 
land. Another sea-word, Mnireach, has been confused 
with morbhach; but they are certainly diflFerent words. 
Mr. Moore, in his ''Manx Names," says that for the 

B 
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^ Mooragh at Ramsey the best rendering is the shingle 
bank, and with this I am disposed to agree, from what 
I know of places so named myself. 

Peighinn, literally a penny ^ in names always means a 
penny-land, and Lephin (leth-pheigbinnX a half-penny-land^ 
as in Pennygown (Peighiim a' ghobhaixm), the smiths 
penny 'land ; and Lephincorrach, the steeps rugged, half- 
penny-land. The old land-names are very interesting. 
The names in the West of Scotland were the Davoch, 
which contained twenty penny-lands, and the Tirung, 
the Ounce-land, which came by the Norseman, whose stan- 
dard measure of land value was an aunu of silver (ej^Wr). 
We meet with terra unciata constantly in old charters. 
The Tirung was nearly of the same size as the Davoch, 
for it contained eighteen or twenty penny-lands, which 
were so called because under the Norwegian rule each 
homestead paid a penny as scat or tax. 

Oeathravili and ochdamh are also land -measures 
which come frequently into names, the one meaning a 
quarter of a Davoch, the other an eighth^ coming into 
English form as Kera, Kirrie, Oct, Ocht, &c. 

The whole subject of old land values and measures 
stands in need of correct investigation — and deserves it 

Bath is an old Gaelic name for a stronghold, or for a 
'' residence," which in these early times evidently had to 
be well protected. It is common in Gaelic place-names, 
but more so in Ireland than in Scotland. It is found 
far away in the Gaulish names, Argento-m/i^j, silver-town. 
Cormac says it was "a circular earthen fort." There 
is an extremely interesting note in " S. T."— Kjuoted from 
Curry : '' A Dun is an elevated circular enclosing wall 
or bank, within which a dwelling-house was erected. 
A Pun required to be surrounded by a wet fosse or 
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trench to distinguish it from the Rath, which had no 
trench." 

Bnighe, a shelling (H. S. D.)i the outstretched base of a 
mountain (Mb), is almost certainly from the same origin 
as ndghe, the fore-arm^ and the infinitive roighe-aohd, 
to reach; hence, a stretch of high or of low ground to 
which cattle were sent in the summer-time to graze. 
There is not much difference in meaning between this 
word and jdridh, for we meet with Airidh-shamhraidh 
and Bnighe-Bamhraidh in almost equal numbers. The 
jdridh points to a high ground always, the roighe to the 
low ground. 

Bo0» a promontory^ ''a point extending into the sea 
or into a lake" (C. 141). It means a wood also. In one 
place it means the one, in other places the other, and it 
has been suggested that the word may have originally 
and essentially meant a wood-covered promontory. There 
is many a Bos that is not wooded, but most of them are. 
There is a Ooille-ro8, in Kilmaillie, which must mean 
the wooded B08 — a very correct description, although the 
form of the name is not familiar Gaelic ; so there is a 
possibility that the modern Ooille, a wood^ has been pre- 
fixed to an old ro8, meaning the same thing — ^a process 
that is very common in the names of England, and 
which is not unknown in Gaelic; for instance, Atha-Oaiflil 
(Islay). The Ross of Mull is a woodless promontory ; 
Coille-ro8, in Kilmaillie, is a wood without much promon- 
tory — but ''promontorium nemorosum" remains the 
nearest meaning of the true Bob. The two ideas are 
contained in the word — ^to the native understanding. 

Sjalean is s&il-liime, according to H. S. D., but this 
is not tenable. The grammar is against it. Idnne being 
feminine would with the article be an t-sMI-liime, which 
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is never heard. It is an sMlean always — in masculine 
form. The stem is of course sMle, the sea or sea-water^ 
and the name comes on exactly the same lines as 
clach-an, Bdileach-an, &c. Strangely enough, there is a 
SWeftn on Loch Shiel where there is no sWe. I must 
not risk any speculation upon the name, but it is 
extremely interesting. 

Stalla^ ^^an overhanging^ shelfing^ beetling precipice^ — 
another of the words which cannot be fittingly trans- 
lated. It seems to be the Norse word 8tall-r, a blacky or 
shelf^ upon which another thing rests, and this idea 
closely accords with the nature of the places so named, 
In Ardnamurchan we meet with a very interesting old 
plural form, na Stallacha dubhap the black stallas^ one 
sight of which would explain the word far better than 
any statement in words that can possibly be given. 
Tier upon tier of shelving rocks is the picture and the 
fact in the name. 

Tairbeart, usually translated an isthmus^ means more 
than that. The word is made up of tar+bert, the 
preposition tar, across^ and bar, to carty^ bear — quite 
close to the meaning of the Latin trans-fer. It is the 
isthmus over which, in early times, the people used to 
drag their boats from sea to sea. An isthmus need not 
be a Tarbert, but it is not likely that it would become a 
Tarbert were it not an isthmus. A look of the various 
Tarberts even on the map will explain them all at once. 
Although the name is Gaelic — old Gaelic — there may be 
a suspicion that it had origin in fact, though not in 
language, from the Norseman. When the "Western 
Isles" were conceded to Magnus of Norway in the end of 
the eleventh century, Kintyre was included in the " Isles " 
because he sailed round it by carrying his boats across 
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the Tarbert. I have not been able to make sure if 
Tarbert was so named before this event, but it certainly 
was afterwards. It may be so with other Tarberts also. 
As to the meaning and signification there can be no 
doubt. 

Loth, a halff comes into place-names in interesting 
ways. Leith-ead is a brae^ usually not facing another 
brae, and leideag is the diminutive of this « leaihad-ag. 
Then Ldtir, a very common name (Eng. Letter)^ is for 
leth-tir, Aal/'land—zlvizys perfectly descriptive, meaning 
a hill-side without another opposite. Leth-allt is a single 
Burn, where, for natural reasons, two might be looked 
for ; so also Leth-bheiim, half-mountain^ where there is a 
felt want of another. There are many other such words 
and names. In body-part names, which are also extended 
to the land, the word comes in very interestingly, and 
as a very good side-light upon the general names just 
mentioned. Leth-cheann is half-head^ or a cheek ; Leth- 
shuil is one-eye (lit. half-^e) ; Leth-Iamh (ach) is a man 
with only one arm; Leth-chas is (having only) one foot. 
It is the same idea throughout. 
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THE DISTRICT NAMES 

In this chapter I examine the several districts of the 
county from Kintyre northwards, and I shall keep as 
closely as I can to the following order : — 

I. An examination of the meaning of the district 
name. 

II. A reference to the English names in the district. 
III. Observations upon peculiarities of the grammar 
of Gaelic names, and upon difiBcuIt names. 
IV, Norse Names. 
V. Church-Names. 
VI. Personal Names. 
The names which I have classed as '^ difficult " are 
not all of them difficult ; but even the easier of them are 
such as I have thought to be worthy of a special note. 
Some are, of course, difficult in the fullest sense, and 
a few, I fear, are quite hopeless — at any rate, they are 
beyond me, for the present. 

The simple Gaelic names, and those plainly Norse, 
can be easily determined from the vocabularies. 

KINTYRE— OINN-TtRB 

I. This is a purely Gaelic name. It means Land's- 
end, like French FinisUrre = Lat. Finis-terra, The Oiui 
is a case fomi of ceami, a head^ Point, or tnd^ and -tire 
is the genitive of tir, land. The form Oixm has been 
called the locative case, because it is only met with in 
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place -names, such as Kintra » CMxm-tri^ha A., Kin- 
gairloch » Oum a' ghe&rr loch V., Kingussie » Oinn a' 
ghiiihhsaich, Kintail » CHnn t-s^e. 

The treatment given by the Survey to the names 
of Kintyre is as bad as it is conceivably possible for 
bad work to be. It is altogether most contorted and 
ignorant and careless. There is hardly a name right 
The Gaelic names are hopelessly bad in spelling and 
in grammar. Cockalane and PoUywiUin are comically 
stupid renderings of Onoc-iJaum and Poll a' mhuilinn. 
Rhu-point and Pluck-point and Eden s aodaii show 
pure ignorance ; Achabrad and Achavraid, Gartavaich 
and Achavae, Achaluskin and Gartloskin, for Achadh- 
biighad and Achadh-Uhriigliaid, Oart a' bUithaich and 
Adiadh a' bhithaidhi Achadh-losgamn and Oart-los- 
gainn, within short distances of each other, show extreme 
carelessness. 

II. English Names come in two ways — as original 
names like Campbeltown, Carolina, &c., or as transla- 
tions, like Pointhouse,Oatfield, Whinhill,Todhill, and the 
like. This class of names will not have much attention. 
It is to be distinctly regretted that translations have 
ever been attempted or permitted. The old Gaelic 
names were poetical; the translations are not. It is, 
however, fortunate that the Survey could only translate 
the very simplest names, which might even now, and 
with advantage, be restored. The old names they 
could not understand nor translate, and these therefore 
remain. 

Difficult Names 

III. For purposes of reference and of local interest 
and because the local circumstances are more clearly in 



Digitized 



by Google 



24 THE PLACE-NAMES OF ARGYLL 

my own view, I have thought well to deal with " difficult " 
names in smaller areas than full districts, when I have 
thought it necessary, and I put the names in alphabetical 
order. I mention the Norse and Church-names. 

Crossie, Hervie, Largie, Lorgie, Machrie, and such, 
are forms that are almost peculiar to Kintyre. They all 
look like diminutives, but they really are not, at any rate 
not always, as may be seen under Learg (p. 16). 

Norse Names are also numerous. All the -<fo/, or 
-ddU names, are clearly Norse : Bot^gadale » Fort-dale, 
Cmttmdale » Cai-daU, Saddell « Sand-daU, Tonis dale 
ss Thof^S'daU. These, with such as Ormsmry^ SkipnesSf 
Cleltf &c., are all plain ; but still, Norse names present 
many difficulties. 

Church-Names are very frequent, more so indeed 
than in any other district, and more so than in any other 
part of Scotland. The reason for this will be apparent 
from the special chapter on these names. 

The Land-Names, especially in South Kintyre, are 
very interesting. There is the Pennyland and Penny- 
gown and Pennysearach, and Peninver, with Lephin- 
corrach, Lephingaver, and Lephinstrath. There is also 
Kerran, Kerafuar, Keramenach, and Deucheran, all 
which are explained in their place. 

(i) From the South to Campbeltown 

Amod is not a common name, but it occurs twice 
in K. It is applied to a green plain almost encircled by 
the bend of a river, or perhaps better to the meeting of 
two waters = N. d'laot, river meet-mg. 

Achincorvey « achadh na-cairbhe (note). 

Achinhoan^achadh nan oaa, lamihfieUU 
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Arinarach <= idridh nathrach (nathaar). 

Ariiia0cayaoh»4iridh na fgabhach^s^jkiridh+sgabh, 
sawdusL 

Ballygreggan and Ballygroggan are Survey render- 
ings of Bail' a' Ghreagain and Bail' a' durdgain (oreag 
and Gr6g). 

Breackerie is for breac + jdridh and BreacUate for 
breac + leathad (pp. 19, 21). 

Bnmerican is part Norse part Gaelic— Bnm (N), the 
braw^ or brae^ of Brlc^ with the Gaelic dim. -an added. 

Oarrine, with caibeal Oarrin^, seems to refer to 
St. Ciaran. 

Oarskie « craskie (crasg), with the loc ending (see 
Orasg and Learg). 

Ohiscan = Bescenn, boggy land. 

Ohrifltlach, Cristalloch (1695). Eng. crystal + ach. 

Oolydrain seems to be coille-droighiim, thomwood; 
but in Manx names a similar form is derived from 
Kuldhrmnl^ Cold-AiU, where rmni means a hog-backed hill. 

Oorylach is coire-chlach, stoney-corrie^ or, even better, 
coire + laoh. See p. 27. 

Oolanlongairt is clearly all of it Gaelic; still it is 
difficult. Oid is certainly the back, an is ^ the gen. sing, 
masc. of the article, and long would seem to be a ship 
+ art, one of the "arts" (p. 11). But, strangely enough, 
in old Gaelic, there is a word longphort, that through 
*' attrition " might come to this form of Longairt, which 
has been explained (glossed) as ^castrum/' acamp^ or fartf 
and there is, in fact, a ''fort" in close proximity to the 
name in K. The supreme scholar in our time, not only 
of Gaelic but of all languages, has failed with the word, 
and I do not venture to be conclusive. It may be 
mentioned, however, m this connection, that there are 
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several inland names in K. which look like Norse 
sea-words— -for instance, tang'a, sker^obUn^ skemish^ 
and most likely this was a coast name in its beginning. 

Onrrach is a level plain, a marsh, bog, or fen. It 
has come latterly to be applied to a race-course^ but this 
is because it is a level plain, and not for any« connec- 
tion with racing. 

D^vaar (island), which has been thought difiBcult to 
explain, is in my opinion certainly Gaelic s cUk bh&rr &= 
dji, two^ and bJUT, which is explained at p. I2. The real 
difficulty is in finding the reason for the name. I suggest 
one of the following two reasons as probable : (i) that 
the island shows, as I am told, two points, or rather 
say prominences, on its summit, especially as viewed 
from the sea side ; and (2) that the island may have been 
named with reference to two Barrs, features or names, 
on the mainland opposite to it. This is a very common 
way of naming islands-— compare Eilean Ghrianain, 
named on Grianan on land opposite — and if I could find 
two such Barrs I would favour this explanation; but, 
though Barr-askomill is there quite fittingly, I cannot 
find the other ; whether it is there, or was there in the 
past but is not now, I am not able to say. 

Fedrlan is one of the land-names (p. 18). Fedirling 
is a farthings therefore a farthing-land. The H. S. D. 
has fedrliim, the fourth part of a farm^ but this rendering 
is doubtful. . 

Fedchaig is based upon the stem of fedch-Man, the 
com-ihistU (see names in -aig, p. 8). 

Oartnagerach (see gart and getor). 

Beinn Ohiiileanis most likely from gaalaim, shoulders. 

aiecknahavil » glac na sabhal, or perhaps better glao 
an t-sabhail, with irregular Agreement 
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Olemannil is not easy. Olem is not Gaelic, although 
the other parts seem to be. It may be a metathesis of 
Oleann-amail {fwte). 

Olenhervie » gleann + thairbhidh (tarbh). 

Olenahanty = gleann + shean-tighep fke glen (of) the 
OUt-hause. 

Oleann na muclach is the Glen of the pig-kind. Hue 
is a pig {ox a boar), and -lach is a termination, meaning 
an aggregate or collection of the entities represented 
in the stem, for example, teaghlach, a family » teg, a 
home + lach, therefore a household^ so with dglach » 6g, 
young (men) + lach, &c. It is interesting to observe 
the frequency of the mnc-names in Argyll — possibly 
suggesting the time when the '' wild boar " was there. 

Eeprigan has same stem as in Keppoch (p. 13) + 
air-ag-an. Oeapair is ''a piece" of oatcake on which 
the butter is spread thick and generous, in fact the best 
of the kind was spread with the thumb, ''in heaps ; ** and 
with an equally generous super-stratification of brown 
sugar, it has been known not to hurt the feelings o^ 
hungry boys. 

Bemnil = raighe + maol. 

Saniflh, in Loch Sanish, Machrihanish, is from aean- 
innse, Old-inch or haugh. Sanaa, a whisper^ or warning, 
is possible, but the former is correct. 

Budha-stathiah contains the same Norse stem as in 
Sta£Fa and DunstafFnish. The -iah is for nes, with a 
Gaelic inflection of the genitive. 

Trodigal is difficult It is not Gaelic. It was Tradi- 
gill in 1695, and may therefore mean tr&dl + gUl, the 
pen (fold) ravine. 

IV. The Norse Names in this part are somewhat 
mixed. BorgBdaie (the ''Fort" is there) is pure Norse » 
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Fart'dale. So is CBttadale, Camdale, Ormsmry; but Glen* 
A'daie, lAKib'Oix^'dale, Skerry Pell fiBMla» Drnm-ieiDMe, 
Olen'immskiU, are mixtures. 01en-i-<ta/e shows a very 
common form of hybrid word and name. The Glen 
may have been called gleami, long before the Norseman 
came. It may have been even called Gleann-abhann^ 
Glenavon. When the Norseman came he called the 
glen d-dale, or Riverdale ; when he left, the native re- 
verted to his Glen, but kept the whole Norse form 
along with it, not understanding, nor perhaps at all 
thinking, of the meaning of these things. 

V. Church-Names are Keil (high and low), Kilblaan 
i=Om-Bhlathain (p. 175), Kilchrist^OiU-Ohriofld, Kil- 
chattan=Oill-Ohatain (p. 175), Kilkivan and St. Coivin's 
Chapel ^Oill-Ohaomhain (p. 183), Kildavie is the Kil 
of David, Kilellan is Oill-Ellaiii, Kileonain is Oill- 
Adhamhnain (p. 179), Kilkerran is Oill-Ohiarain (p. 170) 
Kilmashanachan (p. 184), Kilwhipnach seems to be 
named upon one of the old '' Flagellants," Killypole 
is not a cUl but coille, a wood. 

VI. The only Personal Names are Johnstone's Point 
and Tir-Fergus - Fergus' land, and Rudha MacShannuich. 
I cannot, of course, give the origin of these, no more 
than I am likely to be able to give the origin of a good 
many such names that will meet us. Campbeltown was 
so named in 1680 as a compliment to the Argyll family. 



(3) Campbeltown to Carradalb 

IL Translations are frequent : Hillside, Sealrock, 
Thornisle, Westport, Whitehill, Whitestone. Backs 
and Craigs are bac and creag, with the English plural 
form in s ; Moy is quasi-English for magh* afield. 
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III. The Gaelic Names are very badly done, I 
prefer to recast them than to explain them at length. 

Achalochy » achadh-lochai loch-field^ not L6chy. 

Ardnacross = ard na croise, the airdofthe Cross. 

Aro88 (see N.), likely an imported name. There is 
no truer here ; but juros is Gaelic for a dwelling. 

Ballivain » bail' a' mheadhoin, middU-town. 

Bealochgair » bealach-getor, the short pass. 

Breckachy = breae-achadh, the spotud field. 

Bmdarie ~ bnn Uurach— in loc. form. 

Callyburn, or Killipole, clearly for coille, not for 
dll. Although both forms are corrupt, the one explains 
the other in a very interesting way. 

Oarrick (Point) » carraigi a rock. 

dackfln (Glen) » dach-flomi, whiu-stom. 

OloGfakel = dach gheal, white-stone also. 

Orossiebeg » an crossadh beag, the small crossing. 

Darlochan seems to refer to Durry = doire, a grove 
which is close by, therefore doire-lochan. Of course 
didr is possible, and even eadar ; and if there were two 
lochans I should prefer this last. 

Dmmgarve » dmim garbh, the rough Druim. 

Easach (Hill) = eas, a waterfaU + ach (p. 8). 

Oartgumal = gfljrt + dhtdneil {nou). 

Oobagrenan = gob a' ghrianain (grian). 

Lagalgonre = N. /ag-r- ^MUr + garbh. 

Langa would do for Norse Ittng^ + A^ long river^ or 
langa + ey^ if an island. It is most likely a late and 
imported name, like say Carolina, and has no local 
significance ; but it may refer to Barr Water which cer- 
tainly is a long river. 

Leckyvr onn = leac a' bhrdin {flat) stone of lamentation / 

Maol a' chitir (Hill-names). 
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PenmyersPeighinn an inbhir, the Invtr penny-land. 

Paball (^\xTTL)—tent''bum. 

Pntachan, Pntachantny, Ctorr-putachan, are all from 
put, a young moor-fowl^ akin to pullet^ and Fr. pouUt 
+ aohan (p. 8). The an in the first and third names is 
the diminutive, but an in the second name is the gen. 
article, with snidhe, a sittings or sitting-place^ so that -^ntuy 
»an t-snidhe. Onoc-snidhe is quite near. 

Sgreadan (hill) = Bgrlodan » N. skrida. 

Skeroblin, Skeroblingarry, Skeroblinraid — I am not 
able to explain satisfactorily {note). 

Strathdngh (Water), rightly srath dnbh. 

Tangy= Norse tmngi^ a tongue of land, but the Gaelic 
teanga would do as well, 

IV. Bkrr-askomiU, Cmmdaie, Oleann-ZirsM, Ouesdale, 
literdaie, Rbonadaie, Torrisdale, Smerby, Ugmdaie (High 
and Low) are, as indicated, Norse. 

V. Church-names are Killarrow (p. 174), Oill-Ohianaig 
(p. 171), Kildonald, Kilkenzie^OiU Ohoinnich (p. 171)1 
Kilmaho=:Oill mo Ohoe (p. 181), Kilmalfiag (p. 179), and 
Kilmichael. Killocraw and Killagruar are Ctoille Ohnd 
and Ctoill' a' ghriithair, the Nut-wood and the Brewer's- 
wood. 

VI. Personal Names.— Port Corbet, Onoo Eoghain 
(p. 32), and Mac-Cringan's Point. The last is Bndha 
Mhic Naomliain, MacNiven's Point. It is the sequence 
of c and n that brings out the r in the Survey form given. 
On6 is in Gaelic always /r. Ord. See Killocraw above. 

(3) Carradale to Tarbert 

In this part the names are distinctly clearer and less 
troublesome. 

IL Names like Queenhill, Rockfield, Scotmill, Stewart- 
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field, are either English names or translations. Braids 
is Gaelic brighad with the English plural. 

IIL Achi]ia4rian«achadhxiaiidroighmmL 

AehinafoudBachadh nam fikl (see flkd). 

▲ehavae^achadh a' bhithaich, byre- field. 

Achnanoarranaa ^ achadh + nan, gen. pi. of Article 
+ oarran, spumy + an unnecessary plural ending -an. 

Achenriochrsachaidheaa (pi.) riabhach. 

Altgaivalih = allt gailbheach (?), furums'Strtam. 

Ballachroy«Baile a' chruidb (see crodh), or, perhaps 
better Bealach madh (F.). 

BeachmoreBBeitheach mh6r (belthe). 

Oonr (and Bay and Island), see Hill-names. 

DeacheraQBdiiibh chea(th)r(amhn)aii (ceathramh). 

Eascairt and Eascaird » eas + ag + Jdrd. 

nreasdal, compare Glen Risdellsgleann-fhreasdail. 

Oarrachroit » garbh, rough + erait, a croft. 

Oarveoline » gjtfadh igartK) Bheblain {jmU\ 

Grogport is English. I do not know the history. 

Kimasbie — is this the beautiful Ctoire na sith of Gaelic 
tales ; it looks like it — the fairy corrie^ or the corrie of 
peace I 

Laoghscan (Onoc)»laoighGionn {note). 

Leamnamide is for leum na mnice, thepi^sjufnp. 

Leanagboyach » lianag bhdidheach. 

Refliuchsrnighe flinch, the wet rnighe (p. 19). 

Beileiridhe ^ rnighe + Kiridh {noU\ 

Bonachan»r6n, a seal + achan (p. 8). 

Skible (Glen) is N. Skip'bol, ship-town — in the 
vicinity of Skip-ness ^H.skijm^aes. 

Taychromain»tigh a' chromain (crom). 

Taynchoi8in=tigh an chdudn, little cave. 

Taynloan=tigh aa Idin (12m). 
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Tayntmanstigh an t-srnthaiiL 
Toitdiibh=N. toft^ a clearing + Gael, dubh, or per- 
haps better, doid, a crofts + dubh (F.). 

IV. The purely Norse names are Crubasdai, perhaps 
Crossaigf DMgadat^ Maasdaie^ Rhonadale^ Skipness, 
Sunadale^ Ulgadai; but a' CbMtf Rhu-na-Aiioir-ine, Point, 
and T^aUa^toU are mixed with Gaelic. Rhunahaoirine 
Point, for instance » Gaelic radhai a/^W+na+N. ejnr, 
a gravelly beach^ with a double Gaelic genitive ending 
-in+e. This is a most instructive name. Its growth 
must have been somewhat as follows : — (i) Whatever 
the old name was, when the Norseman came he called 
the Point eyr-r^ the gravelly or sandy beach. (2) When 
he left, the Gaelic inhabitants, recognising that the place 
was a Point, and being familiar with the Norse name, 
they prefixed their own Rudha, from which would come 
Budha na h-ej^ir + their own necessary genitive termina- 
tion -in, and later still they added the final e which the 
gen. fem. of the language seeks after, although in long 
names it is commonly dropped. As a matter of fact, 
the name is always spoken as Budha na h-aoirinn, with- 
out the terminal e. Later still the name of the sea-Point 
was transferred to a land farm, and when the English 
Survey-man came, he named the promontory upon the 
farm, and called it Rhunahaoirine Point. 

V. Balnakill = baUe na dlle (with clachan), Kil- 
berry « Oill-Bhairre (p. 172), Kilchamaig, Killean = Oill- 
Sheathain, and Kilmichael == Oill-Mhicheil, are all the 
Church-names. 

VL The only new name apart from Church-names is 
in Eilean Eoghain, which has been explained to mean 
'* well-born," like Gr. evy^. 
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(4) G16HA (Island) 

I. The name of the island is Norse, gla + ey^ rift-island. 

II. There are a few English names, like Highfield and 
Newhouse, which are probably translations. There is 
a good example of a ddirlinn between the Island and 
Eilean garbh ; of gamhna, stirksy as applied to island 
rocksy north of the Island ; and of a Tarbert between the 
northern portion and the southern and larger part of 
the island. 

III. AirdaUy » ftird + idUidh, beautiful. 

Allaidhe (Port), the stranger^ s part^ or harbtmr. The 
root in the word is th-all| over^ or across sea^ ox foreign. 
it occurs in Madadh-allaidh, fierce^ or foreign^ dog — the 
wolf ; and in All-mhurach, across-sea man^foreigner. Every 
foreigner was fierce and wild to the native ''conceit." 
We made Brahma, the god of the Indian, our Bramain, 
the devU^ and that the same faculty is exercised nearer 
home " is muckle pity." 

Dnunyeon » drnhn eoin (eon, a bird)^ or personal 
name, EKAa,/ohn. 

Oblamaidh (Meall a') and Ardlamey » Aird a' ghla- 
maidh, from glam, devour, gobble. 

Kinerarach » einn + ear, east, + ar-ach. 

Sgiathain (Port an), figurative from agiath, a wing. 

IV. kxiiBrmhinisb, 0ath-4|!)elr, (kthh-hagb are mixed 
Norse. Cara and Craro also are almost certainly Norse. 
Gigalum (island) is peculiar » gla + bolm^r. 

V. Oairvickilie»catliair, the chair, or seat, ofMacKay. 

VI. There is Port na dlle, on Cara Island, but there 
is no indication of an old church. 
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KNAPDALE— ONAPADAL 

L This name is pure Norse — knapp^r+dahr. The 
word cnap is, however, so very old in Gaelic and so 
general in European language, that it need not be looked 
upon as necessarily or essentially Norse, but there can- 
not be a doubt that this name came by that way. It is 
the same word as English ino6, or its older form knqfi. 
The Anglo-Saxon had it as cnap, extremely close to the 
Gaelic sound. The Dutch and the German have it as 
inop, and there is in Cowal an gnob. 

The cnap which gives the name to the district is the 
south point of the land between Loch Caolasport and 
Loch Sween, which rises very sharply to a rounded 
height of three hundred feet. 

The dai't, or dale, which gives the second part of the 
name, is without doubt the valley of the Abhaiim-mh6r, or 
GreaUriver, which runs inland from the cnap for some 
six or seven miles. It is most interesting to notice that 
the middle a of the native pronunciation of the district 
name represents the old Norse r of kaapp-r, which is 
now but rarely heard. There are other cnapi in Argyll 
district and in Lome. 

II. The English names are few and of no importance. 
Ashens and Erins are hybrid English plural forms. 
Omach na Bren-field is a very bad mixture ; Bren-field 
is for brenn-achadh, viU-fieUL 

III. The difficult Gaelic names from Loch Tarbert 
to Crinan are not many. 

Achadh dl^ mhillein « achadh + djt + dim. of meall. 
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Achachoiflh « achadh a' chUAn^ a cave, or hollow. 

Ardnackaig, perhaps fern, of Neachtan (p. 62). I 
cannot offer any other explanation. 

Artilllgain is the Ard of Uilleagan, whoever he was. 
The name contains two dims., -ag+an* Compare Tir- 
it-aff-am, Leao-oUagain, &c., perhaps niUeam(h)-agaiit 
a certain William. 

Bailevanrgain » baile a' bhorgain, the farm of the 
UttUfort{li.). 

Baranlongairt (see p. 25); but the position of the 
name here makes the simple rendering of long->ttirt quite 
possible. 

Barnaguy » Bjurr na gaoithe, the windy Barr. 

Bamashalig » B&rr na seilg, the Barr of the hunt. 

Bann is for bann, a band^ or bond^ which the position 
of the name also makes appropriate. 

Oainikain « caineachaiii, dim. of cftn a^ Ti. 

Oaoirain (Burn) is almost certainly caonmn, the rowan. 

Cadas-port (Loch) « caolas (caol) + port 

0&r-m6r and Ctonr a' mhaim. See Hill-names. 

Oraiglin » creag linne, the rock by thepooL 

Oreaix is oriathar, a sieve, not an uncommon name for 
streams which ** filter " through their course— one time 
below the surface, next in the open. 

Oretshengan » croit sheangan, ant-croft. 

Oidl-ghaltro » ciiil + gen. pi. of N. goiter, a boar. 

Daltot « daU + tobhta, tutffield. 

Duarman (Cnoc nan) — same as torman, murmur. 

Eilthireach(Cnoc nan) » eile, other, + tlr-eachi ^/A^r- 
kmders — ^therefore a pilgrim, or an emigrant. 

Enrol (Loch) is possibly Norse, but see p. 43. 

Ohallagain (Eilean di) is for E. 6k Ohall-ag-ain, the 
island of the two {little) Lowlanders, or strangers. 
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Oleaanralloch is most interesting. It is i^eann (6adA)r 
(cUi)a loeh, the gUn between the two lochs (Tarbert). The r 
is all that is left of eadar, and the a is all of dh jL Rowany 
(Manx) B eadar dh4 mhdinei between two turbaries (note). 

lolaireig is iolair, the eagle, + aig. See p. 8. 

Leirg (Gleann di) « the glen of the two leargs. See 
p. i6. 

Naomhachd (Eilean), the island of holiness. 

Odhain (Tigh), or omhan, the froth of milk, or whey 
(H, S. D.)- 

Onraa » oireaiii edges, borders^ or limits; pi. of oir. 

Sgreagach (Lochan), scraggy^ dry, parched. 

Stighseir (Cnoc), based on Eng. stance. 

Tayrallioh = tigh a' bhealaich, the house on the pass. 

Tiobairt (BUtr an) the field of the well— iht gen. of 
tipra, Old Gaelic ; mod. tobar. 

Tiretagain » tir + Aed, now Aodh + ag-an, Aed or 
Hughiis land. 

IV. Norse names are few and they are mixed. Car^ 
saig, Ikinnm, Psucmdst, Ormsary, Scotnisb (Loch), Stor^ 
noway, Ulva, seem pure Norse, but Ardminish, Ardnoe, 
Airidh-staic, Bailivaurgain, are mixtures. Ard-mj^-Aes a 
Ard-micfge-ness, Axdrdakrbaug^r, the aird of the howe, 
Idridh + stakk^r, Baile a' Moiy-ain. Loch Sween 
(Suain), Loch Racadail, and Lussa are quite open to 
doubt. If the Norseman had never come to Knapdale, 
Loch Sween would be the beautiful Gaelic Loch Snafu 
(as it is locally named) the loch of peace, or of sleep — so very 
appropriate. Baeadal is Gaelic for horse-radish, coming 
by a metathesis of rotacal from Sc. rot-coU, which Jamie- 
son says means the burning root — ^but I prefer to look 
upon the name as Norse, in both its parts, rakki, a dog, 
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+ dmi'tp dog-daU. Lussa also is no doubt Norse, but it is a 
little troublesome to find Omach-lnsach (the herb-abound" 
ing Mountain) standing some 1600 feet high immediately 
over the stream named Lussa. Omach-luflach is quite 
good and pertinent Gaelic. Did this name pass down 
to the stream, or did a Norse stream-name get trans- 
ferred to the mountain? The one and the other is 
possible. It is, however, perhaps safer to believe that 
Ornach-liUMGh comes by the local philologer, who did 
not know Norse or the Norseman, but took the mountain- 
name from the river. 

V. Church-names are Killanaish » Oill Aonghaii » 
KU^Angus^ Kilcalmonel » Oill OholmaJTi Ella (p. 169), 
Kilberry » (fill Bhaire, Kilmahumag » Oill mo diiunag, 
Kimaluag»Oill mo Lu-ag (p. 179), Kilmory=Oill Hhoire 
» Kil'Maty. Kilmichael is evident, and there are such 
kindred names as lochan a* Ohille Bhlathain, Omaoh 
Oille Bheagain, and achadh Oill Bhrannain, although 
there is not now, if ever there was, any indication of 
their churches in the neighbourhood of these names. 

VI. Personal names are : — 

Ddmlmaill (Dun), Dun-DonaUL This is one of the 
very old Gaelic personal names. Its elements and its 
existence as a name can be traced far away into the 
earliest forms of Keltic speech. The name means wcrld- 
ru/er—domao + vaL 

Dhonnchadh (Sgeir) is another of the old names— 
Duncan — ^from domi, brown or dun + cath, warrior, now 
battU. 

Diighaill (Lochan). This name comes from the 
north. It means black-stranger, dubh -|- Gall, as against 
non-Gall, the fair stranger; the one was the Dane, the 
other the Norwegian of the Northern invasion. 
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Imheir (Cnoc) « Ivor, Ivaar (N.) — as in Mac-Iven 

llacKay (Loch), a translation of Uac-Aoldh. See 
Tiretigan. 

Bheathain (Port Mhic), Macbean, from beatha, life; 
"son of life." 

Eimlaig (Loch Mhic). It is almost certainly Loch 
Mhio-Eanlalg, which I am told means MacNeilage^ 
locally. 

Ebin (Cladh) « Edin Johris + dadh, hurial^lace. This 
is the same name as occurs in Oill (Bh)eathain, Johtis 
church (I.), and in the surname Maclean » Mao-(gh)ille- 
(8h)eathaixi. The form Iain is modern Gaelic lor John. 

HUurtain (Eilean) » Martin's isle. This is common 
now, as name and as surname. The great Martin was 
Martin of Tours (p. i6i), and perhaps we may refer the 
name to him, all the way. The idea in the name is that 
in mart'ial and in Mars. It is from him we have Martha 
mas^ an fhAll-MhJurtain. 

Thonnaid (Barr) = Norman's Barr^ or high-land. A 
Norse name, Tbdrr + modr, Thomas wrath. By an 
extremely peculiar deviation it has become Norman, 
really a North-man in English form. Whether there is 
any bond of fact or imagination between the two words 
I am not able to say. 
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argyll-basaohAidheal 

h This is the name given by natives of other parts 
of the county to the district extending from Crinan 
northwards, having Loch Craignish and Loch Awe on 
the one side, and Loch Fyne on the other. Why the 
old and far-reaching name came to be limited to this 
district, I am not able to say, but it is the same name 
as that of the whole county. 

(i) From Crinan to Furnace 

IL English names are comparatively numerous, 
especially on Loch Fyne, in the south — Scotstown, New- 
house, Pointhouse, Birdfield, Rowanfield, &a Most 
English names here are translations. Craigens and 
Tunns are Gaelic, creagan and tumia, with the English 
plural added 

in. Gaelic names are fairly well stated, but the 
grammar is sometimes different from that of the names 
of the northern part of the county, and from that ordi- 
narily accepted. Tigh an trUgh, for instance, and Oraach 
a* bhearraich are in masculine form, though ordinarily, 
and perhaps more correctly, they should take the femi- 
nine forms, tigh na trihighe and crnach na bearraiohe 
(the latter, from beithir, a monster, and not from bearach, 
a dog-fish, would be better spelled beathrach). On the 
other hand, Dalnahasaig is feminine, though it is usually 
masculine : dail an aisig, the field by the ferry. 

Achagoyle » achadh gaothail, windy field. 
Achnaleppiii » achadh na leth-pheighinn, half -penny 
{\znA)field. 
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Bftrnakill is BJurr na coiUe. Though the name shows 
the form of -kiUp there is no church there. If one is not 
familiar with a locality and even with its history, this 
'km form may mislead. I spent months in looking for 
St. O'Craw, as I thought he was commemorated in Kilo- 
craw K., but he was not '^ among the Saints/' for the 
name is simply OoilIe-ehn6, the nuUwoodl 

Bftroile - B&rr aoil— the Barr where there is linu. 

Banailleach » mod. Bter seileach, th$ wUlaw Barr. 
The old form was sail— compare Salachan. 

Oanuuwary a O&m + MBxziiBih^ pasturage. 

Oarron is on one of the sharp twists of the River Add, 
so it may have origin from Oar, a tzvist^ and an, which is 
a frequent formation of names. It is difiEicult to give the 
ordinary explanation of a rough river to the name here, 
even if we supposed that the name may have applied to 
even a part of the river here, where in fact it flows faster 
than in any other portion of its course. See Carlonan. 

Orarae. Although the name looks crooked, it may 
be very simple. There is Oraleckan » crft-leacaim close 
to it, and Leacann River and Loch, which suggests that 
the Cri-leacann is the starting point; from which it 
might be inferred that OA was adjectival in both names, 
and that -ndsreidh, or smooth^ or level (land), in the 
name Cr^rae. 

Orinan = crton, small^ withered + aiif on same lines as 
Ctorr-an. Orion-ach is dty brushwood. 

Dedra (Port an), the Port of the exile. This is the 
source of the name Dewar — Bail' an de6ra (p. 58). 

Drynlea cannot be anything but droigheami liath. 

Dnchaman = dubh-chikrn, with dim., an. 

Edderline «= eadar linne, between the pools. 

Burach := iiibhraoh, the yew-wood. 
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Qallanach = gallan, a branch; poetically a yauih 
{note) — also a rock^ standing stone + adi. 

Oanranchy » garbh, roughs + an + ach -f aldh. 

Oilp (Loch). See Nant^ p. 60. 

Olassary » glas + Idrictti, gr^ or green^ hioASh. 

Karnes » Camtis, a bay; a very frequent name. 

Kiarnan n= Oea(th)r(ainh)naa. See Kerran and mm. 

Lari^e. See p. 16. 

Lecknary » leac nafhrach, the (fiat) stone of the serpent. 
See p. 16. 

Lochgair » loeh getor, surely an appropriate name, 
short loch. 

Ktiiard is for mln-Mrd, the smooth ditcL See p. zz« 

Otter is oitir » od + tir. See p. 44. 

Pdtalloch B poU + taobh + loeh {nou). 

Stnmesker » iron iasgair, thefishet^s knowe. 

TajrnesB is tigh an eai» the house by the waterfall. 

Tibbertich, a name in -ach, from tipra. See Voc 
and p. 36. 

Tomdow » torn dnbh, the black hillock. 

Tollochgorm, the green hillock » tnllach + gorm. 

UilUan for nilea&s, the elbow. See p. 7. 

IV. The Norse names are few. There is Scodmig 
from stoda^ to scout + vik, Ormedg'* orohr + vit, Radmle, 
and Inyer-ae, in part 

V. The Church-names are Kilmartin » Oill Mh&rtain 
(p. 161), Kilbride » CHll Brlgide (p. 160), Kilmichael » 
Oill Mhicheil, Killineuar » Oill an iuhkBAr^j^ew church; 
Oill Eoin, John's church. 

VI. Eilean Aoghain is the same as Aodh + ain. 
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(2) From Furnace to the River Orcht 

In this large area the names are almost altogether 
Gaelic, and, upon the whole, fairly good Gaelic. Such 
a name as torn an sgalaig transgresses the ordinary 
grammar, and yet strangely enough it cannot be con- 
sidered altogether wrong. The form of the word is 
grammatically feminine, but the nuamng of the word 
is masculine, a farm-sitvant 

IL English names are very few. Ladyfield is English, 
but it may be a translation for dail na bain-tigheama^ 
and Kenmore is only quasi-English for Oeann mAr. 

III. The more or less difficult Gaelic names are : — 

Achftnaftfcwndach. See Fanans, p. 59. 

Achindrain » achadh an droiffMim, tkom-field. 

Achintiobairt » achadh an tiobairt^ well-field. 

Aidmangonl » achadh nan gobhal, farkfieU (noU). 

Ardchonnel is ftird + odngheaL See p. 59. 

Ardteatle » Mrd + teitheiL See p. 70. 

Bail* a' ghobhainn, the smitJi s farm. 

Balantyre » Bail' an t-saoir, the carpentef^sfarm. 

Barran is the dim. of bter, the small Barr. 

Beochlich (Allt) « bee + chldch, living stone {note). 

Booaird » boo + ^ird, the aird or high-land of bucks. 

Bochyle is b6 + ohoille, the cow-wood. 

Braokley » breao 4- leathad. 

Braevallioh » braigh a' bhealaioh. 

Brenacfaoil, almost certainly bridgh na ooUle. 

Oadaran = cad, narrow^ + Kt-zsL 

Oarlonan ^ car, a twisty or bend, + Unan. 

Ohoi^iain (Innis), Connaris isle. He had a bad 
reputation among his fellows of the F6inn [ju>t^ 
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CRuroiag (Allt a'), a genitive fonn of erasg, which see. 

CnaoQairt » daon + alrd, the sloping height. 

Odrrbhile (Bun) » cdrr + Ule, an edge. 

Oraim (Loch na) » loch na creamha. 

Oraleckan » erii, red^ bloody + leacaim, or erMh. 

Onrrach (a"). This ought to be an enrrach. Seep. 26. 

Dalmally » dail nUdUdh, with Uaohdar miilidh, sug- 
gests that the name has origin from the stream, which is 
the usual way. The name would therefore point to a 
very old origin, which has not yet been clearly determined 
{noti). Kilmaillie is almost certainly from a different 
source, see p. 75. 

Dailchexma » dail (Jhoinnich, Kenneth's field. 

Douglas (river), an exceptionally old Gaelic name 
Dnbhy blacky is yet in common speech^ but glas for a 
stream is not, and has not been for a very long time. 
The name, however, like Finglas, flonii-gblaSy white^ 
or bright^ stream^ is thoroughly Keltic, eg. Douglas (here), 
Douglas (Man), Dowlais (Wales), Dub-glaissi, gen. (L. na 
h-Uidhre), which are all the same, and from the same 
source. 

Dmmlee » dmim li&th (Colours). 

Dnimork and Archaa (river) seem to contain the 
same root, and the same as Aircaig (river), namely, old 
arc, blach. 

Drynloh (Innis) = iuiifl droighnich, the isle cf^ox by 
the thom-woad, or Dmidhnioh, Druids. 

Dychlie can hardly be other than dnbh-ehoille, dark 
wood. 

Earalach (Lochan), the gen. of earail, a warning^ 
caution. Is this a dangerous lochan? 

Erediim. There is nothing in Gaelic that will explain 
the name but ehidinn, which means attendance upon, 
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or nursing of, the sick. There is hardly room to doubt 
that this is the same word, but why the place was so 
named is difficult to say. 

Lobhftir (abhainn) is t^er'ttver^ but in old usage 
lobhar was any diseased ipecson. It is ahnost certain that 
this should be labhaTi loud-sounding. 

Oitir is the name given as '' Otter/' a sloping land 
by the sea — z toAznA ; for old od, ad + tlr, land^ there- 
fore od-tlr. It is Uitir in Luing. 

Pennymore -■ a' pheighinn Iiih6ri the large penny-land. 

Sallacfary is laileach-Uridh, mod. Boileach, willow. 

Saonach from Barnh, sorrel -■ iiainhnach is the same 
name as 

Bonaohaa (with dim. an). 

SffArnach (ruadh) — sgdr, Sc. scaur^ Eng. scar^ a 
cliff or a sharp rock + madh, red 

IV. The Norse names are few. Inverary named upon 
the River Aray is hybrid, the Inbher being Gaelic (p. lo), 
— aray Norse. More than one word is possible for the 
first part of — ior^ eg. or, an oar^ et-r, a ewe^ and eyr-r, 
a gravelly beach^ or bank. I prefer the last, therefore the 
Inbher of the sandy-banked river— iot there can be no 
doubt regarding the final i « river. Shira (River and 
Loch) is also Norse. 

V. Kilblaan (p. 175), Oaibeal Ohiarain (p. 170), Kil- 
maillie (p. 75), Kilmun (p. 163), and Olachai^ the stone 
churchy are all the Church-names* 

VI. Loehan Mhic Dhiarmaid » dia + ermit (are- 
ment, on-minding). Eng. Dermot means ** God-reverenc- 
ing;' and p. 95. 

Omaeh Mhic Ohaolie is not familiar Gaelic, if it is 
not for Uac fhaolaidh - MacLellan, '< Wolf-son:' 



Digitized 



by Google 



COWAL 45 

cowai^o6mhohal 

L The whole of the district between Loch Fyne and 
Loch Long is included under this name, for convenience, 
even if it may not be strictly correct The district has 
been thought to have been named upon Comhghal, son 
of Domangairt and grandson of Fergus M6r MacErc, the 
founder of the Dalriadic kingdom — as Lome was sup- 
posed to have been named upon Loarn, brother of Fergus 
M6r. All this tradition, however, is open to doubt {noU). 

IL In the Loch-Fyne third of Cowal, English names 
are very few and of no interest. 

in. The Gaelic names are very corrupt, especially 
on the south and east, where the English of the Low- 
lands comes into close contact. There are some names 
that are positive gems. Meall-an-T, for instance, is for 
meall an t-raidhe^ with Coirantee for coire an t-snidhe 
in the near neighbourhood, as gloss and explanation^ 

I have, for convenience of reference, divided the dis- 
trict into three parts. 

(i) From Loch Fyne to the Kyles, Loch Riddon, 

AND GLENDARUEL 

Achadalvory » achadh dail Hhoire. Dail-Hhoire is 
the earlier name, with achadh added later. 

Achagoyl » achadh gaothail, vnndy-JUld. 

Achanelid = achadh an eilid, hind-field^^ih Agree- 
ment exceptional. 

Acharossan = achadh + the dim. plural of ros. 

Aehnaddoch = achadh na sgitheach, haw-thom field. 

Ardgaddan = Urd ghad-«i, the plural of gad. 

Ardlamont is the Aird of the Laments « N. Idgmenn^ 
hiV'fnen—XocaWy Aird Mhic-Laomnum. 
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Ardmarnock = Urd mo Em-oc. See Church-names, 
p. 184. 

BallochAndrain - bealach an droighinn. 

Broii^eiff (Cruach na), the C. (Hill-names) of the 
whortU-birry. 

Oallow = cala, bay^ cave — a very appropriate name, by 
circumstances. 

Oamuilt (Cruach) is cmach a' cham-nillt, winding 
stream (cam + allt). 

Ohamdmairt (a') = cam + coairti a circling. Onairt is 
used as a noun, a circuity with cam as adj., here meaning 
crooked^ although essentially, and as a rule, it means 
simply bent 

Ohnilceachan (Cruach and Lochan) is a peculiar 
plural form, from cnilc, a reed 

Ooraohria seems to be o6rr + eriadh, with wrong 
Agreement Bndha mdr de chorachria^ quite close, 
seems to prove this rendering. 

Oorr-mheall. See c6rr and mealL 

Oraignafeich » creag nam fltheach, ravens' -rock. 

Dailinglongairt, which occurs twice at the head of 
Holy Loch, may quite well have its easy meaning from 
long + airt — in this position. 

Bvanaohan « Edglian + ach-an. This is doubtful, 
and exceptional even if right 

Oannisg (Barr) » gann, scarce^ + nisge, water. It is 
a very dry Barr. 

Inens, on the Kyles of Bute, is the English plural oi 
aoineadh » na h-aoinidh, p. 12. 

Largiemore » an leargach mhdr (p. i6). 

Lephinchapel ^ leth-pheighinn chapoll (;.tf.}, not Eng. 
chapel Cf. Lephinsearrach, K. 

Undsaig » N. /in, Gen. Ito-s+aig» vtk ; but see noU, 
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Mddailoch (Loch na) » the Gen. of mil, i>. meala + 
the old Gen. of dail, therefore the Loch of the haney^ 
Jield. 

Peilige (Rudha na), Parpoise-paint — '^A species of 
sea-animals most destructive of the sahnon ... are 
found playing in the Clyde o£F the Castle. These 
are called buckersi pellackSf or porpoises" (St. Ac — 
Dunbarton). 

Portayaidne is for Port a' mhadaidh, dog-part. 

Biddon (Loch) seems named upon a river {note\ 

Sgat (bheag and mh6r), the small and the little skate 
(shaped) islands. 

Stillaig is the -aig form with Gen. of steall, a sp<mt^ 
squirt^ or drop. Eng. dis --stiL Better Btiallaig, from 
stiall, a strip (of land), 

Tilgidh (Cam an) from tilg, throw— tho cairn of the 
tkrowingf perhaps of the shooting. 

(2) Between (i) and Loch Striven, Glen Kin, and 
Loch Eck to Strachur 

II. English names and translations are frequent. 
Southall and Springfield may be original English names ; 
but Milton, Salthouse, Loch-head (L. Striven), Midhill, 
and Little (River) must be translations. 

III. The Gaelic names are, upon the whole, good, 
although there are a few that need correction. 

Admagarran » achadh nan gearran (see getor), 
gikUng-field. 

Altgaltraig is allt + N. goltr^ a boar, + aig. The rcr 
currence of these gdAr-names, taken with the prevalence 
of the mnc-names in Argyll, is very interesting. We may 
wonder whether the Norseman translated an old native 
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Gaelic miic-name, or whether the wild-boar existed in 
the Norseman's time. According to Boyd-Dawkins, the 
wild boar was not extinct in Britain until well into the 
eighteenth century. 

Ardantraiye and Oolintraiye are for Aird an t-snaimh 
and Oaol an t-snaimli, referring to the fact that cattle 
used to be made to stvim across this the narrowest part 
of the Eastern Kyle (Oaol) into Bute. 

Ballochyla » Ball' a' OhaoU (p. 67). 

Bernioe is for Gael. Beiurnach, or Beamas (F.> 

Braingortan » bridgh nan goirtean. 

Branter (Gleann) is gleann a' bhranndair, gridiron^ 
but why? 

Chmdira » oon + chea(tli)ra(mhX dogs' quarter (land), 
p. i8| or oon, together^ + pi. of cr6| a fold {note). 

Ctoraddie » ooire f!EkU^ the long cofrie—ihe adjectival 
part being aspirated out, that is, fh is silent 

Ctorpank— is it Gknrpach? (p. 14). 

Oorrachaiye » coire a' chaitheamlL 

Oraigandaiye » oreag ft& daimh, ox-cra^. 

Omaeh (and Allt) Nenran is for crnach an fhiiuraini 
the Cruach (Hill-names) of the sibling. Fh is silent, and 
n of the article fixes On the beginning. 

Dnilater » an dnbh-leitir. See p. 21. 

Feorlean is \ht farthing land. See p. 18. 

Finnart » flonn, white (Old Gael, find), + Urd. Cf. 
Finglas. This adjective is not now in use ; its place is 
taken by geaL See dachfln and dochkeL 

Oarrachra » garbh + chea(th)ra(mh)i the rough quarter 
(land), p. 18. 

Oarvie refers primarily to the rough stream on which 
the farm is situated. It is from garhhy rough^ so common 
as garbh alt, rough stream. 
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Olendarael, said to be gleaim ik rnadh-tliail, the 
glen of the two red floods or rivers {noU). 

Olenlean = gleaim leatlmn, the broad glen^ and Glen 
Kin, gleaim cnmhang, the narrow glen. 

Inbherehaolain » Libber + cad, narrow^ + ain » 
a(bha)i]m, m^^r— the Inver of the river called narrow — 
an extremely descriptive name. Cf. Inverinan, p. 57. 

Lephinkill » letb-pbeighiim na cille, with the Clachan 
of Glendaruel, and the modern chm-ch, close by. 

BobQic (Allt) » allt an nadh-bhiiic, roelmck Water. 

Btriven (Loch) is Loch Straven (1695). There is a 
strong disposition towards the narrow vowel in this 
district. I therefore prefer the old form {note). 

Srondavain = sr6n damb, an or, stt^ + dim., ain. 

SronaAan = 8r6n nam flan ; flan(t)ag is the berry 
of Ef9^etrum nigrum^ the black crow-berry, or Crake- 
berry (Hooker), or the FingaUans Knowe (F.). 

Bgaraoh m6r (mountain), a variant of 8g6r and Sg&r, 
a scarred^ notched, or jagged hill (Hill-names). 

Tamhaiflg (Creag an), the rock of the*' brownie." This 
is from ambasg with the t of the article fixed on, like 
Tambnaeb, from sanibiiacb. 

Tambnacb (Bum). This form comes of the Article, 
which has fallen out, an t-Bamhnach, from gamb, sorrel. 
The same thing occurs in Morven. This t of the Article 
is the remnant of a longer word, which led to the aspira- 
tion and silencing of a. 

Vegain (Abhainn and Inbher). This is again a name 
in which the terminal -ain « abbainn. Cf. Inbher chao- 
lain — ^the first part is beagf little^ aspirated, therefore the 
small river. 
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(3) East of (2) to Loch Long 

IL English names are numerous, as might be ex- 
pected. Southhall, Springfield, Salt-house, Midhill, need 
no explanation. Milton, Burnt Islands, River Little, are 
clear translations. Couston and Troustan are distinctly 
irregular. 

III. The Gaelic names in the south are strongly 
perverted, and in some cases it is difficult to get them 
straight. In the northern part of the district the Gaelic 
names are good. 

Ardchyline is aird a' chnilinn, the Aird of the holly. 

Ardhallow is krd, the adj. high + talamh, land^ there- 
fore the high-laniL 

Ardentinny = aird an teine, the Aird of the fire. I. 
am not able to say whether the basis of the name is in 
the old Bealltuin or May-day need fires^ or in the very 
common &ire or watch fires. There can be no doubt as 
to the verbal meaning. 

Ardnadam. Although the English influence is driving 
this name into something like Ard-in-JUlam, it is almost 
certainly jdrd nan damh, ox or stag height^ but plural. 

Ardnahien » aird na h-aibhne, the Aird of the river. 

Ardyne (Point and Burn) with Glenfyne. The 
element here is Fyne the river = nn-e, the bright river 
— the same as in Loch nne. Compare Sheil-e. 

Badd (The), a Hill-name from Gael, bad, a thichet. 

Beach = beitheach, the birch-wood. 

Blairmore is the bUtr m6r, the great fields or moss. 

Bnthkollidar. The first part of the name is blith, 
now meaning shop^ but in older usage a hut^ or booths as 
in Eng. booths Gael, bothan + coille(d)air, a woodman 
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— therefore, the place of the woodmafCs hut. The first 
part meets us in other parts of Scotland as Boatb, Both, 
and Bo(h). 

dnniter is for daon-leitir, the inclining or oblique 
leitir, p. 21. The 1 has dropped out because nl is not an 
acceptable sequence. It is the n that usually disappears, 
but the 1 in the first syllable has caused the retention of 
n rather than of 1 in the second* 

Oorlarach = c6rr + Udrach. 

Oorrow = an ooire, the carrie (perhaps pi.) 

Ctoylet is the caol-leathad, p. 21. 

Onilmuich is cidl (na) muice^ thepigfs recess or nook. 

Donich (River, Beinn, and Inbher). Inveronich has 
the d aspirated out, as in Toberonchy for tobar-Dhonn- 
ohaidh. 

Dunoon is Gael. Dtm-omhan, with nasal short 6. 
This is why I have given this spelling of the name. 
Some have said that the second part may be the same 
element as in Loch Awe, Gael. Loeh Obha^ with open 
short 0, but this is quite impossible. The form strongly 
suggests that the terminal is a noun feminine, and most 
probably a river name, which would be good enough 
if we knew that the name of the stream flowing at the 
foot of the hill was anything like this — ^and, even if we 
do not know the stream-name, the suggestion remains. 
Compare Dun-add, the fort on the (river) Add » fhada, 
or the long river. The form not being a Masc. gen. 
does away with the possibility of a personal name like 
Dtm-Ddrnhnaill, or Dim-BoBtain, K., and also with the 
possibility of a descriptive second term like Dnn-ldmeig, 
or Dun dureaffaig, R It must be a gen. Sing. fem. or a 
gen. Plur. masc. — ^the latter most unlikely. The whole 
feeling is towards a river-name in -an, and there is 
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nothing in the form against hdbBJif foamy as the base 
of the name. Omna is old Gael, for oak-tru. 

Dornoch (Point) is a name in -ach, from ddm, a fist^ 
therefore the place of pebbles, or round stones of the 
size of the fist. 

Dmmsyme « drnim fine, from sian, a stormy therefore 
the stormy Druim. Cf . Loch Fyne, &c. 

Eachaig (River) and district also, seems to point to 
the district Eachaigi or the place of horses^ as the origin 
of the name for all its connections, with the River and 
with Loch Eck — L. Echaig (note). 

Knbracken » flonn + bhreae + an. Fionn is old Adj. 
white^ clear J or bright^ and breaean is a descriptive name 
in -an (p. 8), from breac, spotted or striped— \ht same 
as breaean, a tartan plaid. Compare Dubh-aig, and 
Liath-aig, L. 

Oairletter = getar-leitir (p. 21). 

Oantocks. Oanihn(t)aich is a favourite name for stirk- 
shaped small island rocks. There is no clear reason 
against this rendering here. 

Oarrowchorran - garbh, rough, + corr-an. 

Oailich (Ard na) is (aird na) gUllich, which means 
a place where cattle were wont to contract a disease 
of this name — an inflammatory swelling of the gums. 
Cf Achinarnich, flux-field (in cattle also). 

Olenfyne. See Ardyne. This is the same word, with 
f aspirated out, as it always is in the Masc. Genitive. 

Olenkinglas is gleann + dnn-glas, ihtglen named on 
the head of the river— f^^. See Pinglas. It is not possible 
to derive the name from Pin-glas, although the suggestion 
is apparent Ard-Kinglas is at the mouth of the river on 
Loch Fine. 

Inellan. There can be no doubt that this name is 
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t-an-eileaii, although it is not at all easy to be sure of 
the value of the first element ; and there is the further 
di£Bculty that there is no island within nameable distance, 
except The Pirch^ which is a very small thing now, even 
if it may have been considerably larger in the past. If 
the Norseman was not so remarkably absent from the 
names on the Clyde, and of this districti a duplication 
of the island name might be ofiFered as explanation — N. 
ey and G. eileaii with the Gaelic article. 

Inyerchapel ^ inbher chapoU. 

Laglingartan must be a Genitive form, from longairt 
(P« 25) a lag luingairt + an. 

Letter may is either Leitir mhaith or L. mhaighe^ the 
good (land) Z. or the Moy-leitir. 

mrainne (Goirtean a')— rightly Ooirtean a' bhninne, 
a stream, rapid cumnt. 

Miseaff (Cruach nam) » mlimseagy a yearling she- 
goat, from meaim, a kid. 

Poll Ohorkan = pi. of core, a knife, or Eng. cork. 

Bestil (Loch). See Preasdal (p. 31). 

Riachain (Eas) is from riach, tear^ + ain, as in Inver- 
Inain. 

Sron bhochlan = srdn bhnachaillean, shepherds' knowe. 

IV. Norse names are not numerous. Ascog and 
Ormidale are pure Norse ; Ardlamont and Alltghaltraig 
are hybrids ; Abhainn Osde and Bagh Osde are also mix- 
tures. It is distinctly remarkable how few Norse names 
are in this district and upon the Firth of Clyde. It would 
seem that there was some check upon the Norseman in 
this direction, which he endeavoured to remove at the 
battle of Largs (October 2, 1263), and failed. 

V. The Church is not very frequent in Cowal. There 
is Kilfinan and Kilmun, both famous churches, and 
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perhaps named upon one and the same Saint. In Kal. 
(Oct 21 n) occurs Fintan .i. nomen artos i. Mandn = 
mofhindn .L Fintan, i>. his name at firsts ue. Mundu 
my FindUf i.e. Fintan. So it is not unlikely that the 
whole district of Cowal came under this one religious 
name and influence from Kilmun as centre (p. 165). 
There is Kilbride also, and Kildavaig and Kilail, but I 
am not sure that the last two are at all Gills. There are 
several names about Dunoon which probably have a 
Church origin, such as Oleann M6ra]g» Ard Fillayn, 
Kilbride Hill, and the Bishop's Seat There is Kil- 
marnock Hill on Loch Striven ^ Oill mo Ern-oc, but 
there is no indication of his church. 

VL Personal names, with exception of those in Eng- 
lish, are quite wanting. This shows the commendable 
good taste of the inhabitants of Cowal. It may indeed 
be said that Argyll altogether compares to great advantage 
in this way with other counties, some of which have been 
vulgarised exceedingly by "this craving after immor- 
tality" of small people. 
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LORNE— LATHARNA 

I. In this district is included all that part between 
Loch Awe and the sea on the west, from the foot of Loch 
Awe to Loch Etive. The usual and traditional explana- 
tion of the name is that it is that of Loarn, son of Ere 
and brother of Fergus M6r of the early Dalriads. A 
similar explanation is given of Cowal — that it was named 
after Comgal^a grandson of Fergus M6r. I am far from 
satisfied with this explanation, but I have none other to 
oCFer, better or worse. The old forms are no help. 
They are Ladhama, Lagharna, Laverna, without any 
plan or suggestion {note). 

n. There are not many English names. Hayfield, 
Kirkton, Midmuir, may be translations; Australia and 
New York are clearly imports. 

(i) From the Foot op Loch Awe to Abhainn- 

PHlONAIN 

in. This district is nearly all Gaelic, and it is fairly well 
done, so that the exceptional names are not numerous. 
It is a little troublesome because of its broken west coast 
with its many small islands. On this west side there is 
a good deal of Norse. 

Achinamich » achadh an etomich, murrain-Jield. 

Avieh (Loch, river, Dail-) = amhaich {of) the neck^ 
most appropriate to the neck of land between the northern 
end of Loch Avich and Loch Awe. 

Bailivicair is the vicat^s farm—oi Kilbrandon, no 
doubt. 

Barnacarry » Uurr na cairidh. Oairidh is a mound. 
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or a semi-circle of stone, thrown round the mouth of a 
river, or at the end of a sea-loch, so that fish getting in 
there on full tide are left stranded on the ebb. 

Bamaline » birr an Ulean, the meadow Barr. 

Barmaddy = Uurr a' mhadaidh, the do^s Barr. 

BhUaifl (Lochan a'), bidaa is a pot-hook. 

Bilrrich-bean seems to be a double corruption of 
Beinn a' bhtliridh. Btdreadh means generally roaring or 
bellowing^ but it is specially applied to the rutting season 
of deer. 

Oaddletown is perhaps a hybrid cadal, sleepy + town^ 
for an old Bail' a' chadail, sleepytown^ or farm. It is an 
Oadal-ad-an locally— of same meaning. 

Oheallair (Loch a'), (of) the cellarer^ or steward, of 
the (Monastery ?) Church of Kilmelfort. 

Oraignamoraig = oreag na M6raig, Sarah's rock. The 
article is not as a rule used in personal place-names. 

QraigniBh is Gael, oreag + N. nes, rock-ness. 

Dailermaig » dail + Dhiarmakl, which is locally pro- 
nounced Dhiarmaig (P.). 

Dalachuliah = dail a' chaolaia (caol), the field by the 
Narrow. 

Ddirlm (on Loch Avich) is peculiar, where there is 
no tide — but compare tUdlean on Loch Shell, p. 87. Of 
course fresh water lakes have their rise and fall, and 
analogy may account for the name. 

Bama (Eilean na h-), one of the many forms of 
N. Byr-r. 

Eleraig and Elerig, and Eleric P., have their best 
explanation from lolaireig, p. 8. 

Oarranm = garbh-shrdn, rough-knowe^ or nose. 

Oemmil « geiun, lowing^ + ail (?) 

Innie (on Loch Tralaig) is interesting as an Aoineadh 
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on an inland lake, but there is a fine example on Loch 
Awe. 

Inyerinaa » inbher-fhlon-abhaimit the Inver of the 
bright river. There is abhainn fhlonaln, but it is almost 
certain that there is a repetition of abhainn here, and 
that ftonain itself is flon-abhainn. Compare Glenfinnan 
» gleaim fhion-abhainn. 

ILilmhealaird is as nearly as possible the correct native 
pronunciation of Kilmelfort«T-perhaps OiU a' Mhill Mrd. 
See MeaU (Hills). 

Lagalochaa » lag anlochain. It is quite a common 
thing that n of the Gaelic article drops out before L 

LeacoUagain is leac + a personal name + the double 
diminutive ag-an, leac 01a(fh)-again. 

Lttrgychoniemore « learg a' chonnaidh-m6r. For the 
grammar of this see p. 9. 

Lome (Corrie) must be referred to the same source as 
the district name. 

Maolaehy » maol-achadh, baid or bare fidd. 

Hhadail (Sr6n) « mhadaidh + ail. 

Oade (river). Compare fln-e^ Seil-o^ &c. (m^). 

Pollanduich » poll an dnbhaidh (dnbh)— in Islay also. 

Sell (Sound of, and Oban, and Loch). A now name- 
less river, Saoil (locally), may have been the starting- 
point of the names, but Saoil is applied to the whole 
island cut off by the Sounds of Seil and Clachan {note). 

Tralaig (Loch), also based upon a river*name, tradh, 
a fish speary ail + aig. 

Tnmalt » tium, a tum^ + aUt^ a bum. 
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(2) From FIon-abhainn to Loch Etive 

Achcasdle - achadh a' chaiBteil, castU-field. 

Achleyen = achadh leamhain, elm-field. 

Achnamaddy » na madadh» dog (kindyfield. 

Annat is the parent church of a monastery. Bishop 
Forbes thought the name was that of a heathen goddess 1 
This was the Annat of Kilchrenain. 

Ardnaskie == aird an fhaagaidh, tie Aird of shelter. 

Ariogan » idridh Sogaiiii Hughie's Uridh. 

Awe (Loch, river, Inver), are locally Loch-^hai but 
the river is Atha and Bnn-atha — a very peculiar differ- 
ence (note), 

Balindore » baile an detea, pilgrim-town {note). 

Balinoe is a hybrid, baile an bmu^n or perhaps better, 
am Baile nodha, new town (F.). 

Barachander » Mux a' channtalr. Was this the Barr 
of the cantor of Kilchrenan ? 

Braglenmoreand -beg— bridgh-ghleann, ''brae "-glen. 
The adjectival part being first makes the name a com- 
pound noun, and therefore takes the masc. adjectives 
m6r and beag. 

Oathlnn is a lump, an excrescence — a figurative name. 

Ohaineachain (Lochan a') is the dim. of canacb, eirio- 
fhorum (Bot.) 

Olachadow » dacha dnbha, the blacky or dark^ stones. 

Olengh is a lowland Scots import. It is quite common 
in Lowland names, meaning a rocky precipice^ or a cliff, 
and sometimes a glen. See Jamieson. 

Onodomain » cnoc + lorn, naked, + dim. an. Loman 
is a naked, or needy, one, therefore the cnoc of the needy 
one, unless lorn applies to the cnoc itself as being naked 
or bare. 
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OoilltPiiigh is coille + Nais, an 0I4 Gaelic personal 
name — NaisKs wood. 

OonllictSt at junction of Loch Awe, with river Awe 
and other streams, is simply a translation of coingheal, 
whirlpools^ or meetings of waters. 

Oorachadh and Oorlarach are cdrr + achadh and + 
UdradL 

Ohoromaig (Allt a') is either gen. of the personal 
name Cormac, or from cothrom, level. This last word 
is most interesting. It in fact means equal weighty that 
which holds the beam level; therefore, the watershed^ 
where streams flow, in a sense, equally towards both 
sides of the cothrom, or watershed 

Oratten (Glen), natively Oleann cmitein, is evidently 
named on the stream {note). 

Dorlin, on Loch Avich, a fresh- water lake, is peculiar, 
see p. 15; but it is not more so than Oeami mara on 
Loch Awe, or tUdlean, Loch Sheil. 

Fanaiui = na Fina, gentle slopes^ pi. of fin. It comes 
into a bhin = a (bh) fin, downwards, 

FeoGhain (Loch, and Rivers — m6r and beag). The 
name has origin from the river, locally Faoch-ain. 
Faoch is a winkky but the essential idea is in the shape — 
a whorlf and whirl-pool^ the latter being a characteristic 
of these rivers. 

Qlenamachrie » gleami na machrach, the field- or 
carse-glen. 

Killhoqnich, for Oill Ohomnich (p. 171). 

Kilvarie is coille a bharra (gen. of Mdrr), the Barr- 
wood. 

IdTir (Abhainn and Inver) has in it the root lighe, a 
flood (p. 77)b This terminal is not common in river- 
names. Cf. Leven. 
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Nant (Loch and Gleann). This is a very exceptional 
name. It is without doubt the same word that is met 
with so very often in Welsh names ; for instance, Nant 
(Denbigh), and Nant-Clywd, Nant-ddu (Brecon), Nant- 
garw (Glamorgan), Nant-mor (Merioneth), and many 
more. It is the same in meaning as Gael. gleuiii» and 
when we say Oleann-Nant we simply say GUn-gUn. The 
word can be followed into Continental names. The 
point of great interest is how the name got there, a 
purely Cymric or Cymro-British word, from the lan- 
guage of a people that have never been thought to have 
entered the Highlands. There, however, the name is, 
and its origin cannot l>e doubted, and perhaps it is not 
the only one. More may underlie this than can rightly 
be inquired into here. Loch-gilp, for instance, may have 
its best interpretation through Welsh, as Loch-gw^b, or 
as it was in Old Welsh, ffolip^ the wet^ damp^ or swampy 
loch, which is not at all unfitting. There are, and there 
have been, other Argyll names which distinctly suggest 
that the Britons of Strathclyde went '^ beyond Dum- 
barton." The only Gaelic word which comes near the 
name, filb, a chis€l^ does not seem pertinent. 

Nell (Loch). This is simply Loch nan eala, swan- 
lak$. 

Pennyfkiar is the Peighinn fhnar, the coU penny-land. 

Siar (Loch) is the WesUm lock (p. 78). 

Taymore = tigh m6r, the big house. 

Taynnilt = tigh an niUt, the house by the bum. 

Tervin is most likely tairbhein, from tarbh, a bull— 
a masculine form on the same lines as feminine -aig 
names. 

Thanahine = tigh na h-aiUma, the house by the river. 

Tromlee (Loch) is pecuUar. Trom-lighe is night-mare^ 
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which this name almost certainly is; but why so is 
beyond me. There is, however, lighe, a flood {^. 77). 

IV. On the west coast of Lome there is quite a 
number of Norse names, but there are not many inland. 
Almost all the numerous small islands here are Norse in 
name : An^a, Plrndd^a^ Luing^ On^a^ OnDM^Uf Shon'M, 
Ton^a ; and AgkniMh, DegnlMb, Bardaie^ are coast names. 
Ratejr and Scamadale are inland. 

V. The Church-names are Annat, Bailevicair with 
others, and Kilbrandon»Oill Bhrannftin (p. 175), Kil- 
bride » GUI Brigide (p. 160), Kilchattan^CKU Ohatain 
(p. 175), Kilchoan=Oill Ohomhgbain (p. 178), Kilchrenan 
bCMU Ohretharnhnain (p. 177), Kilmahu»Oill mo Ghoe^ 
Kilmaronog»Oi]l mo B6iiag (p. 182), Kilmelfort (p. 57), 
Kilmore»Oill Mholra, KUmary^ Kilmun=OiU Mtinn^^ft 

(P- 53)- 

VI. Personal names are : — 

Ohaifldn (Loch MhicX perhaps better Hhic-Aflcain ; 
most probably a Norse name, akin to, if not the same as 
Mac-Askil, formed from as-kettil s moM^kettUf the sacri- 
ficial vessel {kettU) of the Norse Anses, or gods. 

(Maran (Eilean Mhic) is the dusky one (see Colours). 
This is the name and meaning of the two St Kiarans. 
See p. 170. 

Ghoinnidi (Lochan diol). Oain-neach is the fair one^ 
akin to the (ten-nach and Oainneachain (Eiriophorum)^ 
or bogwool'Plant TA(A here means revenge or satis/action^ 
and the name doubtless contains a history. 

Onaraig (Lochan Mhic), the name Kennedy — of old 
Mac-Ualraig, from older Walrick. Mac-Quarrie, Mac- 
Wharrie, is a Gaelic name from goaire, proud^ noble. 

Isaac (Port Mhic) is a Biblical name. 

Tiachlainn (Bagh) is a Norse name in origin, very 
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likely Loch-lann, or fiord-land^ itself ; therefore, Mac- 
Lachlan = a son of Scandinavia. 

Mhjtftain (Loch Mhic). Martin was the famous 
Saint " of Tours " (p. i6i). The fox is strangely enough 
called an gille lUMaui, perhaps because March (Martins 
mensis) is his favourite time of activity. 

NechtaJn (Airidh). This is a Pictish name. It comes 
to us now as Macnaughton. 

Boich (Lochan Mhic a'). Munro^ which is of terri- 
torial origin, from Bun-roe, the foot of Roe (Buaidh), a 
river in co. Derry, from which the family is said to have 
had origin (Mb). 

(3) The Islands.— I Shuna, 2 Luing, 3 Torsay, 4 Seil, 
5 Easdale, 6 Kerrara. 

I. These are all Norse names. 

II. There are no English names, excepting the per- 
sistent translations. Island, Sound, Point. 

III. The Island in which a name occurs is indicated 
by its figure, as above given. 

AchafoUa (2) = achadh -h phoUa, the gen. pi. of poll, 
puddle^ pooL There is no kinship with Inver-foUa. 

Airdintrive (6) is Aird an t-snaimh, the point at 
which, as in C, cattle swam across to the mainland. 

Aireig (Sgeir na h-) (2), most likely fanciful — the 
gland-shaped skerry* 

AirdaJiamair (2), Aird -h an -t- amair, the bed of a 
river ^ or stream channel 

Airdchoric (6) = idrd a' choirce, oats- or com-aird^ 

Bach (island) (6) = bac, a bank^ hip^ ledge of rock. 
N. hak^ of same meaning. It is used with the Art. 
am bac. 

Ballahnan (2) = baile a' chnain, lit. ocean steading or 
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farm^ which is quite pertinent, but the shade of differ- 
ence in sound between Onaii and Oumhaiig, narrow^ 
which also is appropriate, is very small. 

Btar-driMig (2) » Btar + dris, bramble^ + aig. 

RheArnalg (Port a") (6), particularly fitting to the Port 
or bay, which is exactly a notch or a bite. 

Hhreafllaig (Rudha) (6)= Breasail (pers. name) + aig. 

CM (Port nan) {i),pen {loXd) port. 

OidM (Sgeir na) (2). It seems impossible to give this 
any meaning, but through 0O8, a hollow^ or a cave, even if 
this gen. form is not familiar. 

Diar (Sgeir) (2). With Sgeir hhmdhtj yellow skeny^ 
Dubh sgeir, black skeny^ and Glas-eilean all around it, one 
might readily think that this was Oiar Bgeir, hoary skerry^ 
especially because EUean mhie Oiarain is next to it, 
within a quarter of a mile. I venture, however, to 
suggest that it is ail(d)iar sgeir, the west skerry^ with the 
old d of the art. reasserting itself, as we have it in deigh 
= aii(d)eigh, the ice^ dearc - an(d)earc, the speckled {on^\ 
and in many other words. 

EUery (Hill) (6). See Eleraig (p. 56). 

Feandain (Rudha na) (6), almost certainly ftmntain, 
the benufnbment from cold. It is to be noticed that many 
Points are named in this way — ^from the exposure entailed 
in ''negotiating" them. Compare Rudha nan Amhlaia- 
tean, V. 

Figheadair (Sgeir nam) (2), the weavers' skerry. 

Tnrachail (Binnein) (2), the hill of watchfulness^ or the 
watch-hill. 

Gri^raidh (Sgeir) (2), from griadhradh, roasting. 

Oylen (na) (6) for gUlean, iln/r— figurative. 

Lidr-bhan (i), the white mare — on the same lines as 
the gamhnai rocks^ which are so frequently thus named. 
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Bedegich (Rudha) (6)— almost certainly for r6iticbidh, 
from rftdh, smooth^ r<iticli| put things smooth, straight^ 
correct^ ready. 

Scanach (Rudha) (6). The word is GaeliCi but not 
now familiar. The root idea is in sgan, disperse^ scatter. 

Seoul (Eilean) (2) — most likely N. sItva/, a squall. It 
is not Gaelic. 

Slatrach (6) is from glat^ a rod^ or twigy + ar-ach, the 
place of twigs f doubtless from the woody growth there. 

Toberonochy (2) » tobar Dhonnchaidh, Duncan's 
well. 

IV. Orosalg (Eilean) (6) is Norse, and possibly Culli- 
pol (2). 

V. The Church appears, perhaps, in Eilean mhic 
Oiarain (2), and in Port PUbtmic (6). 

VI. Budlia mhic MbBXcniB—Mac-Marfuis, from old 
GzeLmsTCf a horse, still remaining in the spoken language 
as mare-aich, a rider. 

Lachlainn (Bagh). See p. 6i. 
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APPIN— AN APUINN 

I have for convenience of reference included in this 
name the whole district from the River Awe to Loch 
Leven. I know that in doing so I am doing wrong, 
because the real Appin was never so extensive as this ; 
but as my purpose is only to examine names, I hope 
this transgression may be overlooked. 

I. The meaning of the district name is clearly the 
Abbeylands pertaining to the Abbacy of Lismore — of 
OUl-mo-Loag— to which full reference is made under 
the Church-names. The older form of the name is 
Abdaine. It is frequent all over the range of the 
Columban Church. It takes the Lat form AbboHa 
and Abthania in old documents. The Gaelic p comes 
of the double ^— Ooromarbhsat in Apaidh et xv viros 
do Srnithibh na CHlle (lona). An. Ulst.^ a.d. 986. 

II. There are not many English names in this large 
area. Such names as Black-crofts are translations. Sea- 
bank is a new name. Dallens is an English plural form, 
added to an already plural Gaelic name — dail-ean, 
fiilds. 

For purposes of reference, I divide the district into 
two parts. 

(i) West of Loch Etive to the Sea 

The names here are easily understood by one who 
knows them, but many of them have been spoiled 
exceedingly by an English affectation, which, strangely 
enough, has come from within and not from that outside 

E 
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pressure which is so excusable on the Clyde border, for 
instance. Hardly a name has escaped this perversion 
on the low ground. This is now, however, done with. 
The names are as beautiful as ever when stripped of 
their outlandish garments. 

Achacha is achadh a' chadha, the field of the path. 

Acfanacone is Achadh-nan-con, the dog-field. 

Admacree is Achadh-na-craoibhe, tree-field 

Ardentiimy is idrd an teine, the fire height (note). 

Ardtnr = ard an tidr, the height of the tower. 

Acharra = achadh a' charraigh, the field of the standing 
stones^ from carragh. The standing stones are there now. 

Ardochay is ardach, with the loc. ending -aidh, from 
&rd, high, + ach + aidh. 

Ardseile = iffd + seile. This last part is very old. 
Adamnan, in his Life of St. Columba, calls the Ardna- 
murchan river Sale, and it is Selli in D. L. The source 
of the name is akin to, or the same as, that of BeilCi 
saliva, still remaining in the Gaelic-spoken language — 
e.g, a' ghlas Bheile, the water-brash. Although there is no 
river named Seile near this name now, it may almost be 
taken for certain that the stream flowing into Kintalen 
= Oinn an t-s^ean, was so named in the past. The 
word must have been a general term, much the same 
as " Water " is used now in Kintyre — but very long ago. 

Baileyeolain >= baile a' bhe61-ain, from bidle + a dim. 
of beal, a mouth, or Beolan, a person name. 

Balloch, with accent on the first syllable, is bealach, 
a pass. 

Barcaldine = am B&rr calltiuim, the hazel-Barr. 

Benderloch is beinn (ea)dar(dhJ^)locb, the ben between 
the two lochs — Loch Etive and Loch Creran. This is 
now the district name, but it must have had origin from 
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some mountain, almost certainly the very fine befam 
hhreac (2324). Compare Beinn-ralloch and Beinn- 
mh6r-luich — the Ben of the great loch (Lomond) — which 
shows a peculiar genitive, the same as in Beochlich. 

Bhocain (T6rr a') " bogie " hUl (see Hill-names). 

Blarereen » bUkr + crithum, aspen-field. 

GamuB anfUkis is growth Bay, a reference, no doubt, to 
the good growth which one sees in a specially sheltered 
Oamiu. This is a very fine example of a Camus. 

Ohrinlet (Eas a'). Eas a' chzln-leathaid, from ciion, 
very small, and leathad; p. 21. 

Oreran (Loch), named upon the river {noti^ 

Oidrte (Camus na), court-bay. I cannot say why it is 
so named. « 

Onlcharan « CNd, the back of, + ctoi in pi. 

Ghuralain (Beinn) a CNir (Hill-names) + al + ain. 

Dalachulish^dail a' OhaolaiB, ike field by the Narrow 
(Oaolas) on Loch Creran. 

Dalnatrat=dail na tritghad, the field by the shore. 
This is an old genitive form. We find traighe, and even 
traigh, frequently in recent names, but tribglia and this 
tribffbad are the old genitives. 

Duirinnis is Norse, » dfr, a deer, or wild animal, + nes, 
and I have wondered if the best explanation of Duror 
may not be found in the same direction ; as il^r+A»r, 
with some word lost at the beginning — some word 
governing the genitive form. 

Etive (Loch, River, and Glen). This is not an easy 
name. Many explanations have been offered, but none 
has been satisfactory. If we examine the name, one or 
two things are clear. First, the name is Gaelic essentially 
in sound and form. The terminal part, which we should 
expect to take the genitive form, is doubtless the locative 
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case-form, with which the Gaelic ear is quite familiar. 
The stem, then, is the only difiEiculty. There are several 
possibilities. There is ^ite and At-eadh, a stretching or 
extending^ referred to the same root as is found in Lat 
inte^ to go. This is quite pertinent and appropriate to this 
fine far-extending river and glen. There is again fit-icfa| 
fierce^ or gloomy^ although this, being an adjective, seems 
to be out of the question. And there is fit-eagy a white 
pebbU^ which could easily give name to the river. I 
prefer to offer another rendering. The old Gaelic for 
cattle was tit and even tit-ibh, the exact form as it stands. 
This is the root element in fendail, cattle^ in even the 
present-day speech = (f)-tit-aiL My defence of this in- 
terpretation, or rather my great witness, is that the 
grand Bnachaill-^tiyei the herdsman of Etive^ is there 
looking after his cattle in the fine valley below. The 
name comes, as is almost always the case, from the river, 
and comparative instances are abundant — e^. Echaig and 
Gour, from horse and goat^ in the rivers of that name. 

Faodhail (Loch). See General Terms, p. 15. 

Fasnadoich = feuwdh na cloiche. The first part is a 
fairly common element in names. It carries the mean- 
ing of a point of land, level always and green, with a 
dwelling-house, or steading, upon it. The Fasadh- 
fekma on Loch-Eil is a good instance. 

Fiamiaidh (Sg6rr nam)s8g6Tr nam flaim(t)-aidh, the 
heath'berryj Bgbrr* 

Fraochaidh is the heather-y place ; a good example of 
the locative form, which usually appears with terminal 
-ie and -y^ as in Largie, Lorgie, Tangy, &c. 

Oaoireaii (Allt nan). It is strange not to find this 
word in the dictionaries, but it is a well-known Gaelic 
word. It means the dry dung of animals* 
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Invemahyle = inbher na h-iola. lola here takes a 
Gaelic genitive form, but whether the word itself is 
Gaelic is open to doubt lola is Gaelic for a fishing-rock^ 
and it is quite possible here, but it is not probable. It 
is very interesting to notice that while this name takes 
the Gaelic article, Inverfolla does not. The river Folia 
is not now so named, although Inverfolla is there, show- 
ing without doubt that FoU-a was the name of the stream 
which joins the lola, about a mile up. There are one 
or two points of interest. lola, lUie, and Isla are 
frequent river-names. They are very old, and they 
almost certainly convey the same meaning. The root 
idea has been referred to the same as that in Lat 
i-re^ togOf or in this, to flew. The name may, therefore, 
be old Keltic. On the other hand, we must observe that 
the Norseman shows himself distinctly in this neighbour-, 
hood. There is BHska and Sboaap and especially Glen- 
8tocka»date in the next valley, so that with the terminal 
-i, the Norse for rivert in both lola and F611a, we may 
be excused a suspicion that both names are really 
Norse. 

Kintalen is Omn an t-sailean, thi head of the Siilean, 
and a very good example of a Sdilean. 

Udr (Lochan an), level ground^ a plain, a floor^ in the 
sense that ''the floor of the glen" is spoken of — in fact 
lAr is the same word ^s floor in origin. 

Leich is for leth-ach, and leideag is of the same kind 
Bleth-ad-ag, where leth is a half or a side, of a valley or 
district. 

Lore is '' Ossianic " and modern. 

Lurgan (Beinn mo), a shank^ shin-bone^ tibia. One of 
the body-names (p. 7), although it is awkward to find 
the accent on m6 in the Survey rendering. 
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Mnidhe (Leac nam) is a chum — ^the flag-stone of the 
churns. 

PoUanach ^ poUi a mud-hole or pool + an-ach. 

Balachail » saile, wUlow^ + choill, wood. 

Selma is from the same source as Lora. 

Sglnich (Beinn) and Sgoiliaird (Beinn) I am not able 
to explain satisfactorily. 

8henvalie=8eaii-bhaile, old farm. This is Shambelly, 
in Bute 1 

Siaa » flithean, a fairy-knowt. 

Stairchaol = staidhir, a stair^ + caol. 

Teitheil (Rudha and River) is from teth, hot^ + ail » 
(s)amhail; similis. This is most likely the explanation of 
the curious name Teatle (p. 72). 

TriUeachan (Ard and Beinn), the pied oyster-catcher. 

Triochadain (Loch and Achadh), trioch, a stripe^ 
+ ad + an. 

Tynribbie ^ tigh an ribidh. Bibe is a snare^ from 
verb rib, snarCf therefore the house of the snaringf 
without doubt ; but what is the history of this house 7 



(2) East of Loch Etive 

Oeitlein (AUt and Beinn) — cannot now explain. 

Oochull is the same essentially as Lat. cucuUus^ a 
hoodf but in Gaelic usage it is applied to the outer skin, 
or husk, of fruit, as cochnll cn6, a nut husk. 

Ooileter » colli, u^^^^H- leitir (p. 21). 

Oopagach (Meall). Oop + ag-ach, the docken-BxHif the 
place of the cop-ag, which is dim. of cop, a tcp, or 
head^ akin to German kopf, a head, referring doubtless 
to the floral head of the plant. 
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Onilairt. The H. S. D. says a rocfy hill, and Mb. 
suggests a derivation from cmaidh, hard. 

Dalmally is certainly from a di£Eerent source from 
that of Kilmaillie, which is explained (p. 75). The native 
pronunciation encourages the interpretation of a wet 
land, which is, in all instances, apparently correct 

Dalneis is dail an eaa^ the field by the (rough) stream. 

Dochaird » doeh + 4ird, from dabhach, an old land- 
measure at first, and meaning a vat, but in some peculiar 
way has got transferred to be a measure of land, as, say, 
so much as a vat of com would sow. 

Dychlie = dabh + choille, the dark wood. 

]feade (Lairig). LUrig (p. 17) + Mlde, gen. sing, of 
eilid, a hind. 

Eileandoniidi is eileaii + dbmhnaicfa, Lat. dominica. 

Eunaich (Beinn) is from enn, a bird; so, eunadh is 
a birdmg, therefore a shooting. 

Tiodhan (River) = flodh, wood, + an, which last part is 
frequent in river-names. This is the wooded river. This 
same word is the name for the strong wooden frame in 
which the native cheese is, or at any rate used to be, shaped. 

CMrr (Eas na) is the rough mountain stream (eas) of the 
hare. The word getar, for hare, is not commonly used in 
Argyll, but in this name I think it is unquestionable. 
The word is really the Adj. geibrr, short; and in old 
Gaelic the hare was geiffr-fhiadh, short deer. The 
adjective only now remains for the whole name. 

Ohaitain (Lairig and Allt a'), a variant of goirtean. 

Olenorehy is in Gaelic gleaon iirchaidh {noti). 

Olenure is gleaxm inbhair, the glen of the yew-tree. 

Inion is na h-inghnean, thg nails of the hand, another 
of the body-names. This is more likely the correct 
rendering of Inens, C. 
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InniBhall, said to be PauFs island {noU). 

Inveresragan^inbher + eas-ar-ag-ain. 'EMisaraugh 
mountain stream, and a water-fall. 

Inverfolla. See Invernahyle. 

Olenrtrae = gleann + 8(t)rath ? {note). 

Hallater (Allt) « aUt thaobh, side, + leitir. 

Inver-ghitbhiiiichain « jnbher + gidbhsach + ain. See 
Fiodhain for meaning of terminal -ain. 

Inverkinglait is another inver, and points to a Fin- 
glas, although it is then difficult to account for the k 
in the name, unless it be for Cinn-glas, the end, or the old 
inver of the glas » river. 

Inverlochyi another inver, of 15ch-aidh| the terminal 
being a common river-ending, like -aig and -ain. L6ch 
is an old Gaelic word for dark; therefore, the inver of the 
dark river. 

Leven and Idver, from Ughe, afiood, stream, overflow 

(PP- 59f n\ 

Uhdirlich (Meall a') the gen. of mte + loch. 

Oe (Abhainn and Gleann). '' Fionn," who knows, if 
any one does, assures me that this is Abhainn and Oleaim 
nodha, nodha meaning, of course, new, or ruent. If there 
was any distinct change in the river course the name 
would be sufficiently explained. If there may be funda- 
mental objection to this, which I certainly cannot see, 
we must fall back upon the Norse haug^r, a **&owe," 
mound, or cairn, as the essential part. 

Biaghain (Meall). Riagh is a snare (round the neck), 
and riaghan is, therefore, the gallows. I do not know 
the local history. 

Starav (Beinn). This can only be the same stem as 
in Starabhanach, a strong, stout person, or even animal. 

Teatle (River and Aird). See Teitheil, p. 7a 



Digitized 



by Google 



APPIN 73 

IV. The Norse names in this district are few. They 
are all on the west : fiWsAv, Shoaa, Gien-s^ocAv-ils/, 
DioHaaiM. The last two are hybrids — ^the last taking 
the Gaelic innis instead of the Norse -tk^ey. 

V. Church-names also are not numerous. There is 
a nameless Kiel, and Ard-Ohattaiii (p. 175), and Bileaa 
Ghoiimich, and Eileaii Uhiiinde^ and Beinn Mhaol- 
Ghaluim, and that is all. 

VI. The Personal names are in Baile mhic Oailein, 
the farm of Hac-Oailein. The names here need not have 
reference to the family of Argylli although Mac-Oailein 
is the familiar Gaelic name for the Duke of Argyll. 
The name is simply Calm's son. 

Dhomhnaill (Sg6rr)— already explained. 

Thionnlaigh (Beinn), Mount-Finlay. The name seems 
to be Gaelic in both parts ^ Hiomif/air, + laoch, a hero. 

Ohoiridh (Coire). This name is common, especially 
among the Macleods and Macdonalds of the Western 
Isles, which would suggest that its origin was Norse, as 
it almost certainly was, even if it travelled all the way 
round from the Teutonic Gott-fried^ ^^Gods peaui* or its 
forebears. 

(3) LiSMORB » Iii08-M6r 

• I. The name of the island is Gaelic in both parts — 
Lios, a garden^ and the adj. mi$r. This is the ordinary 
and local acceptance, but in older Gaelic lios was a 
stronghold^ or fort ; and, for so small an island, it is 
remarkable how many DJins, or forts ^ are there : an IMn, 
the fort ; Sean IWn, the old fort; DAn m6r, the great forty 
from which perhaps the name; Dim-chriiban, Dim- 
cnilein, and Acha-Ddn, fort-field^ from a nameless fort 
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on the west coast — so that a suspicion arises whether 
the name may not be from the great fart. 

IL There are no English names. 

in. Bachnlll seems to be bA + ehoill, cattU^ood^ bat 
in a district so full of the Church it is not impossible 
that this is from gen. of bachnlli a crosUr^ witfi some 
governing word fallen out. 

Balnasack » baile nan saCi sack/arm. 

Ohoiroe (Dir a'), tlu com-land. 

Dobhrain (Bagh clach an), otter-stom Ba^. 

Eithir (Sloe an), from eathar, a sUp^ boat. 

Faire (Tom na), watching^ guarding-^tlu wateh-kiU. 

8g«ir Bgoraig, the notch (igor), skerry^ both parts 
possibly Norse sker and skor + aig. 

IV. Bemem (island), Pnckdramig^ and Ptmddm (island) 
are Norse ; Badha Urd-tf/WiiiilsA, BUean Mosdile, Eilean 
Loch Oscair^ and Lodhan TresbtU are mixtures. 

V. The Church names are numerous, for the size of 
the island. Oill-ma-hiag was the name of the principal 
church, and there is Port-ma-luaff on the north-east 
coast (see p. 172). There is also Port CMll-ohiaraiB, 
KUlean » OiU-iheathain ^/ohn, KUlandrist » Oill-And- 
raifl, and Uoc a' Bhrigide and Ach-na-croiBe, the field of 
the cross^ and the remains of a chapel on Bernera. 

VL Personal names are wanting. 
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KILMAILLIE— OILL A' HHAILXTIBH 

I. This name has hitherto been made into Kilmary, 
but it is quite impossible to accept this rendering. The 
natives always call the district 001 a' mhlbilniUi, as given 
above, a name which is well worth examining. There can 
be no doubt that the first syllable is an old Kil-nzmt ; and 
because of that the second part must be in genitive 
form. It is so. The Article is in the genitive, and so 
also must be the Noun following, with which it agrees, 
and both forms are masculine, and not feminine. The 
part now written rohSl is old maei, the tonsured one (Lat. 
calvus)y which we have remaining with us in the name 
Macmillan (Macmhaoilean, or lIao(a'gh)-ille mhaoil) to 
this day. The terminal syllable is the only difiiculty. 
Its form would suggest a dative plural case, but that is 
quite impossible when all the rest is a gen. sing, mas- 
culine. This compels us to see that this part cannot 
then be a Noun, but an Adjective, and without doubt 
dubh, black. The name, therefore, means the Kit of 
the black monk, or of Maeldubh, for though the term is 
clearly a general term in its origin, it seems to have 
hardened into the personal name of certain men of the 
brotherhood, and that long ago. 

It is surely interesting to find that Fintan, whose 
name is so well known in this neighbourhood, was a 
mad-dubh. In Kal. under Oct. 20, we find pais entaic 
lafintan maeldubh, the passion of Eutychius with Fintan 
Maeldubh. This seems to be as suggestive as anything 
can well be, from that long time, that Fin(t)an of Eilean 
Fhianain was the founder of the Black-friars' Church of 
Kilmaillie, of which, even to this day, part of the walls 
remains in the old churchyard. He may have been 
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called Haeldabh from personal appearance, but far more 
likely, as I have suggested, from the habit of the brother- 
hood. Those black-friars were the historical forebears 
of the present Benedictines. It was Maeldubh, or a 
mael-dubh, who founded the famous Benedictine Abbey 
at Glastonbtuy, in Somerset, which, according to Cormac, 
was "a town of Alban," and which, strangely enough, 
has a very large place in very old Gaelic tradition. A 
Maildu£F also was founder of Malmesbury, in Wilts, the 
very fine abbey of which still includes part of the walls 
of the old monastery. The old name of Malmesbury 
was Maildu£FVburg. 

The old names, or forms, of the Lochaber Kilmaillie 
are : Kilmalduff (1304), Kilmald (1372), Kilmalzhe (1492), 
Kilmalye (1493), Kilmalyhe (1495), Kilmailzie (1695)— all 
which goes to show that the origin of the name here 
offered is almost certainly correct. 

In a confirmation by Robert III. of certain lands in 
this district to " Reginal de Insulis," there occurs " terra 
de Kylmald," with a stroke across the stem of the d, 
indicating a final vocalic syllable which was not written. 
This again suggests that the gen. of dubh is the last part 
of the name, and this finally gives the native pronuncia- 
tion to complete exactness. 

It must, however, be mentioned that the stream flow- 
ing by the church and churchyard of Kilmaillie is Allt 
ciiU a' Chiaraiii, the burn flowing by St. Ciaratis Retreat. 
If I knew that Ciaran was a mael dubh, which he 
most likely was, I should have put him for Fintan in all 
that goes before. The Annaid, quite near, with other 
things, gives the suggestion that there must have been a 
considerable monastery near to where now stands the 
parish church. 
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IL There are no English names, but there has been 
a steady tendency to give English form to the native 
names. 

III. There are some very interesting and old names. 

Achdaliew is locally pronounced achadh dk leibr6, 
with this last sound short, the only doubtful part of the 
name. With leth-bheinni implying clearly another I0U1- 
bheinn, or half-hill^ or hill on one side with another 
opposite, standing over the achadh» I offer Achadh d4 
lethr(th)aobh, the field with the two (half) hillsides. 

Baaavie-banbh-aidh, the place of pigs. One reliable 
authority gives banbh as name for land left unploughed 
for a year — but there is little room to doubt the meaning 
here given. The end part is that so often met as -i>, 
and -y. 

Ohamaghail is for earn + dail, therefore rightly a' 
cham(a)dhail the curved field; it is in a bend of the river 
Lochy. 

Ohl^eig (Aodann), is clearly aodaan, a face (p. 7) + 
a stream name now lost. Compare Beag-aig, Sidl-eig, 
quite near. 

Oorpach, see p. 14. 

Dogha (AUt) and macan-dogha is burdock. 

Dnmmasaille is dmim + saill, fat^ rather than saile, 
willow — evidently a good farm. 

Dnbhrlighe and Fionn-lighOi the black and the white 
rivers. This lighe is not now used in the spoken lan- 
guage, but the root li- is frequent in river-names. In 
Welsh, a stream or flood is Hi, which indicates the Gaelic 
pronunciation even better than the native form. 

Oulvain » gaothail + bheinn, windy mount. 

Loy (river and Glen) == laoigh, from laogh, calf. Com- 
pare Qoor, Eachaig, Tairbh; &c., into which animal 
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names come. The river is really outside Argyll, but I 
have taken it in as an illustration. 

lAragain (Gleann) must be from Utr, floor (p. 69), 
or from IMrig, which is doubtful. 

Mninhirlich is very interesting. The correct native 
name is mor-, or, perhaps better, mnr-siar-lnich, and I 
venture a peculiar rendering. I take the last syllable to 
be the gen. of loch, as in Ben Vorlich=beinn a' mhdr- 
Inich; siar is ze^^/— the motion-to form ; and the mur is, 
I suggest, for old mul, an eminence^ and I think I have 
met the name so spelled in records. This is the first 
point from which a traveller coming down the Great 
Glen sees the western sea — Loch-Linnhe ; therefore, the 
eminence of the Western Loch (Linnhe) — Se non i vero i 
don trovato I 

Onfhaidh (Meall) is stormy hill. 

Putachan. See in K. (p. 30). 

Sraohdach (an), better Sracach, from srac, Uar; there- 
fore, the tarn hill. 

Sidleig (river), is from rtil, the eye^ perhaps having re- 
ference to the ^' eye " of its source. This is the gen. form 
of sidl-eag, governed by, say abhainn and gleami. 

TJamhachan (na h-):sna h-uamh + ach-an, a peculiar 
form of the plural not now used much. The Survey has 
the name as Wauchan ! It is Nahoacho in a grant of 
James IV. (1493)9 which perhaps deserves quoting. The 
grant is to Johannus Makgilleoun de Lochboye of lands 
(i) '^in dominio de Morwarn" he gives the lands of 
Achenbeg, Yecomys, Kowelkelis, Achafors, Achena- 
gawyn, Henyng beg, Areangus, Corosmedyll, Cleynland, 
Carmawin. 

(2) ^' In Locheale infra dominium de Lochabria " — 
terras de Banvy, Mikeannich, Fyelin, Creglong, Corpich, 
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Inverate, AchidO; Killmalye, Achmoleag, Drutnfair- 
molach, Faneworwille, Fasefarna^Stonsonleak^Correbeag, 
AchitoUeouiiy Drumnasalze, Culenape, Nahoacho, Clere- 
chaik, Mischerolach, Crew, Salachan, et dimidiam Lyn- 
daUy. 

(3) And Achlenan, Dnimmyn, Achywale, Auchtycht, 
in Amfflane, Aldachonnych, Dowderre, Yaore, Derna- 
marty Ban* — ^''in dominio de Moravia (sic.) Vic, In- 
verness." 

This is a very good example of the very mixed forms 
of these old documents. They are wretchedly done, by 
persons who knew nothing at all of the names nor of 
their meanings, and evidently were not keen to know. 
One can see at a glance that there is not much to be 
learned from documents such as this, and certainly 
nothing adequate to the time wasted in examining them. 
One breath of the native speech, guided by the true 
native ear and understanding, is worth more than 
''departments" of this stuff — for the present purpose, 
and perhaps for any or every purpose. 

IV. There are no Norse names in Kilmaillie. 

V. No Church-names — except the district name, and 
one or two side-names already mentioned. 

VI. There is not one Personal name, and that surely 
is not because there was not a man in Kilmaillie or 
Lochaber worth naming in this way. There were many. 
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ARD-GOWER— llBD-OHOBHAB 

L The first part of the name is Idrd certainly, and the 
second part has been always taken to be the gen. plural 
of gobhar, a goat. The meaning of the name would thus, 
and therefore, be the height ofthegoixts^ or the high goat- 
land, and there is nothing in the name to contradict this 
rendering. Some have, however, raised doubts, because 
the natives say Oleami na gobhar, so making the word 
gobhar, or the word so pronounced, apply primarily to 
the river, from which it was, as is almost always the case, 
carried on to the land-names of the Glen and the district 
I have heard Oorran Urde ffdbhre spoken of locally, 
which would seem to be confirmation that gobhar, 
agoatf is the essential in the name, unless indeed it may 
be taken to point another way. This expression uses 
the singular genitive; the district name uses a plural. 
The singular form, without doubt, refers to the river- 
name as singular, and whether it is a piece of folk 
etymology is not easy to determine. The river-names of 
Gaelic are feminine, but that may be because they follow 
the grammatical gender of abhaimi, a river^ which is 
feminine always. The river-name of the district is the 
Gour, assumed to be gobhar, and this is neither im- 
possible nor improbable. It is remarkable how many 
rivers are named upon animals. A difficulty has been 
raised in that the natives say Oleami na gobhar, which 
would throw the whole burden of the name upon the river, 
and would leave the meaning of the river-name in doubt ; 
but, on the other hand, it has been denied altogether that 
the article na appears in the name, but only a bridge- 
tone, as Oleami (a) gobhar which helps, or is necessary 



Digitized 



by Google 



ARD-GOWER 8i 

tO; the pronunciation. Lodhan naa gobhar is on the river 
course, and regarding this or its clear meaning there can 
be no doubt. So it is almost quite safe to say that 
the Gaelic gobhar, a goat^ is here the principal element 
in the name. 

II. There are no English names, and no attempt 
to translate. 

III. The grammar and form of names are good. In 
fact, one wonders whether the touch of a vanished hand, 
that of the lovely man and scholar of Kilmaillie, is not 
yet visible in these names on both sides of Loch Eil. 
There are not many troublesome names. 

Achafkiba » achadh a' phubaill, Unt-field (Lat. pafnlio ; 
Eng. pavilum). 

Arihonlan » Idridh Ualain » Valentine*! Itiridh, a 
name which was not uncommon in the old time. 

Beathaig (M^), a stream-name + mim (Hills). 

Bheitheachain (Creag) is beithe, birch^ + ach-ain. 

Blathaich » bUith, warm^ sheltered^ + aidh. 

Gallop » calpa, the calf of the leg— 2^ body-name. 

Ohreagaan (Sron a'), would point to the rock — i.e. 
knawe — ^but the local pronunciation is Srta a' dirith-eag- 
ain, which would, if that was possible, and I am not able 
to say, make the name aspen-tree knawe or nose. 

Olovulin » cladh, burialplau by the mill. 

Oonaghleann » the river-name + gleami [jiote\ 

Ckmaire, from con, dogs^ or con, together {note). 

Duisky - dubh-nisge, Mach water stream. 

Oarbhan « garbh, roughs + dim. -an (p. 41). 

lall (Loch), from iall (pi.), a thong {note). 

Balachan » seileach-aii, the place of the willows, + 
dim. -an. 

Ueaghadi (Doire), from deagh, a spear^ + ach. 

F 
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Tarberti here, as in other places, is from Loch (Eil) 
to Loch (Shiel). See p. 20. 

IV. There are a few Norse names along the coast 
OamoB nan Oall and Eilean nan Oall are a memorial 
of the Vikiag^r. Trisleig is a Norse-named bay. Inver- 
scaddle, which is inbher-sMNtfji//, is Norse in its last 
two parts. The river may have been named Scat by 
the Norseman, whence ScmUdale^ which the native 
thought was the river-name, and he prefixed his own 
inbher. The only Norse word which seems to fit the 
name is acatf a tax^ or rent, and therefore it might be 
rent-daU, for some reason of Vtkiag»r economics that 
perhaps can never be known. Inversanda » inbher 
sand -h i, river. Feith, a ^^jf— Feith-raoicMdail suggests 
Norse, but it is a simple and common Gaelic form from 
raoic, roar^ or bellow, 

V. There is only one Church-name, Kiel, in the district. 
VL Bheathain (Stob mhic) is in English form 

Macbean, Macbain, Macvean, &c., from beatlia» life — 
therefore, " son of life." 

Eacfaam (Sg6rr mhic). The name comes from each, 
horse,+ tigheama, lord^ or ini^^ht. There is in the Boot 
of Leinstery referripg to a raid into Kintjrre, tarn teora 
nerc ecdach, with which it is surely interesting to 
conipare Ptolemy's Epidium PromoHlormm, and Prof. 
MacKinnon's observation that this was the primal home 
of the MacEacherns. 

Mhic a' Fhee (his Camus). This is one of the oldest 
personal Gaelic names in existence. It is dubh + sith, 
the black (one) of peace. It is in Irish names common as 
Duffy. Its plan and concept go far away beyond those 
of even our old names* 
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SUNART— SUAIHEAET 

I. This is a purely Norse nzmt^ Sweya'a ijoni or 
/ritk. The name is found as Swynwort (1392), Swyn- 
fiurd (1499), Soynfort (1505), Swnorthe (1517), Swynfurd 
(1543)1 called "Isle of Shunard" (1667), and Swenard 
(1723)— all of which leaves no doubt as to the origin 
of the name. The ''Isle of Shunard" has its ex- 
planation in " The Tarbert " from Loch Linne to Loch 
Sunart, although it does not make an isle of Sunart 
but of Morven — in the same sense as Kintyre was made 
an island (p. 20}. It often happens that a sea-name 
is transferred to the land and is again, as here, also 
carried back to the sea. Snai&eart was a sea-name 
at first; then, the district was named Suaineart, and 
then the district name was again carried back to 
the sea— as Loch Sunart. There is a Soaine-port a 
few miles down the loch, and Loch Sween in K. is 
almost certainly of the same origin. The Sweyn who 
made his mark was a Dane, father of the Canute of 
British history. He overcame Norway about A.D. jooo, 
and England some years later, and in the meantime 
the whole west of Scotland. 

II. The English names are few, and they are mostly 
all translations, like Longrigg, for lomaire fftda and Wood- 
end for old Oeaon na coille. Scotstown is a memory 
of the time when Lowlanders went there to work the 
lead-mines. It is remarkable that they were looked 
upon as " Scots " and strangers. Bellgrove is modern, 
and strongly out of place. 

III. The Gaelic names are good. They are not 
well rendered by the Survey, but to me, knowing them 



Digitized 



by Google 



84 THE PLACE-NAMES OF ARGYLL 

well, they present no difficulty. Some are, however, 
of sufficient interest for note. 

Achnanlia on Loch Sunart, even if familiar, offers 
suggestions. There is old lia, a stane, which fits it 
perfectly, and there is liagh, a ladle^ which also is 
quite possible, if we remember the constant factor of 
imagination and of accident in these names — ^therefore, 
achadh nan lia, stom-field^ or achadh nan liagh, ladU- 
field. 

Albannaich (Beinn an) and Srte a' Bhreatonnaich 
are peculiar, in that the "Scot" and the "Briton" 
are marked and commemorated as outsiders. The 
whole history of Argyll is consistent with this feeling. 
The " Scot " is historically supposed to have come from 
Ireland — ^from the Irish Scotia — but one thing is ab- 
solutely certain, that he has not left a single fragment 
of his name in Argyll, and it is certain also that he 
was looked upon as coming from east of Drum-Alban, 
whatever the explanation may be, rather than from 
the west. It is almost certain that the Briton of Strath- 
Clyde found his way more or less effectively into the 
county, as many of the names show. 

Aisridh (Meall an) is for ais-rnigha The ais here 
is only heard in a few phrases of the language now, 
usually with Verbs of Motion, e^. thainig h air ais, 
chaidh h air ais, lu canu (or went) back. The best 
rendering would be something like counUr-Tuighe, with 
which may be compared oi(d)-tir, and frith-allt, and 
many other names. 

AnaheUt is for ktk, the ford of the eilid (6ilde) a hind. 

Oamnsine is for Oamus eidhinn. Ivy-bay. 

Oeanna garbh, on Loch Shiel, shows a peculiar 
development in the final a of the first part. There is 



Digitized 



by Google 



SUNART 85 

no reason to look upon the form as plural, and this 
a is very rarely met with in singular forms, unless it 
be in river (glen) names, such as Oleann(a) Oomhann, 
aieami(a) Uidlidh, 01eaim(a} Oingidh, in which I have 
myself ventured to suggest that the Article appeared 
— Oleaan na Oomhann, Oleann na KUdlidh, Oleann na 
Oingidh, and I must say that I am even now more 
strongly of this mind. The meaning of Oeanna garbh 
is thi rough Aead-lznd, which is quite descriptive. 

06mh-dhail— ^r. c6-ail (Carn m6r na) is 1800 feet up, 
on the western shoulder of big Ben Resipol, tke dig cairn 
of the meetings the great cairn which marked the meeting- 
place where the kind people of Moidart and Loch Shiel 
'* met the body " on its way to Eilean Fhianain, borne 
so far upon the strong shoulders of the men of the 
Sunart side. The poor clay, whatever its merit or de- 
merit in life, became in death the sacred common 
property and responsibility of all, when he who was 
the strongest and best forgave most, and forgot every- 
thing but his duty to the highest. This name remains, 
and let us hope the O&m m6r, for ever, as the memory 
and memorial of an exquisite humanity, and of a man- 
liness which ''the miserable sons of arithmetic and of 
prudence" have not understood, and have not now 
any hope of ever being able to understand. '' Mar ghath 
Bolnis do m' anam ttin tha sgeula na h-aimsir a dh- 
fhalbh." 

an Orasg, on Loch Shiel, is an acrossAzxid. It is 
from the same source as cross and cro88-ag, which latter 
would be possible only for the grammatical gender-form, 
which for crasg here is Masculine, and makes crass-ag 
not possible. 

Dig is here always a ditch There are three of them 
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flowing into the lower end of Loch Shiel — Dig na eiiche, 
tie march ditch, Dig a' bhogha, the bow ditch, and Dig an 
ggiilain, the ditch of the wicker-basket, 

Oradh an eich, also on Loch Shiel, is the horseshoe, 
simply descriptive of the shape of the Point. There is 
another at Kerrara. 

Loch an Dnileat is for Loch an dnibh-leathaid, named 
upon the leitir dhubh rising from it. 

Oreag an Eighich is the rock of the echo — although, in 
speech, the first syllable of eighich has become short, 
where it is naturally long. 

Frith-allt (Leac nam), the leac of the parallel streams, 
or the streams against each other. This frith is the old 
Gaelic Preposition, which now remains in the language 
as ri, eg. riam8a=frith-iim-8a» Lat vers-us tne. There are 
about twenty of these streams within a mile and a half, 
beyond Ooirtean-Mhoirein, flowing practically parallel 
into Loch Shiel. 

Lochan bac an locfaain is a peculiar Gaelic repetition. 
The bac is named on the lochan, and then again the 
Lochan is named on Bac an lochain. 

Torran nam mial shows a peculiar change in the value 
of a word. Mial now is a louse always, but in old com- 
binations it simply means an aninuU, or, rather, a wild 
animal, whence mial-chii, a deer-hound, or wild animal 
hound. The name was applied to a deer, hare, whale, &c. 

Meille (Coire na) is the '^corrie" of the cheek-sidt. 
Meill is old Gaelic for the cheek, and with the name may be 
compared the Norse name Klnm^buB, Chin-town, I. This 
meille is the genitive of meill. 

Polloch»poll (an) lochai Loch-pool. 

Beaaurie»(an) rnighe samhraidh, the summer shelling 
(see p. 19). 
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B&ilean (see p. 19). There are three S^ileans in the 
west- southern corner of Sunart — the BJdlean proper, 
tUdlean nan cnileag (Mid^eSidieakn), and Siilean an 
edmai the ^ar/o^-S&ilean. They are all good examples. 
The CUdlean Dnbh, on Loch Shiel, is interesting as a 
SIdlean where there is no 8&ile — ^that is, no sea-water, 
It is either a comparison with, or an imitation of, the 
sea-name, or is it a memory of the time, long ago, when 
Loch Shiel itself was sea. This last is altogether unlikely. 

Slixmdrich (T6rr na). This word is not given in our 
dictionaries, but it means, as nearly as possible, the 
''jingling" of a chain, or a sound of that kind. The 
** clanking " of a heavy chain is not near the meaning, 
nor the " tinkling " of a small chain. It is the medium 
sound — ^which I have heard applied to the noise pro- 
duced by shells on the sea-shore falling and rubbing 
over each other. 

IV. Norse names are not tnany. Sonmrt itself, and 
Resipol, and Scammmdal are clearly Norse. The Cnap 
need not be looked upon as Norse, and Ariundail is 
doubtful. 

V. The Church names are all on Loch Shiel. Eilean 
Fhianain (St. Finan's Isle) is there, about six miles up the 
loch, and his Chapel is on the island, and his Well is on 
the mainland (Tobar Fhianain). In the near neighbour- 
hood are 0amn8-Bhlathain (p. 175); Ooirtean Mhoirean 
(p. 185), and Allt MhicOiarain. The name of Glenfinnan 
is not related to the name of St. Finnan. It is Oleann 
Thion-abhainn, the glen of the clear, or bright, river, pro- 
nounced natively, as nearly as possible, the same as the 
name MacKinnon ^ Mac find-gen ^fair-born. See Fion- 
abhainn and Inverinan. 

VL There is quite a number of Personal names. No 
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man in the history of time has had a more magnificent 
monument to his memory than the man immortalised in 
the name of Sffiirr(a) Dhdmhnaillt and yet this man is as 
utterly unknown as death can make him. A Donald, 
surely of some sort of importance in his day — perhaps a 
Lochiel, perhaps a zany — but now indistinguishably lost. 
There is Eilean mhic Dhomh'aill dnibh, on Loch Shiel, 
down below, and Lochan Mhic'ille dhnibh half way 
between. 

Buighe-Raonaill gives a Norse name from r^ga^valdr, 
a ruUrfrom the godsy with the Gaelic roighe. 

Allt-Eachaan might suggest the name »fti^i>^Tiii^ now 
rendered Hector, but I am confident that the name is 
Each + -ain, horse-Water^ with which compare Each-aig 
and others. The distinguishing point here is most diffi- 
cult to convey. The Gaelic ear will recognise at once 
the small but essential tinge of difference between Allt- 
Ttachain and Allt-EachnimL The two names are the 
same in the first part, Each»^r^/. It is in the second 
they differ, the one being a stream^ the other a warrior. 

Oiarain (Lochan mhic) should perhaps be referred to 
the Church-names. See Ciaran, p. 170. The name is 
from ciaT; dusky — ^therefore, the dusky one — a personal 
characteristic. 
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ARDNAMURCHAN— ABDNAMUBUOHAN 

This name is Gaelic in all its parts, and still it is 
not understood by even the Gaelic people. The first 
part Ard, a height^ has been explained (p. 10) ; the nam, 
of which the m disappears by overlapping with the other 
following, is the gen. pL of the article ; the end part 
— ^mumchail — itself of necessity a gen. pi. — is the difficult 
part. Some have said that the name is Ard na m6r 
chnan, the height of the great seas^ and others that it may 
be Ard nam mnrclum, the height of the sea-houndsy the 
Gaelic form being an old name for whales. The name 
is, however, locally and correctly pronounced as a word 
of five syllables, corresponding as nearly as possible to 
the Gaelic form given above. I have therefore thought 
that there is not any word in Gaelic, neither now nor in 
the older language, which more fitly fills the place and 
fits the circumstances, than the word mnrdhuchan, which 
has been rendered as nurfnaids^ sea-nymphs^ or sirens^ 
or, as might be said, the sighing sadrones (dubhach-an) 
of the seOf for that was the Gaelic concept of the 
mermaid-kind. In a land full of poetic imagination and 
expression, this rendering is not only possibly true but is 
very likely to be so. There certainly cannot be any 
fault to find with it from the side of language. Ard 
na miir(dh)iichaii, the height of the sea-nymphs^ is there- 
fore o£Fered as the best interpretation of the name that I 
can give. In an old Gaelic text, Cath Fintragha^ the 
word is finely used : Is aim sin imoro ro eirgeadar na 
fl^aetha ociui roardaigheadar na tonna oonach cnaladar- 
san enni acht imall mear maithreac na mnrdhncann, 
and then indeed arose the winds ^ and the waves grew high^ 
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so that they heard nothing but the furious mad sporting of 
the mermaids. 

A new meaning of the name has been suggested 
lately by the distinguished scholar who is Bodley's 
librarian at Oxford. Adamnan, in his Life of St. Columia, 
has occasion to mention Ardnamurchan a few times. 
In one place he writes the name Ardtamuirchol, and 
in another place he gives the dative form Ardtaibmuirchol. 
The interest is in the last syllable of this form of the 
name. Dr. Reeves, in his magnificent rendering of 
Adamnan's work, explained -col as hasei, the present 
call-tnmi. This would Bfe quite acceptable if we were 
compelled to believe that Adamnan's form was correct 
Mr. Nicholson, however, gives another meaning. He 
says that this is the height of the sea (or Passage) of QoU^ 
the island, which Ues some ten miles west and south 
of the Point. This, however, is exposed to the further 
and fatal objection that if, as is almost certain, the 
Norseman gave its name to Coll, then it was not so 
named in Adamnan's time. It is perfectly safe to trust 
the native spoken transmission of the name, for any 
length of time, especially in a place so far removed from 
outside influences as this is, and there never has been any 
suggestion of Adamnan's form in the native speech. 
Old written forms of the name are Ardenmurich (1293), 
Ardnamurchin (1307), Ardnamurchan (1336), Ardna- 
murcho (1478), Ardmurquhane (1494), Ardnamurchane 
(1515)1 Ardnamurquhan (1519), Ardnamorquhy (1550). 
"The Clan Ean Murguenich were the old inhabitants," 
we are told by one of the best writers upon Scottish 
history — Cosmo Innes. He did not know Gaelic, nor 
the Gaelic method. There never was any such clan. 
The Muruchanaich were, and are, the native people. 
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named upon the place in shortened form, the same way 
as Lochaber men and Kintyre men are spoken of as 
Abaraich and Tirich. Ian Murchanach was one of the 
Ardnamurchan people, the chief among them almost 
certainly, and they were named his clan because he was 
their Chief, as we have the Clan Ronalds and others. 

I I. English names are few. Shielfoot is simply the foot 
of Shiel river. It is Bon na h-abhaim locally; but 
there is the other genitive in Heall bun na h-aibhne. 
Newton, Braehouse, Camphouse, Horsgate, Raelands, 
are of no interest, unless the last is a hybrid of Gaelic 
with English =reidh, levels + lands^ which is appropriate. 

III. The grammar of names is here, upon the whole, 
good. Lochan na caisil and Loch a' chaisil, the one Fem. 
the other Masc., within a short distance of each other, is, 
however, peculiar. The difference can only be explained 
by full local knowledge. There is a Gaelic Fem. noun 
which fits the first name and conditions well, and there 
IS a Masc. noun* of the same form, caifleal, but meaning 
a castle^ which fits the second name, if the local history 
fits. It is very difficult to believe that two different 
forms or grammatical genders of the same word can 
have grown within five miles of each other. Port na 
croisg is almost certainly the same name as Crask on 
Loch Shiel, but this is Fem., the other Masc. Bndha a' 
choit is here Masc, but in the north the word is usually 
Fem.— ''an idte na coit drochaid-Bhkia.'' Lochan a' 
chnrra again is out of the common usage, the noun 
being usually Feminine. 

There are not many difficult Gaelic names. 
Ariveagaig is on a nameless stream, which must have 
been called Bcagaiff, the small river, for this -aig is quite 
a common river-ending, cf Aircaig, Eachaig, &c. 
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Borrodale (Glen) is Norse=teisr + <te/-r, fort-dale. 
The Survey, or some wise person, thought that Borrodale 
was some great man, after whom the place was named, 
and they here mark his grave I Borrodale was not, 
however, a man, but the fine Boiy-ar^ds/e, the castU-daU^ 
the ''UUrach" of which may be seen there to the present 
day as the caisteal breac, or gr^ castle. Tom a' cfaadail, 
the sleeping hillock^ in the near neighbourhood, is aknost 
certainly Tom a' chaisteil, castle-hill. 

Bourblaig has a very foreign feeling, and most likely 
has its explanation in OamoB nan Oeall, which see. 

Briaghlann » brteffh,/if^, + lann, enclosure. 

Oamniiina3 is camns + Aonghas, a certain Angus. 

Oamns-nan-geall should clearly be Oamns nan Gall, 
the bay of the strangers — ^the Norsemen, without doubt. 
It is easily possible that this was the Bourblaig=steiy + 
boi+vlkt of the strangers themselves — the fort-steading 
Bajf—2Xid that the natives, after the departure of the 
strangers, made this appropriate if not literal translation 
of the name, which now remains as that of the farm 
close by. 

Kdidh (Sgeir an), ^eadh is Gaelic for clothes, but 
it is almost certain that this should be Sgeir an t-s^ididh, 
from B^id, 6low (of the wind), therefore Sgeir an 
t-stf didh, the windy sierfy, with an '' eclipsis " which is 
not common so far south (note). 

Ohallain (DCin). The Norseman is strongly evident 
in this part, so that Dun a' Ohall-ain is probably the 
best rendering. Oallan means a branch, and poetically 
a youth, but with Port nan Oall, the Port of the strangers 
immediately next the Dim, I think this rendering is safe. 

Ard-dndnmich (Rudha — ^twice) is &rd + dmim + an 
-aich. — See Droim. 
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Ohanntair (Tom a') — ^gainntir, a prison (Voc). 

Brananltsbridgh nan allt^ the brae of the streams. 

Faodhail (bhAn and dhnbh) are very good examples 
and illustrations of this name and its signification 
(see p. 15). 

Fiann (Lochan nam) and Oreideal Fhimii Fiontis 
griddle^ or grille^ speak of Fingalian times and traditions. 
Those who are disposed to discredit Macpherson, and 
to look upon his Poems of Ossian as a baseless and 
fraudulent imposture, have much to learn from the 
place-names of the Highlands — which were before 
Macpherson. We can no more believe that Macpherson 
knew of these names than that he made them. 

Olendrianssgleann nan droigheann, thorn-woods* gUn. 

Omagaich (Loch na)« The name is here feminine, 
although in the elf-tradition of the Highlands it is usually 
masculine. Oroag means the hair of the head^ and 
Ornagach means one with an abundance of hair. It is 
now finely applied to a young woman on this account, 
and not with any reference to the groagach of Elf-dom 
and Fingalian tradition. For a full and most interesting 
description of the life and functions of the Grnagach, 
consult Mr. Carmichael's Qarmina Gadelica^ vol. ii. 
p. 289. Compare mildag (p. 121). 

Imeilte (Beinn na h-), is Gaelic, but it is uncommon. 
It seems to be akin to iomall, a border^ or boundary^ like 
early Irish imbel and Welsh jrmyl of the same meaning. 

Eintra is for Oinn-tr^ha, a good example of the 
locative form (see p. 92), with an interesting old genitive 
form in tr^ha, the head of the land^ so far as the tide 
reached, and which was left dry at ebb. 

Lningeanach (Rudha), is from long, a ship — ^there- 
fore, the place so oiXen frequented by ships. 
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Hhadaidh ri&bhaich (Lochan a'). Madadh b the 
generic term for the dog-kind. The madadh-roadh is 
the red dog—Ha^ fox. The madadh-allaidh is the wild 
dog—ihe wolf. The otter has been calledi among other 
things, the madadh domi, the dun-dog-'^ihovA regard to 
zoology. The madadh riabhach, the brindled dog may 
be, simply a local dog. 

Slifl^aach (Mhor and Bheag), are two small islands, 
named from slige^ a shelly in which they presumably 
abounded. It is very interesting to observe that Ard- 
slignish, on the mainland, has taken and kept the Norse 
nea for the Point. The Norsemen must have kept the 
Gaelic name and added their nes, or the natives must 
have become so familiar with the Norse tongue as to 
have affixed the nes themselves. 

Bhianta (Beinn), is the charmed or blessed mountain. 
The word is akin to Lat* signuntf '' the sign of the Cross,'' 
and it is impossible to say how the name may be related 
to the church of Oill-Ohdmhghain, which it almost 
certainly is. 

Bpainteach (Port nan), the Spaniards* Port, is a 
memory, without doubt, of the Spanish Armada, of 
which so very interesting relics have been lately dis- 
covered in the bay of Tobermory. 

na Btallacha dnbha, the black ledges (p. 20), is a very 
good instance of the way in which the native Gaelic has 
assimilated the pertinent Norse names. The name is 
from N. staihr a block (of rock), or a shelf, and in this 
case it is perfectly descriptive. 

Tairbeart here, near Salen, is peculiar, for there 
is no isthmus, unless the name is a little displaced, and 
properly refers to the narrow part from Salen to Loch 
Shiel, which it almost certainly does. 
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IV. Norse names are numerous. Some are pure, like 
BUmgrntbU, Prngcadmi, Qroudle^ Qitigmdml, U^b, Ockle^ 
Ormsaigt Risgmf Sumirdmil; some are mixed like Ardt-oe, 
BoghM'^eBxii &rd, Oamos-^diw, Oleann-ternKte/A Sumine- 
port; and some like Acairseid, Onap, and Stallacha 
dubha^ are so much at home in the native language that 
they need not be looked upon as outsiders. 

V. There are only a few Church-names : — Kilchoain s 
Om^Ohdmhgbain (p. 178), Kilmory and Oill Mhairi (the 
sameX St. Columba's Well and Cnadh Ohaluim (the 
same), and dadli Ohattain (p. 175). 

VI. The Personal names are : — 

Oathair Mhic Dhiarmaid, tfu son of Dtarmad*s 
chcdr. The chair is figurative, like Oreideal Fhinn, am 
B6rd Lathamacli, '&c. The name Diarmad gives its 
fundamental strain to the family of the Dukes of Argyll. 
The Diarmad of history was son of Fergus Oerr-beoil, 
whose stronghold, as monarch of Erin, was Kells, in the 
early time of St Columba. It is surely interesting to 
remark that not only has the Diarmad element remained 
for so long in the Argyll tradition, but the Oerr-beoil 
also, although it is now Oam-beni — ^the same thing — the 
wry mouth. It was in the time of Fergus Cerr-beoil that 
"Tara's Halls" were cursed and ruined. Diarmad 
is said to have died a.d. 550. 

Farquhar'B Point— Rudha Fhearchair in Gaelic— is 
named after a certain Farquhar. Who he was I cannot 
say. The name is an old Keltic name=s Ver-car-os (Mb.), 
^ iM/^-dear one." The elements remain in the language 
still — ^the Prep, air, old for + car, as in oar-aid, a 
friend* 

Hadean's Nose is a very fine nose — a perfect instance 
(rf the imaginative transport of the body-part to the 
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land. It is natively called Sr6n mhdr, the big nose, and 
rightly so, for it rises upon the lines of a good nose 
from the sea to the height of over a thousand feet. 

Dtm-Mhurchaidh is the stronghold of Murdoch^ the 
first of whose name was Hnri-cat-08, " sea- warrior " — 
the muri part being the familiar muir, thi sea^ and the 
second part is cat, which remains in cath, battle^ ox fight. 
See Donnchadh, p. 37. 

NUll (Sgeir), Neilts rod, is on the south coast near 
Glenborrodale, and Eilean mhic NMll is on the north 
coast. This name too is old. It carries the essential 
idea of "warrior," or '^ drove," still remaining in the 
Adj. ni-ata, courageous. 

Rum 

I. The name is not clear. It does not seem to be 
Gaelic. The N. rym^r, a roaring, seems possible and not 
quite improbable, because of its many roaring waterfalls. 
I have not met the name with terminal -i, but as -^. 

^IL There are no English names. Schooner Point 
and Wreck Bay, on the east coast, are the memory of a 
comparatively recent event. Waterfall occurs often, but 
it is a translation of eas. 

III. Rum is remarkable in that the later Gaelic 
restoration of names has almost altogether cleared the 
Norse names away and replaced them, all but on the 
highest hills— i4///va/, Asbvml, TnUivml, &c. 

Airidh na maith innse, the iixidh {p. 20) 0/ the 
fruitful'' haughr 

Atlia (Camus na h-), the bay qf the ford. 

Bkrr-8aibh| the grassy Barr. Feur-saibh is scythe-grass^ 
or grass that is or may be cut with a scythe, but there 
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would not seem to be any connection between the words 
saibh and s(ythe^ although they are close to each other in 
sound. 

Dtenabac « d5ma, gen. of d6ni, the fist, + bac, a bank 
— a figurative name, following the Norse order of having 
the attributive part of the name first 

Fiadh-innifl^ deer-hough; iimis as above, and again in 
the Norse order, or as well say that of earlier Gaelic. 

Fiomi-chr6, the white-pen^ 01 fold. 

Oillean (Sgurr nan), pi. of gille^ a lad. Compare 
Gylen. 

Harris (Gleann). This has nothing to do with the 
Island of Harris. It is simply the across glen, thairis, 
which goes nearly across the island. Harris, at the 
mouth of the glen, may, of course, be a hybrid — li«-r, 
high, + Gael, ixmis, a hough, or inch. 

Laimhrig and Fearann Laimhrige, a landing place, 
harbour {^. 117). 

Hharagach (a'). N. mork, a march, forest, + ach. 

Wrhlltich (Monadh a'), strong numntain-grass. 

Botame (Rudha na). Rnixm is a sharp Point. In A. 
it has gen. sing, ranna, and it has the English plural in 
Islay, the Rhinns. This form in Rum suggests that the 
word is of the same origin as roinn, division, which is 
most likely correct. 

ggfttlittim innsir is very interesting. The first part is 
the same as in Samhnach V., Sonachan L., and umsir is 
almost certainly a gen. of ixmis, already referred to. 

Shleitir (Lag) is lag leitir (p. 21). 

Snidhe (Sg6rr an t-), a dropping — water falling in 
drops. 

8tac (Beinn nan), precipice (pi.) N. Miakk'r. 

IV. AWvmt, AAhvm!^ Askivml, Bmrkevmt, Dibidil, 

O 
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Oiufdii, Minisbaii, Orval, Pmpadii, PHasgrnig, Rmoampal, 
Rbangaih Rainsivai^ Scresort, (Loch) SgaoMshmiU 
Tnlivmi, are all Norse. 

V. Kilmory = Oill mhoirei in the north, is the only 
Church-name. There is at the south point Inbher dlle 
and the Norse Prnpadii, which are very interesting as 
showing (i) that this nameless Kil- survived the severe 
Norse occupation, and (2) that the Norseman turned an 
old Achadh an t-sagairt, perhaps, or jest's fields into 
his own form of Papa+dml^r. 

VL There are no Personal names. 



EiGG — ^Eige 

L The name of the island is Norse egg (fem.), an 
^dge^ + cy^ island. The last syllable remains in the 
Gaelic name, though it does not show in the English 
form. The name is extremely appropriate to the 
north-east coast, which would be the part to give the 
Norseman his first impression. 

II. There are no English names. 

III. Beiim-tighe, the mountain with the house upon it. 
Glith (Bealach), the left-hand pass. It is always so to 

a person going north from Kildonan. There are two 
such on the way, and Cleadale is almost certainly from 
the same source. 

Ohnagacfa (a'), the place of the cuckoo ^ or it may be from 
cuag, a '' kinky The heel of a shoe is said to be caag- 
ach when it is down at one side, so this name may bear 
a resemblance to a lop-sided place. 

Onrach (Bogha na), a coracUy or boat of the old time. 
See Port na carach (lona). See Tancaird, p. 99. 
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Dorchadais (Glac an), the dell of darkness^ from 
dorcfaft. 

Dnbhachaifl (Poll an), the poll of blackness^ or sorrow^ 
from dabh, black* 

Fh&raidh (Sgiirr an). FJuradh is a ladder— x^i^xing 
to the ladder-^ steepness of the hill. 

Ondin (iochdarach, lower^ and nachdarach, uppeir). 

Sandavoare = Samls-mhdr, a mixed name, sand^r+i 
+ mh6r. 

Sgidleach (SgCirr), the sAady sgiirr (Hills)— sgidle, a 
shade. 

Taacaird (Rudha an) is very suspicious. It is very 
like English ta^nkard, but Boglia Thangairidh, on the 
same west coast, a few miles farther north, seems to 
redeem it The bogba here, as in other places, should be 
bodha for N. h^M^ a sunken rock^ + tanifi + gttrd-r. 

IV. Ctamd^// (Gleann), Bskemisb (Sgeir), Fiod^sgeir, 
Qmimisdmie, Laig, Tbmlasgair (Dun), and Tmim, with 
Eilean Tbaiim, are Norse. 

V. The Church, Oill Domuun, is the greatest factor by 
far in the history of Eigg (see p. 177). There is Tobar 
Ohalnim-Ohille in the north of the island, and Crois 
Moraig» Moire +aig in the south. Rndha na crannaige 
at Kildonan is surely reminiscent of an old preaching 
station, for it cannot well be for an archaeological lake- 
'^ Crannag," in this position. 

VI. Alaadair (Clach), Alexande/s rock. This name 
comes to us from Greek ilXifai/Spo9, ^^ defending-num^* 
through the Latin form Alexander. 

{Bodbm) Mhic Ohilliosa, Gillies's sunken rock. The 
name means ** Servant of Jesus," as Gilchrist is servant 
of Christy and Gillespie, servant of the Bishop — Oille- 
Chriofld, and Oill' Easbuig. 
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Muck (Island) » Eilean nam Hno 

L The island name is Gaelic. It means the isle of 
pigs; an old reputation which it is understood to deserve 
even now, for superior pigs are reared there. 

II. The names are all Gaelic. There is nothing of 
Norse^ and no Church-names, 

Oreadha (Port na), clay-port. 

Earrair (Beinn) is the eastern or east-ward mounts 
from ear, east. 

Eag na maoile, the notch on the Mull — ^the northern 
point of the island. 

Oallanach (an), p. 41. 

Ohodag a' (island-rock), about a mile north from the 
island. The word means a flirty coquette^ therefore a 
fancy. 

TeiB (Sr6n an) is the gen. of teas, ^a/— perhaps where 
the cattle took to in hot weather. 



Canna— Oanaidh 

I. This is a Norse name. The terminal -^y shows in 
both English and Gaelic, and the stem seems to be from 
the verb kunnm, to know, *^ ken.** On the north coast 
Otoi a' Ohoill suggests a watching hill. Compare Eilean 
sJon^A the sightQxi^^ or watch, island, and the frequent 
Onoc-faire of Gaelic. 

II. There is one English name, Compass Hill, of 
which I cannot give the history ; and there is one name- 
less Kil-, with a stone cross and other indications of its 
old existence. 
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III. Br^-eg6rr and lola-sgtor » bxiigh, upper part^ 
and lola (p. 69) + Bfl^rr (Hills). 

Oarr-innJui, the rough island. The ctor here is the 
root in carraigy a rock^ and perhaps in Oarron (river). 

Oonageanddh » con, dogs, + aig + idridh (ik^/^). 

Ohoill (C4rn a), the stranget^s cairn. 

Hadam is N. haMh hazel, + holm^r, islet. 

Oban (an t-), the Oban, or small bay. N. b6p. 

Buail (Sr6n), from raadh, red, + aiL See Olendarael, 
p. 49, and note. 

SMidh (an)| a foundation^ figurative of the island-rock 
on the south coast of the island. 

8tM (anX the ^* stool" or seat^ and Bod an stdil, a 
figurative body-name. 

Tarbert^ as in other places^ but there is a peculiar 
form in Oamna Thairbanush, Tarbert-ness Bay, on the 
north side of the Tarbert. 

Tighe (Beinn), the same as in Eigg. 

IV. Cmrrisdeiie, Laogaaish, Sandaj, are Norse. 
BsUmish is doubtful. 

V. The Kil- and Cross mentioned, and 8gor nam ban 
naomha, the rock of the holy women, are all that pertain to 
the Church. 

VI. There are no Personal names* 
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MORVEN— a' MHORAIRNE 
or MORVERN— or a' MHARATRNE 

The name is not settled. It has been thought to 
mean a' Uhdr-bheiim, the great mounts a rendering which 
has found ready acceptance outside, but never within 
the district itself, nor with its near neighbours. The 
local feeling has always been towards a' Mh6r-6arran, 
the great division (of land), and the etymological bias 
has been so strong in this direction as to cause a wrong 
lengthening of the vowel in the first syllable, which is 
without doubt naturally short. The mor, or mar, is 
certainly short, and is almost certainly the same as mnir, 
the sea. The strong ** infection " by the initial a of the 
second part easily explains the native sound of the first 
part, which is represented as nearly as possible by the 
second Gaelic form given above. A very competent 
scholar, and a Highlander — which in such work as this 
is must always count for much — has thought that the 
name stands for a' Uhnir-bhe^ma, the sea cleft. The 
rendering is good in several ways. It is good Gaelic, 
which the name certainly is, whatever may be the inter- 
pretation. It can bear the recognised changes of 
language, or rather of form, which would carry it into 
the present a' Mharaime. It goes a good way to meet 
old forms of the name ; and it is consistent with its 
explanation in the actual form of the land. There is a 
betom, or cUft^ running right through the district, divid- 
ing it nearly into two distinct parts. The cleft is made 
up of Loch Teacais, Loch Doire na mart, Loch-airidh 
Aonghais, the river of Oleann dnbh with Loch-niflge, 
and abhaimi na 06umiche into Loch a' Ohoire — and 



Digitized 



by Google 



MORVEN 103 

there is only half a milei or less, of break in the cleft 
from sea to sea, a distance of nearly thirty miles. I am 
therefore disposed to commend this interpretation of 
the name (given by the Rev. Dr. George Henderson) 
as the best, in my judgment, that has been proposed up 
till now. It is of interest to notice that the better 
English form, Morvem^ gives a distinct support to this 
rendering ; and the old records point the same way — 
Morwarne (1510, 1545), Morwerne (15 17), Morvernc 
(1671). 

II. There are no English names worth mentioning. 

III. Achafors is a hybrid » Gaelic achadh + N. ton^ 
a rushing current. 

Achadh-liaaain — achadh + lian-am, a stnaU meadaw. 

Airbhe (Camus na h-) is an old word meaning a 
fence^ wall^ or enclosure. It is pronounced Airbhe, with 
the e short There is another word meaning movement^ 
or disturbance^ which is quite consistent with the position 
of this OamoBi into which the flood-tide comes with great 
force causing something like a whirlpool. The Norse 
^y^% gen. eyr^mr^ a ^at/^/^d^ifr>&, is also a characteristic of 
the bay. I, however, prefer the first of these renderings. 

Aire (Tdrr na h-) » tdrr na(fh)aire, the watch hill^ 
at the mouth of Loch Aline. 

Arcain (Bol) seems to be Norse, as I have supposed, 
for Hac(hstead^ but a native suggests that it is Bodha- 
Lorcaiim. The N. IikM part is certainly preferable, 
but in that case I can o£Fer no explanation of the second 
part The name is natively pronounced as I give it, and 
it is so on the Survey map. 

ArdtorniBh is a mixed name » ird, a height^ + N. 
Tb6i*8 aes. 

Ariena8=iuridh Aonghais, Angus's jdridh. 
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Auliston (Point, and farm) is locally mdha nan 
amhlaistean. The sea-name has been carried to the 
farm on the mainland. The word is quite familiar to 
me as meaning tricks^ or circum<fentums, and it certainly 
contains' the old preposition ambi, around. It may, 
therefore, express some acts or difficulties of sailing 
round this very difficult Point. 

Beitheach (Coire). This is the Adj. birchy^ and not 
the Noun beitheach, a birch-wood. 

Beathrach (Beinn na). See p. 39. 

Ohiorn (Achadh a') is a peculiar genitive. It disobeys 
the ordinary rule, as does also Tigh a' Ghnoic — but they 
are none the worse for that. Achadh a' chMm and Tigh 
a' enoich are the regular forms of later Gaelic. 

OUdse (Meall a') is cheese-mount 

Ohaisil (Beinn a') is evidently named from Lochan 
a' Ohaisil, and the word here means a ford. See 

P- 13- 

OheaUaich (AUt a'), the Burn of the Cell-man, or 
Monky of Kilmalieu — without doubt It is a name of 
very long ago, bearing for all time the anonymous 
immortality of some worthy man. 

Eingairloch = Oinn a' ghe to>Ioch, the head of the short 
loch — perfectly descriptive. The only point remarkable 
about the name (apart from the locative form of CKnn) is 
that looh is not in the genitive. 

Olaigionn (An) is a skull^ and is figurative. It is said 
that the name is used for a good field, or for the best 
field — in Islay — but that does not seem to apply 
here. 

Olaon leathad » daon + leathad. It is written 
Clounlad in the Survey mao. daon means awty^ or 
sloping. 
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OroiBe (Camus na) is the Bay of the Cross, doubtless 
an old Cross of the Church of Kilmalieu » (Jill mo 
Libha (p. 184). 

Doirenamast is doire na mart, anv-grove—z Mull- 
man's rendering of the name. 

Budha na droma bnidhe shows exceptional grammar, 
for dnum is usually masculine ; it is here feminine. 

Dniimeannan (na) is a peculiar plural, from dmim, 
aback. 

Earnaich (Rudha iird) is locally aird ifeirionnaieh, 
which I believe is right, but N. eyrfmr, + Gael, -naidi, 
is quite appropriate. 

Eiligair, from eilig, the willow -herb {EpUobiuniy 
Onqgr.), or possibly N. elgr, the elk^ though this is unlikely. 

ikojg (an t-allt) ; ^ug means death. 

Fionary = flonn, white^ ox fair ^ + Idridh. * 

Gearr^hreag is short rock » getor + creag. 

Oiida (Gleann na), named upon the river, itself being 
named from gjlda, gudgeonnfish. 

ladain (Beinn) and Itharlain (Beinn). The two are 
like Personal names. I cannot explain them otherwise. 

Lmtreadh (an t-), the entrance — which is very des- 
criptive. 

Lurga, or Lnrgann (an), the shank, shin bone. 

Luachran (Poll) == luachair, rushes, + ar-an. 

Lnndie » Inndaidh, akin to 16n, a marsh, and this is 
nearly the meaning always. 

Meinn (Ailt na) is English a mine, therefore Minebum. 

Hhoimihnir (Bealach a'), an imitative word, the same 
as English murmur, referring, almost certainly, to the 
murmuring sound of a stream. 

Mncrach (and Coire nam) ^ muc, pigs, + ar-ach. 

PoU-airinis has a Norse feeling, and Ard-ness, close 
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by, suggests its meaning — the pool of Ard-nes, a mixed 
name in genitive form — PoU-iurde-ii/s. 

Bapaiche (Sithean na) is the noisyt rabbUy place — 
fern. gen. from rapach, noisy. 

Baighde (Leac na), from saighead, an arrow. 

Bamhairidh (Savary) = sanih, sorrel^ + jdridh. Samh 
is also the Gaelic for juniper; and there is sainhnan, or 
samhuachan, a large trouty and this would do well for 
Allt na Bamhnach, if it did not seem to be more 
correctly referable to the Bamlmach near it, as the 
next stream, Allt na Bocaich is, without doubt, to its 
Bocach. 

Seasglaich (Coire an t-) e seasg, dry^ used of a cow 
not giving milk, + lach. See p. 27. 

Bleaghach (and Dunan na) is clearly from deagh, a 
spear — a figurative name applied to the hill. 

Bleibhtecoire » coire + the gen. of sliabh, a hill. 
It is a word thoroughly familiar in the language, though 
not nearly so much used in Scottish names as it is in 
Ireland. 

Slabhaig (Coire). Blabhag is the pith of a horn. 
When the horn of an animal — of a cow, for instance — is 
struck off, the core part which remains is the slabhag. 

Sdm is a furnace^ flue^ or vent^ so this is possibly all 
Gaelic as, -ag -an, certainly is. See p. 139. 

Brathan na creige bJdn jdrde is a good bit of 
grammar, showing a correct agreement of two 
Adjectives in the genitive case. 

Btreang (an) is imitative, and is the same as English 
string. It is on the same lines as Loeh-Iall. 

Btaadh (an), a gable^ pinnacle — figurative. 

Teacois (Loch) is more correctly, according to local 
rendering, Loch-tiacaifl {jtoU). 
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Teamail (Loch) is the sheltered or protected loch — a 
most appropriate description. 

Tiobairt (Ard an). See p. 36. 

Uileann (an), the elbow^ is another of the body-names, 
which are exceptionally numerous in Morven. 

IV. Bignalg, Laudal, Liddesdai, Mungasdai, Suar^ 
dailf with the islands of Cama, Oronsa, Risga, are pure 
Norse; Airidh-«iiii<te//, Coire-Monkfo//, Allt-easgadait, 
Acha-/oi9, QleBsm^gaimaaaU, AhhBiim'gbardaU^ Oleaxm- 
saada^ Ard-#5/n/slr, are mixed; Bol-Arcain, PoU- 
airinniSy Miadar, Loch Teacuis, Sornagan, and Uamh- 
dail are not quite certain. All the mixed names take the 
Gaelic gen. even into the Norse part — ^governed, of 
course, by the later prefixed Gaelic part. 

V. The Church-names are few. There is Oill-Mhairi 
on Loch Sunart, Kihnalieu = Oill mo Libha, and Kil- 
lundine » Oill-Fhiomitaiji, shown as Oill - Fhiomitaig 
also. 

VI. The Personal names are not many. 

Artair (F6ith mhic-) shows two very interesting parts. 
FMth is the same word as the Gaelic for a vein (blood- 
vessel), but in place-names it means the stream which 
flows through a local bog. It might well come in with 
the body-names. The Artair part is very old. It has 
been referred'to an old Gaelic root, art, a bear (Mb), and 
to arte, from ar, to plough^ and therefore a cultivator — by 
Principal Rhys. 

Aongliais Bnaidh (Tom), the hillock favoured by a 
certain red-haired Angus. The name Angus is made up 
of two parts — aon -h gna » one (or unique) choice. This 
is the name in Airienas, which see. It is the same end- 
part as in Fer-gus. 

CHigain (Cnoc mhic) = mhic dhubh(a)gain, on the 
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same lines as Mackinnon = find + gea, therefore the 
dark'iorn. 

Dhoxmchaid]! (Lochan). See p. 37. 

Ohormaig (Lochan) » corb-mac, from corb, a chariot 
— ^therefore, the charioteer. 

8ioniith(Tigh mhic), perhaps fflorrnidhisome famous, 
or eternal^ son of Kilmalieu, but F. says that in Mull a 
branch of Mackinnons went by the name Mac-Siridh, 
which suggest a Norse ancestry from Sigrid. 
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MULL-MUILE 

L The name of Mull is in Gaelic Mnile, as given. 
The readiest derivation would be from N. Muli, a MuUy 
jutting crag^ or ^^ snout*' + -a^, and perhaps it would be 
correct. The Norsemen called it lAyU but I have not 
found the terminal -« or -^y with this form. There is, 
however, a difficulty in that Ptolemy, about A,D. 125, 
called the island Mal-eus, long before the Norse invasion 
of the west — ^if we must believe that the association of 
the name is right. The old names in the records do not 
help — Mowyl, MuUe, Mowyl, Mwll, &c. 

IL The EngUsh names are few, and of little interest. 
Such names as the Wilderness and Portfield are trans- 
lations. Livingstone^s Rocks, Rankin's Rocks, Frank 
Lockwood's Island, Lord Lovat's Cave, have some sort 
of history in them which I cannot give. 

in. The Gaelic names are good — extremely good. 
There is no district or part of the county in which the 
native language has so full and so fine a vocabulary as 
in Mull. It is in fact a splendid '^ text " of the Gaelic 
tongue ; and while Mull and its names exist it is only a 
foolish person who will venture to say that the Gaelic 
language is either dead or dying — the one hope, or fear, 
is as baseless as the other ; the event is impossible. 

Achaloirt - achadh-loi£gte, burnt-field. 

Airich (Allt an) is the cowherds bum, from jdreach. 

Artuma = kird + tuma, a tun, vat. 

Athairidh » ath + &iridh. Ath is now a prefixed pre- 
position meaning cgain, or re-, so it is very nearly of the 
same value as frith, p. 80. The meaning then is the idtidh 
against the other &iridh. Obair is ath-obair is work, 
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and the same work over again. An excellent instance of 
the usage is on Loch-uisge, where there is dnbh-leitir on 
one side of the loch and ath-leitir, or the again-^i leitir 
on the other, opposite. 

Arragain (Tir). Compare "nr-^tagain, K. 

Ardchiavaig = Ard + kyrr, quiet^ + vik, or kyr^ caw. 

Braclaieh (Cnoc na), grey, or badger-coloured place, a 
brake. 

Bhiigan (Beinn) — several meanings {note). 

Oaigeami (an), p. 1 2. Perhaps the Oaigean here are the 
fine hills, Beinn Bhnidhe (2354) and Oreach-bheinn (2289). 

Ohaise (T6rr a') is the t6rr of the steep — a noun made 
from kdyCMfSteep, which though here mascis fem.in form. 

Ghaoidh (T6rr a'), the t6rr of weeing or lamentation, 

Oarraiffean (an), carraig, a rock, + dim. an. 

Oarlvalg » OJdm (7) + bhalg, bags. 

Cameron is cam-shrbn, the same as the personal 
surname, tke curved " knowe^^ or nose. 

Oloidheiff (Lochan and Port na), a prawn, shrimp. 

Odmhla (Creag na), a deal door, or hal/^door, door-leaf. 

Ohoimhich (Lag a'), a foreigner. 

Oonarst — c6nihnard> level, equally high, the most 
perfect definition of level that can be given. Compare 
oothrom, p. 59. 

Orikbhaiche (Eilean a'), a devout, religious person^ 
almost certainly the retreat of one of the men of St 
Kilda, on Loch-buy. 

Ordgan (an) is from cr6g, a claw, and is a name given 
as fancifully indicative of the shape of the place. 

Ohrdnain (Cnoc a'), a ^* crooning," or purring, perhaps 
from the sound of the stream. 

OroBsan (an), the same as Eng. across + an — ^the snudl 
across-land. 
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OruUach (Port nan), almost certainly an error for 
cnrachi coracle^ boat {note). 

Droma (Ceann an), the end of the dniim or*^ back f' ridge. 

Dramain (Barrach an), the barrach (Mrr) of the elder-- 
tree^ or the dim. of the previous word. 

Eaglala (Aird), eccUsia^ a church — the Aird by the church. 

Falbhan (Clachan), an aimless travellings or a wanderer. 

Feoirlin, see p. i8. It is here, with Pennycross, 
peighinn na croise. 

Fealasgaiff (Uisge) is N. //a/A hiU, + sklld, a strip of 
land. 

Fe]lon-m6r has its explanation in Onoc na fiioiliim 
next it Faoileann, primarily a gull^ is applied to a 
pebbly-white sea-shore, and is even carried inland, as 
near Bunessan. 

Qhamhuach mh6r (a'), from gamhainn, a stirh, + ach. 
This is a frequent name for island-rocks. 

Gkmradh (an) » an gitfadh, the enclosing wall, secondary 
to a garden. 

Oeodha oeann dk aoinidh, the creek at the head of the 
two aoineadhfl (p. 12). The first and the last words are 
Norse. 

Gortendoil « gort an doill» the blind man's fields or 
enclosure. 

Lethonn = leth + fonn> land^ therefore a half land 
(p. 117). 

Iilathanaich (na), from liath (Colours) + an-aieh (pL). 

Ughe (Beinn). See p. 77. 

Lnngadain (Rudh' 4ird) = gen. of long, a ship (gea 
Ining) + ad-ain, on Loch-buy. 

Natain (Druim) = dniun Neachtain. This name has 
come from the Eastern or Pictish side of Scotland. 

Omhain (Allt),/r<7M, ox foam. See p. 51. 



Digitized 



by Google 



112 THE PLACE-NAMES OF ARGYLL 

Ohinde, from odhar, otter-coloured ^ ocUiar(n) + aidh. 

Pennyghael « peighinn a' OhMdhil, the GaeFs penny- 
land. 

Beinge (Rudha na) is from N. rdng, a boaP-rib^ taking 
the Gaelic gen. form. 

Bossal is almost certainly Norse »= bross+bdii, hcrse- 
hiU. 

Bamhna (Maol na). This is so straight a gen. of 
Bamhnum, HaUow-mas^ that it must come by this way — 
from some old rite on that day or eve. 

Barnhan (Eilean nan), a juniper bush (pi.) This is the 
most direct meaning (p. io6). 

Sastail (Cnoc) seems to be a N. -<fo/ name, from 
smltf croPf ^^ seedy The name is lost in its first use 
now. 

8aor pheighimi, the free penny-land {^. i8). 

Bealltair (Tom an t-), the watchman's hillock^ right 
opposite the entrance to Loch Spelvie— a most suitable 
position, from seall, look. 

Beilifldeir (Camus an t-), the ^^flagy* or yellow iris. 

BgUain (Loch an), a shade, shelter, tent, hut. N. skM. 

BeJUrsainn (Airidh na). This is pi. of Eng. serjeant, 
which really means a servant, although it has had many 
meanings. 

Bgrifhinn (T6rr an) has in it the same root element 
as Bgriodan, N. akrHUi, a land-slip, and would be better 
written sgridhum. 

Blaochain (Port an t-), a raft, sled ; therefore, the 
raft'port. 

Bleibhtechoire = dtibhte (sliabh) + ooire. See V., 
p. 1 06. 

Blngaid (a' Ohmachaii), a noun from dng, swallow ; 
therefore, the swallow, gorge, Fr. la gorge, applied to a 



Digitized 



by Google 



MULL 113 

place where a stream bores its way through a rock, 
forming a gorge. There is a Sltigaa dubhi the masc. 
form, on the Sound of lona. 

Taoislin » taoiSi doughy + lin {noU\ 

Teanga, a tongue (p. 30). There is a fine example 
between the two bums which flow into the north corner 
of the southern end of Loch Spelvie. 

T6n-tlre is in a sense the opposite of Cinn-tlre. 

Uiflken » uisge + ain, the smaU watery-place. 

IV. Assapol, Carsaig, Borabus, Ormsmtg, Sbiabm, 
are unmixed Norse ; QlWDn-aiasgrnig, iixA-BUmish, Ard- 
chrtsnish, a' chhit, Bmid, Oleaxm-Z/A/dfA QUeasm-MdU, 
and Inagartt are mixed with Gaelic, and with the Gaelic 
'' infection." lilean Amalalg is uncertain {note). 

V. The Church-names are Killinaig » Oill(Kh)i]m(t)aig 
(p. 113); Kilviceuen s Oil! mhic Eoghain (p. 184); 
Kilpatric = Oill Ph4tric (p. 160), St. Kilda's Church, and 
there is an old burial-ground with the ruins of a name- 
less chapel on Carsaig Bay, with a Pennycross or thie 
penny-land^ on which stood the Cross. There is another 
Pennycross right opposite on the north coast — on 
Looh Sgrldain— with Orois an oUaimh, all doubtless 
referable to OiU-in(t)aig. 

VI. Ailean (Rudh' Iain Mhic-), Allan — a name said to 
come the same way as Lat. alo^ I rear. 

Oiibhein (Airidh Mhic), for MacNiven =» mac naom- 
hain, Saints-son (p. 30). 

ghearchair (AUt), Farquhat's Bum. See p. 95. 

Qhillandrais (Carraig) » gille, servant of^ Andrew. 

Ohnaire (Uamh), Godfr^s Cave. 

Mhennis (Aoineadh), Magnus', and p. 12. The name 
has come from Lat. magnus^ greats through Norse, in 
which the name as Magauss is common. 

H 
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Oighrige (Eilean). This is the Gaelic for the Eng. 
female name Effie, from digh, maiden^ + rig-da ; there- 
fore, royal maiden. 

aiamhaich (Allt Mhic-) — a familiar name for tke 
Devilf or the greedy one. It is not a Highland personal 
name. 



(2) From (i) to the Head op Loch nan Keall 
AND Salen 

Airdvergniflh. There is old Gael, meirge, a standard^ 
but I prefer N. blork^ birch^ + lies here. 

Airinasliseig ^ jdridh na Bliseig, a shavings or slue. 
It occurs in K. also. The dim. of glios, a side^ or flank^ is 
also possible, although the grammar is against this. 

BeJdmach (Coire), the notched^ or cleft^ '' corrie." See 
Bernice, C. 

Blth-bheinn. Bith is most commonly used of the 
resin which oozes from the bark of fir. It seems to mean 
generally an oozing of any kind ; but Armstrong's 
Dictionary has bith, quiet^ or peaafuL The first mean- 
ing is almost certainly the meaning in this name — the 
oozing mountain. Or it may be Bxddhe-bheinn ; the 
Goirtean buidhe is at its foot Other forms, like Olas- 
bheimi, would be in favour of this. 

Brideig (Allt) is Brigit's Bum, and next it AUt Qille- 
Ohaloim, that of Columbds servant. There is also Meall 
a' chUursair and Leac an t-sagairt, the harpet^s hill and 
the pries fs stone — all which points to the Church record, 
spreading from Kilfinichen and Killinaig. 

Brimishgan » bramasag, Burr -weed (Xanthium), 
+ aii. 
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Oaxmel (Gleann) — named upon the river {note). 

Ohapnill (Aoineadh a'), in the Survey map Aoineadh 
thapnilL See p. 12. 

04niacha fiomia (na), the white Camochs^ shows a good 
example of good grammar, which is indeed peculiarly 
rich, in the Mull names. In the same district is flona 
mhjtm, the white ^ ox fair ^ M^. 

Oarrachan m6r, the great carrach + an, perhaps better 
as carragh, same as carraig. The carradian creige is 
the " cobbler ".fish, and there is ''The Cobbler" moun- 
tain at the head of Loch-Long — fanciful, 

Ohonnaidh (AUt a') is dry wood, ready for the fire, 
that \% firewood. 

a' Ohonnail is the same as Ooingheal (p. 59). It is 
the meeting of waters — in this case of Allt a' mhilchaidh 
smotherings and abhainn Bail' a' mhnilinn. 

Ohoiredail (Cruach M4m, &c.), and Ooladair River, 
are almost certainly the same, the latter form being an 
ignorant metathesis. Coire-dail is quite easily under- 
stood as Ooire + dal, like Uamh-dal (V.), but Ooladair 
conveys no sense that I can find ; like Olemannil (K.) and 
others, all errors of the Survey. 

Ohrdtha (Aird a*). This is a good and nearly lost 
genitive of cr6, apen^ or a fold. 

Ondgnure = creag an inbhair, j/^z<;-r^^Ar. 

Dererach (an) » an(d)ear, the east^ + -ar-ach (pp. 32, 
100). 

Derryguag =: doire dhnbh-aig, the grove on the black 
Water— iht aig here standing for river. 

Denchaixm (Cnoc) is trialf difficulty^ trouble. 

Diseig is most likely Norse, named upon the Bay, 
vik^ although the next stream, Dnbhaig, is certainly 
Gaelic. 
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Domhnaich (Maol an). Domhain, deep^ is here quite 
possible, the name being that of practically a sea-rock, 
but the fact that it is a ''calf" of Inch-Kenneth makes it 
almost certainly D6mhnach » Lat daminica^ the Lord's 
plau^ or the place of the Lords man. 

Duairt » dubh + jurd, with accent thrown forward 
on to the first syllable, as always happens in such 
combinations. 

Ihiatharach (Beinn na). This is the Argyll rendering 
of what might be better written dnbh-ar-ach, a shade^ or 
a protection from the heat of the sun. The root is dubh, 
blacky or, in this case, dark. 

Eararadh is the parching of com before grinding, and 
it is here quite possible, with -ach as the place of. 

Klireiff (an) = iolaireig (p. 56). 

Ooirenahenchy and Ooire nan eunchair are clearly 
from the same source, the one being singular, the other 
plural— eun, a bird; ennach, fowling ; the first + aidh, 
the other + air. 

Faoileann, in its secondary meaniag, p. iii, is very 
common in Mull. 

Ctall-mdr (Rudha nan) shows a^eement with mdha 
in the singular, and not with Oall, which is the gen. pi. ; so 
the name is a compound, Budha-nan-gall. The grammar 
of the names of Mull is very good and very interesting. 

Qaodhail (River) — ^gaodh, old Gaelic, a kech ; there- 
fore, the leech-river. 

Oetoia (an) is from ge&rr, cut, and means the cutting, 
as beJdma means a cleft, from old bher, cut. 

Ohr&ig (Beinn a'), from grkg, crowing, croaking-^ 
imitative. 

Orilline, a common name, probably from groth, 
gravel, pebblest + lin (note). 
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lolaich (Bigh an), Bay oijqy^ or tnerrimmt. It is on 
Inch-Kenneth, and surely conveys a story of the olden 
time and custom. 

Java must be an import. 

Laimhrige (Sgeir na). Launhrig is a landtng-^lace^ 
or harbour. It seems to be based on laimh-rig, a 
handling. 

IJ^'pbXL (an), mire^ mud, day. It is from the same 
origin as Uithach ; therefore, a wet, miry ground. 

Lethomi = leth + fhomi, a half-land. Fomi is an old 
and poetical word, not now in use, though kindred bonn 
is. It means y^tfiidf-ation, or foot-hotd—iht earth. The 
name occurs on Loch Don and on Loch Sgrldain. 

Lochdon — almost certainly Loch-domhaimi {note). 

Lnrgaan (Achadh), the shin bone— one of the body- 
names. 

Malnnir nam fiadh, the deerfold^ or pen. It has been 
referred to early Fr. maneir, a dwellings coming on the 
same lines as Eng. Manor. 

Ujon a' choir' idhir, the Mhm (Hill) of the ''dun'' 
corrie^ shows a very interesting " infection " of the Adj. 
odhar. There is also a good plural form, na Baighdean 
odharra, the '' dun " swords — figurative. The origin 
of the word odhar has been suggested to have been 
the same as that of ''otter^'* colour, but the otter is 
the b^ist-dnbh, and never, that I know, the b^ist-odhar, 
in Gaelic. I have, however, heard it called the cd-donn, 
the dun-dog. See Colours (Intro.). For Saighdean com- 
pare Bleaghach (p. io6) and Claidheamh. 

Partan (Once nam), a crab-fish — *' Partan'^-hillock^ 
strangely enough an inland name. 

Pennygown « Peighimi a' ghobhaimi, the smith* spenny^ 
land 



Digitized 



by Google 



Ii8 THE PLACE-NAMES OF ARGYLL 

Bl&bhtecoire = gen. of sliabh + coire (p. io6). 

Sr^ine (Beinn na), gen. of Brian, a bridle. 

TUaidh (Beinn). The word means to entice^ or tame^ 
an animal, and in this way, for some reason, the name 
doubtless came. 

Thonacairidh (Beinn) = N. Sanaa + ^nf-r (p. ii8). 

Tiompain (M^m an), a musical instrument; Lat. 
tympanum, a drum, tymirel, used fancifully of a round 
hill, in this case of a Mlun. 

Tiobairtean (Coire nan) — the gen. pi. of tipra (p. 36). 

TomsMibhe = torn + a gen. of sliabh. 

T5n dnbh-8gairt. This, if not poetical, is distinctly 
suggestive ; and if we could be in doubt as to the mean- 
ing of Bgiurt^ the tdn part supplies any necessary proof 
of the meaning. It is tdn + dnbh, 6/ack, + sg&irt, " squirt^' 
or severe diarrhoea — figurative clearly. 

Tomess = tbrr an eas, the Torr by the waterfall. 

nndsge (Coire an), "a being supposed to haunt lonely 
and sequestered places, as mountains, rivers, and water- 
falls" (H. S. D.), a goblin, " brownie." 

IV. The following names are Norse pure : Caskadaif 
Bona, Pisbaisb, Scaliasdal, Scanisdal, Rossdal, Toro' 
say. Dram-soni-a4rf Oleann-Zorg-a, Bndha Leth-T/ror^ 
cail, t/Zfiv-allt are mixed. M^m Bhreapadail and Mkai 
Bhraghadail are mixed. 

V. The old Church-names are KilfinichenssFindclian 
(p. 182), Inch-Kenneth » InniB-Ohoinnich, the OMn-each, 
or ^^ fair one** (p. 171), Kilphatrick, near Duairt, and Tlr- 
6rain perhaps ; Kilbeg — a' Ohill bheag, Bndha na cille 
(on L. Spelvie), Drnim na cille (between Fishnish and 
Scallastle) show forgotten and now nameless Kils ; Aird- 
eaglaifl and Meall an t-sagairt clearly refer to a church 
that has disappeared. Killiemore, on Loch Sgrldain, has 
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its good gloss in Uaol na Ooille m6ire standing over it 
It is not a Kilf but a coille (p. 40). 

VI. Sjffr Shomhairle is the Barr of SanurUd^ a word 
which means '' Summer-sailor " (Mb.), Sutnar^liii. The 
name is common in the Western Isles, and it is of Norse 
origin, without doubt — a vHdag-r of the olden time, who 
wisely chose the summer for his raids on the West. 

Port Donainmay refer to St. Donnan of Eigg (p. 117), 
but this is not likely. It is a personal name from donn, 
" dunJ' 

Ehaoil seems to be a naked gen. of the name Ronald, 
where the governing word has fallen out. This name is 
tioTseRogn^valdr, reign-ruUr, ov ruler from the gods QAh.), 
There is another explanation possible, however. The 
name is on Allt Ooire fraoich, the stream of the heather- 
corrie^ so the name may be fraoch-ail softened down. 
Compare Bnadh-ail in Oleann da madh-ail, Glen- 
daruel, C. 

Thomais (Carraig Mhic-), Thamas-soris rock. 



(3) From (2) to the North Coast 

Airidh-pholl = idridh + gen. pi. of poll, a pool^ or 
puddle. 

Amais (Ciirn an), the gen. of Amas, aim^ and meetings 
which is after all the same idea. 

B4 (River and Loch) can only be from b^ a cow — 
another of the Animal-rivers. 

Bail' lochdair, the farm or steading upon the low 
ground^ lochdar, as opposed to uachdar, the upper^ or 
higher, ground^ which appears in such various forms as 
Achter-, Auchter-, Ochter-, though not in Argyll. 
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Ballygown » baile a' ghohhaixin, the smith's steading. 

Bellart (River), not a River-name {note). 

Biolaireaoh (L6n), Adj. the water-cress^ from Udair, 
which in old Gaelic was biror, from old Ur, water^ or 
welL 

Burg and Dun-Askain show the effort of Gaelic to 
come to its own again. This was the borg, without 
doubt, of Askmn, a Norseman. When he and his left, 
the native people saw the botg^ which they recognised 
as a dim, or stronghold, and they kept the name of Askan 
for their dim, that was previously attached to the borgf 
and the borg was sent adrift, without a specific name. 

OoiUe and Oill a' mhorair shows again that there is 
a risk of mistaking the one for the other. The Oill here 
is clearly the ooillei the wood, and not the Kil* of the 
Church-names. 

Oriadhaeh mh6r, the large clayey place, from eriadh. 

Ozionlarach is the small Uirach, the same as is per- 
verted into a supposed nominative, Orianlaiioh, on the 
West Highland railway. 

Ouilce (Lochan na), the reedy Lochan, see p. 46. 

Gain (Loch) seems to be, and appropriately is, an 
Loch Omnhang, the narrow loch. 

Dubh-leiter is the black leitir, p. 21. 

Eas-Zbrs (Allt an) is very interesting, as again showing 
how the Gaelic people preserved, when they certainly 
did not understand the meaning of, the Norse names* 
The Burn was named torSf or the waterfall, by the 
Norseman, and when he left, the natives called the Bum 
by its appropriate and perhaps its older name, eas, a 
watetfall also ; but being familiar with the Norse name 
iors they kept it, although they did not know that it 
meant the same thing as their own eas. This is quite 
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a common occurrence. The name, then, means the 
Bum of the waterfall twice over, once Norse and again 
Gaelic. 

FJm-more is the gnat gentle slope. See Fanans, p. 59, 
and am f&n. 

Fiaan (T6rr nam) is another instance of Fingalian 
evidence in topography. 

Fiidar (Coire an) \% powder^ almost certainly a modem 
name, having reference to this Carrie as a hunting or 
"shooting" Corrie. 

Ohigha (Druim) is the same as the island name 
Oigha, off the coast of K., meaning the N. £f4i, chasm^ 
or rift^ + cj% island; but why the name is here given, 
which is not within sight of Gigha, is very difficult to 
suggest. Druim ghiadha, the Druim of the (wild) geese^ 
is easily acceptable, especially because of the full forms 
of the plural so peculiarly preserved in the names of 
Mull. Compare Saighdean odharra, &c. 

Eellon = Oeall + fhonn. The first part is the same 
as in Iioch nan Oeall, and fonn, p. 117, occurs in Leth- 
(fh)onn(p. 117). 

Eingarbh = Oinn, loc. of ceann, a head^ + garbh, 
rough. 

HUdaig (Sgeir) is a feminine form in -aig, from 
mjdda, gentle^ therefore a gentle maiden, a mermaid^ 
perhaps. 

Ladhair (Loch an), a hoof therefore the Loch of the 
hoof-mark. 

Ledmore « an leathad mor. See p. 21. 

Leth-ghleann is the half glen j in the sense of p. 21. 

Lin (Glac zn\flax (growing) deU. 

Penalbannach = peighinn, penny-land^ + Albannach. 

PhoUachie (Coire) » poll, apuddU (pi), + achadh. 
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Sean-pheiffhinn is the old penny-land. 

Sgidan (Breac) is the spotted sgiilan, wicker-basket-^ 
figurative, no doubt. 

T6nan (Na), plural of \ki^ypodex. 

Tritth (Loch), the early loch — ^perhaps because of its 
early fishing time, which its position suggests. 

IV. Norse names are frequent. AroB^ Busay^ Hauin, 
Misbaisb, Momisb, Oskamai, Qaiaisb, Readle, Sga* 
lanisbf Some, Suaipol, Tresbaisb, Tostary, Udmail, 
are nearly all pure Norse. 

V. The Church-names are Kilbrennain s Oill Bhran- 
nain (p. 175), Killichronain s=Crinaii (p. 184), Kilmore = 
Oill Moire, Kilninian « Oill-ninidh-aiii (p. 162), with 
Loch nan Oeall, and Kellon. 

VL Personal names are few. Oleann Mhic Oairidh, 
the gen. of Mac-ara (?). 

Dhdmhnaill (Meall Mhic-), p. 37. 



Coll— Oolla 

L This is a Norse name, said to come from koll-r, a 
top, crown^ -f- ey, an island^ although there are no high 
hills — nothing over 250 feet. This fact gives a prejudice 
against this rendering. There is another. The word 
kolhris grammatically masculine, and would take a gen. 
in s (I would say the chief element in Colonsay), but 
here the name has clearly a fem. genitive, and therefore 
I offer kollaf a kind, or humble-deer, + ey, as the origin of 
the name. " It is very fertile alsweill of corns as of all 
kinds of catelL There is some birkin woodis within the 
said ile and will raise seven score men in tyme of troublis 
or weiris." 
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IL There are one or two English names which are 
likely translations, such as Roundhouses, Broadhills. 

IIL The difficult names are exceptionally so. They 
are more than a third of them pure Norse, and 
almost all the Gaelic names seem to have the Norse 
infection. 

Acha and Diin-achaidh is achadh,/^^/. 

Airileoid = ikiridh + perhaps the personal name in 
(Mac)leod with correct genitive, as Gael, lllac-leoid. 

Airinabo8t=Gael. jdridh an + N. ba^r + host 

Airivirig = jdridh + Gael. gen. of N. horg-r. Com- 
pare Burg and Dun-bhuirg, M. 

Anlaimh (Loch), or better, Anlaifs loch. This is the 
N. name Aalaf, whence Macaulay. 

Arinagour = jdridh na gobhar, the goats jdridh. 

Ascaoineach (Eilean), the unkindly island. It is very 
exposed. 

Beart an fhir, the maris deed—some famous act 
which I cannot state. 

Breacacha » breac + achadh, spotted field. 

Ohairidh (a'), the weir (p. 55). 

Ohogaidh (Leac), the leac (p. 16) of the fight. 

CMnneachan (Loch nan), almost certainly for Cain- 
eichean (p. 35). 

Olabhach = clamh, a kite^ buzzard^ + ach. 

Oliad, (and Loch, and Bay) = cU, left (ward), 
+ ad, as in leth-ad (?) ; cliadaa is bur-^bush. 

Oniseag (Sgeir nan), reedy grass. 

Eatha (Port na h-), and Loch Eatharna, from Eatha, 
a boat. 

Fasachd comes easier from tkA^grow and growth^ than 
from fibs, waste^ from which f&Bach, a desert. 

Faygarvick = ftith a' ghjuraidh bhig, the bog-stream 
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with the small stone wall. GJiradh is in common use in 
Argyll, with this meaning of a stone dyke. 

Feshim (Bagh) = N. floBf a byre^ + holm^r. 

Fidudg (Druim) seems named upon the foregoing 
word, + v/lc The hill rises from the bay. 

Foill (Ben and Bay) is treachery — a name .with a 
history, without doubt 

FiiBland « N. fri6 (neut.), seed^ crops^ + ttakd. 

OaUanach. See p. 41. 

Gorton = an goirtean (p. 15). 

lomallach (Eilean), remote^ at th4 outskirts which is 
here very appropriate. 

Mine (Port), meal^port^ not an uncommon name. It 
must have a local history. 

Mhurain (Port a'), sea bent-^grass. 

Phanpig (Sgeir), I can make nothing of. 

So&ard (Loch) = r6n + jurd, pi. of tod, a height. 

Sheannlep, from sean, old, + gen. leaps, of leaba^ a 
bedy in the same sense as feannag, fiu>ileanii, &c. 

Torastain » t6rr + iUtain, perhaps ABkmia, a Norse 
personal name. The t often takes the place of k in 
Manx names, e^. Recast for GaoL riasg, diri-grass, Sast 
for aeasg, dfy (of a cow not giving milk). 

Totamore = tobhta, a to/ty hnoU, + m6r, great. 

Totronald « Ronalds toft. 

Trailleach (Bagh an), "a general name for sea-weeds,** 
H. S. D. Traille (short), is the tusk (fish). 

Urbhaig (Loch). N. Art, the urox, + vlk {note). 

IV. Bemen, Bodba (dearg), BhortunuU (Eilean), 
Comaig (m6r and beag), Crossapol, Blendg, Phbmig 
(Druim), Piskeu^f Orimaary, Orisbapol, Ouaaap Hogb 
(Rudha, Beinn and Bay — with Ballyhaugh), Mibaat, 
Oroasay (island), 5o-a (dis-syllable), SgolianUp SadU' 
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dale, are all Norse, with Gaelic mixture some of 
them. 

V. There is only one Church-name, Kilbride » Oill- 
Brigite (p. i6o). Loch GfaiUe-Oalnim and Loch an t- 
iMhgairt are side-names, but there is no sign of a church 
in their neighbourhood, on the east coast 

VL MacNeill's Bay is the only Personal name. 
See p. 0. 



TiREE— Tiridhe 

L The name of Tiree has always been looked upon 
as Gaelic Tbr, land, + gen. of the word ioth, com, which 
still remains in ioth-Iaxm, a corn-yard. The old form of 
the word was ith, with gen. h-etho. Ceres was called 
Ban-dea h-etho, the goddess of com. Adamnan called the 
island Ethica Terra. That it was rich in corn is proved 
in many ways. The island used to be '^callit in all 
tymes McConnell's girnell ; for it is all teillit land, and 
nae girs but leyland quhilk is maist nurischand girs of 
ony other, quhairthrow the ky of this He abundis sa of 
milk that thai are milkit four times in the day." Such 
names as Comaig, Baile' mhuilinn, Corn Mill, show still 
good evidence of the old reputation embodied in the 
island name. 

IL There are a few English translations — the Moss, 
Middletown, Greenhill. The Reef is not a reef, but a 
large plain. 

in. Considerably more than half the names of Tiree 
are Norse — in fact, the Norse feeling is very strong. In 
other parts we find Norse names upon sheltered bays, 
and running from the sea into the green fruitful valleys ; 
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but in Tiree the Norseman was "thorough." He held 
it all and named it all. It is distinctly remarkable that 
the modern Gaelic names are found filtering inwards 
from the sea-border, and not outwards from the interior 
as is usually the case. The meaning of this is evident 
The Norsemen kept to the sea, or within reach of it 
always, so that inland names and places escaped him, 
but in Tiree the old Gaelic names were blotted out, not 
only on the coast, but over the whole island, and Ncrse 
names took their place. The restoration of Gaelic has 
been from without, so that the inland names remain 
Norse. 

It is peculiar to find so many Dilns, or " forts," in the 
island. In some parts they are within half a mile of 
each other. 

Acarsaid folaich, the hiding anchorage — ^referring to 
its depth, of nearly a mile. 

Bailephetriflh seems to be the steading of Petrus, 
Peter^ in Latin form. 

Bailephnill = baile a' phnill {^VL\ pool-farm. 

Barradhu (am), the black Barr^ with wrong Agreement 
— should be am Bitrr-dubh. 

Bhtidhe (Traigh a'), the Bay-shore— ol Baile phuill. 
This is simply the English bay assimilated. The com- 
moner form is Bilgh, from the same source. 

Bhiosta (Cnoc), the pi. of blast, beast. 

Bhodaich (Stac a'), the old man's stac ; N. stakk^r. 

Oarachan « carragh, a stone-pillar + an. 

Ohircnis (Ruinn) is N. Idrl^u + neB, church-ness in 
Gaelic form. The ruins are still there — marked 
"Temple" on the Survey map. 

Ohrossain (Poll a'), the pool of the small across-land. 

Onap (an) (p. 34). 
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Ouigeas (an), the fifth (part) land. Compare ceath- 
ramh, a fourth part (p. 18). 

Fhaodhail (an), a very good example, long and 
narrow (p. 15). 

Fhoimingir (Cnoc) seems to be N. A>iii, old^ + ^ng^ir 
(pL), as in vik'tagir^ the Bay-men. 

Oott (Bay) is God, or God-man* shzy, referring perhaps 
to the old church at Kirkapol — a priest, from N. godl. 

HanaiB (Rudha). See Machri-hanish, &c., K., but 
here it is most likely Aa-r, high, + oes. 

Igeannaa (na h-), the chickens— yoMng of any bird. 

Eenoyay ^ ceann a' bh^h, the head of the Bay (of 
Bailephetrish), with Dim ceann a' bUdgh. See Bheidhe. 

Eenvar = ceann a' bharra, the head of the Barr. 

Uannel — N. mann + vo//-a man-field {^\ 

Mealbhach is sandy ground, or dunes, covered with 
bent-grass, from N. meUr. 

Hiodar (am), the meadow, usually Hiadar. 

M6mteadi, the peat-moss. 

Biaghain (Loch). Riadhan is a snare, and also a 
swing, and there was an old usage of the word for 
gallows — ^here, a fishing line most likely. 

BoBgaill « ro8 (p. 19) + Ooill (Oall) with Mnllach 
nan Oall — the Ross and Height of the foreigner. 

Bnaig - ruadh, red (Colours) + aig. 

Salnm » N. stdt + holm^r, salt island. 

Sgitthaln (Ciil), from Bgitth, shelter + ain. 

Sridd madh, red-street I 

Stioiail (Loch) ^ stagn{um) + ail {note). 

Thorbhaia (Ruinn) = Shoirbheis, a fair wind (with th 
used wrongly for 8h, as in ThnnJigairidli, p. 118). 

Vaul, (and Bay) = N. hvall, a hill; therefore, hill 
Bay, referring to the Cnap there. 
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IV. The Norse names are so numerous that I do not 
state them here. They may be found in the Norse 
chapter. Many are pure, but some are mixed, as Barra- 
polf Bailin-oe, Oreacha-sifa/, &c. The last of these con- 
tains 'Staihr (p. 20), and not ^dai^r, for the two of them 
are small island-rocks o£F the north-east coast. Budha 
Boraige m6ire shows a peculiar feminine gen. of borg^n 
a fart. Compare Dim-bhairg, M. The fort is here still, 
but under the Gaelic name DiLn. 

V. Church-names are Kil-Kenneth s Oill Ohoinnioh 
(p. 171), Kilmoluag » Oill mo Lil-ag (p. 172), with the 
ruins of the Chapel. There is a Olachan mdr, the great 
stone-church on the north coast, and the "Temple" 
already mentioned on the south coast. Kirkapoi, 
Kirkton, is the Norse record of a church which was 
there before the time of the invasion, the ruins of which 
are still visible. 

VI. There is only one Personal name, Port Ohimn 
N6iU (p 96), on the north-east corner of the island. 



ULVA—Ulubha 

L The name is from N. tf//-n a wolf -{- eXf pre- 
sumably because the wolf was a familiar animal there 
when the Norse arrived. '' It is a plane land but ony 
hillis or woodis — ane He twa mile lang ane mile braid." 

II. There are no English names. MacQuarrie's Rock 
is a Survey translation. 

III. Ardali » Jdrd AilUdh (p. 33). 
Br6ideaiiaoh (am), from br^id, a clout— IzncxiuX. 
Brionn-phoU » breon-pholl (?), (p. 134). 
Ghrannag (a'), the pulpit— ImX or figurative. 
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Diollaid (Rudha na), the j^MJUZf— fanciful. 
Don BhiordmniU » N. blatter + muhr. 
Don O'OhardachaiB, a Personal name — Irish. 
Oallon (Glac) » gallan (p. 41). 
Laghnra (Port nan), rightly ladharra (p. 121). 
Beilean (Eilean nan), from r6idht smooth^ level. 
Skeinidh (Sgeir na)— sddneadh, a splits division. 
Trealbhaa, from trealamh + an {note). 

IV. Cailiaisb, Oloasty {Btinn), Onnjd!^, are all Norse. 

V. Oill Mhic Eoghain is the only Church-name. 

VI. There are no names under this head. 

Oemsgil (mor and beag) and Borsm (island) are in 
Loch na Ceall. 

Oometra^ from N., is godr + maOt + ey, the good- or 
God-maris island. 

Acanaid mhor is a very fine anchorage. See N. Voc. 

Bristeadh-rtunh (Rudha) is the oar-breaking point, 
which surely tells a tale of troublesome navigation. 

Brd (am), the shallow passage between Ulva and 
Gometra s N. hrA^ a bridge^ or crossing (note). 

Dnn - lasgan (Rudha) » I>im(fli)ia8ga]i, gen. pi. of 
flasgan, a mussel. 

Mine (Maol na) is the meal + mahr, point. 

Moiflgdr :=: N. mdr, seamew, + slwr— but N. Voc 

Little Oolonsay— 5^^ Colonsay. 

Ohicheamaig (Port) » N. kv/gm, heifer, + tolm'r, 
island, + vikf heifer-isle Bay. 

Sgaigean (an island rock), from sgag, crack, split, + an. 

Eiriflgeir == N. eyrr^ar + skeri. 

StafTa^ from N. stater, a staff, and other kindred 
meanings applied to the island here because of its staffs 
of columnar rock. 

The few names are mostly English now — Fingal's 

I 
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Cave, the Goat Cave, Mackinnon's Cave, the Great Face, 
the Causeway, which are all translations. They ha-ve 
been so rendered to make them understood to the 
tourist. Port an fhasgaidh, shelur Bay; Meall na 
faoileann, the gull-hill; and am bnachaille, the herdsman^ 
are yet Gaelic. 

Treshnish (Islands) have a few interesting names. 
LungSf which is Norse, has a Caibb, or calf, and the two 
most northern rocks have each a Boiy of the old time, 
now Castle and Fort. The other names are Gaelic. 



lONA— it, and i Ohalnim-Chille 

L lona has its own great history, to which I can only 
refer in the very slightest way. This form of the name 
is an error — a misreading of the gen. form loua, or lova. 
1, or HI, is the correct nom., and other forms of the gen. 
are Hla, Hise, le, ta, tae, &c., for full knowledge of which 
Reeves' ** Adamnan " must be consulted. Scores of ex- 
planations have been offered of the name, many of them 
simply nonsense, none so far as I know conclusive. The 
island was consecrated {offeravit, p. i68) to St. Columba 
by Conall, King of Dalriada, A.D. 565. Its suffering at 
the hands of the Norseman and its great influence in the 
history of the early Church belong to general history. 

II. Any English names are translations. 

III. The Church, and the history of the Church, with 
a little of Norse, and about a third of simple Gaelic 
names, are the names in lona. 

Bhr^ige (Port an fhir). This surely commemorates 
an apostate — the port of the lying, or apostate, one {note). 
Boineach, from b6, a cow^ = boin, gen. + -ach. 
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Bradhan (Cnoc nam), better brathan, querns* kill. 

Ohaorach (Eilean na h-aon), the island of the one sheep. 

Oarraig g^ire (Rudha na), the Point of the sharp rock, 
from getir, sharp, edged. 

Oarach (Port na) is the port, or harbour, of tke coracle 
— ^the port most probably at which landed Colum Cille 
and his apostles. There is a strong suggestion in this 
way coming from "the ruins" at the head of the bay, 
called in Gaelic, most appropriately, Uuraichean, or the 
foundation-marks of the old homes, and further from 
Oium cnl ri Eirinn, tke cairn (to mark) wkere we turned 
our back upon Erin, 

Dnddean (Cnoc) = cnoc dmidhean, Druids^ killock. 

Dun-i, tke fort, or rather kill (332), of /, lona. Another 
peculiar form occurs in Dun Oiil Bhuirg, where Dim 
follows upon a Ciil named upon the old borg^r. 

Ennaich (Stac ^n)\ fowling {1^, 16). 

Babach (Eilean), stormy, rough, " dirtyJ' 

Baimh (Camus an t-), from N. hat, tke sea {note). 

Sligneach, from slige, a skell (p. 94). 

IV. Oailbhe (Eilean) is the Gael. gen. of the Norse, 
and Calvm on the mainland (that is, of lona) is the same. 
Otl'buirg (Dun) is a mixture. Dim is Gaelic, a fort; 
Oill is Gaelic, tke back of; and boirg is the Gaelic gen. of 
the Norse, borg-r; Didil (Eilean) ; Musimul (Eilean) ; 
Staoiaeig (Loch). 

V. The Church is the atmosphere of lona. 

VI. Findlay's rocks (p. 73) and Stac Mhic Mhtir- 
chaidh (p. 96) are the only Personal names. 
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JURA— DltBA 

I. The island name is Norse, meaning deer-island — 
tf/r, a deer, or indeed any wild beast, + ey, island, 

Scarba also is Norse skarf^r + ey, the cormorant isle, 
IL There are a few English names — Barnhill, Low- 
landman's Bay, Milltown, &c., and mixtures like Oaigen- 
houses and Z.a»^-aoineadh. 

(i) Scarba and the Small Islands belonging 
to Jura, on the North 

III. Belnahna = beul na h-uamha, cave-mouth, 

nadda is flat island, N. tlat-r + ey. It is interesting 
to notice the differences of form in this island name — 
Bladda, Fladda, Flatey, Pladda — quite a small lesson in 
consonantal change, which helps to explain Scarba from 
skarf't + ey, 

Ormsa is from onu^r + ey^ " worm,' or snake, island. 

All the other names here are Gaelic. 

Fiolan, which occurs three times in Lunga, might be 
taken, for &oileaim, in the sense of a white beach, only 
the word occurs in Scarba correctly spoken and written. 
It may not be impossible that the quasi-English '' Fellon/' 
a swelling (diseased), may be the meaning here — Fiolan, 
Fiolan meadhonach, and Fiolan an droma. The shape 
of the small islands would quite fit this rendering. 
Fiolan is Gaelic for an ear-wig and maggot, or worm. 
It may be used fancifully here. Fiolan-flonn was a 
morbific factor in old Gaelic pathology — a prophecy 
of the bacterium of the present day. 

Fildan (am), a rock-island. The name is used of a 
small " stack;* N. atakk-r. 
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Oarbh-eileach and Eileach an Naoimh are not familiar 
forms. Eileach is a fnill-rau and a mound (H. S. D.). It 
may possibly, and not unlikely, come from old Gaelic, 
ail, a rockf + ach, and therefore the name would be a 
general term for island-rock. It is peculiar to find a 
Tarbert across Oarbh-eileach, which is only a little over 
one mile long — the Tarbert being half a mile. 

Maol-buidhe, the yellow Mull^ is here masculine, 
following the Norse gender; it is usually feminine, 
following the Gaelic — from maol, bald. 

Urrachan (na h-) can only be the gen. pi. of nrra, an 
infant^ or a youth, used fancifully of the hills here. 

V. These small islands have quite an interesting place 
in the history of the old Church. A Retreat of St. 
Brendan is here, Oidl-Bhrannain. He is said to have 
founded a monastery here and in Tiree — duo monasteria 
unum in insula Aileachy alterum in terra Ethica^ in loco 
nomine Bledu2L, /undavit, "The parsonage and vicarage 
of the islands of Ilichnive and Kilbrandon belonged to 
the priory of Oronsay, and were in 1630 granted, with 
the lands of Andrew, Bishop of Raphoe and prior of 
Oronsay, to John Campbell, Rector of Craignish " (Skene 
iL 78, and O.P.). Aileach an Naoimh refers, of course, to 
Saint Brendan, later of Clonfert (p. 175). There are 
church ruins on the two Aileachs, a Tobar Ohaluim 
Ohille in Lunga, and a Kilmory in Scarba. We naturally 
wonder if Oamus a Mhbrfhir is the Bay of the very great 
man — Columba. 

VI. Don-Ohoimaill is the only Personal name. This 
seems to be one of the *' dog "-names, of which scores 
remain, especially in Ireland — the Cynetae of Herodotus, 
" the most remote of all nations," from Greece. 
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(2) North of Tarbert 

III. The difficult names are : — 

Achlaise (Doire na h-), the armpit— ?l body-name. 

Aoineadh dnbh (p. 12). 

Aoirinn (Eilean na h-), from N. eyt^r, with a Gaelic 
genitive. 

AroB (an). This is the Gaelic aroB, a dwelling ('' in 
ruins "), and not the N. ifr^os, river-mouthy as in M. 

Atha (Glac na h-), a ford here, not ^th, a kiln, 

Bhalaich (Lochan a'), a lad^ therefore the lochlet of the 
ladf whoever he was. There is Lochan Blurr a' bhealaich 
not far from it, but this word bealach is a pass, 

Bhaidseachan (Gleann). The only word to fit this is 
baidsOi which H. S. D. gives as a musician's fee. I do not 
know the word in that sense. I have heard it used of a 
baker's batch of bread, and of the Eng. badge. 

Bhuailte (Camus ^\ flail-bay (p. 141). 

Bhiirra (Loch a'), clearly an uncommon gen. of 
bidreadh, the rutting-se^ison. 

Breon-phort is foul-port. The Adj. is of broad appli- 
cation. It essentially means evil-smelling, or putrid, but 
it has come to be used of weather, circumstances (as 
here), and even of conduct and character. This Port is 
very exposed, right open to the whole Atlantic. 

Oad (Garbh uisge nan). This is Gaelic, but there is 
no cad in the language, so it must be cat, the wild cat. 

O^thar nan Enn. O^thar is a mossy high ground. 

Ohdta (Cnoc a'). Coat-hill! 

Ohnileag (Camus nam meanbh-), Midge-bay, Meanbh- 
chuileag is literally small-fly. Compare Meanbh-chrodh, 
small-cattle = sheep ; N. smali, sheep. 

Oonaire (Loch na) with Oon-tom on the east coast 
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suggests that the stem is con, gen. pi. of cil. See 
Uanaire. 

Oorpach (p. 14). 

Oorryvreckan = coire-Bhreacain, B*s cauldron. " Now 
Breccan, son of Main, son of Niall of the Nine Hostages 
had fifty curraghs trading between Ireland and Scotland, 
until they fell at one time into the Caldron there, 
and there came from it not one, or not even tidings of 
destruction," &c. (C. 41). 

Orianan m6r (p. 40). 

Gmib and Loch a' Ohmib — figurative of the moun- 
tain, from crilb, crouch. N. krjupa, to crouch. 

Dnirch (Abhainn a' Ghlinn), the river of the dark glen 
— a good form of the adjective. 

Dnnaiche (Lochan na), the L. of disaster and woe. 

Oortinachro = goirtean a' chr6 (p. 15, and Voc). 

Imriche (Bealach na h-), removal^ flitting-Pass. 

Kinniachdrach = Oiui + iochdar + ach. lochdar is 
from los, loWf as Uachdar is from nas, high ; therefore, 
the lower part or place, and the higher. 

Lealt == leth + allt, literally hcdfbum^ the burn of the 
one side of a valley. See p. 21. 

Liibanach (Loch), is the loch with many tendings 
(lilb). 

MUle (Loch a'), the Mile loch—hui why ? 

m-mheall (breac and dnbh), a very peculiar name. 
VEl is the ordinary Gaelic negative of character or quality, 
eg. mi-bheUB, ill-manners^ ml-chliii, unfame — of bad 
repute. It is, however, difficult to know how this element 
comes into this name. The one hill is 700 feet and the 
other 900 feet high, with Dubh-bheinn beside them, 1500 
feet high. Perhaps they are, therefore, in the Irish sense, 
"no hill at all." 
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Nnalaidli (Airidh), the cry of deer, or even of cattle ; 
an imitative, beautiful word. 

aninneaiii naalann nan aighean 
Air na sraithean trom gM-gheal 
Mo Nighean donn. 

Peacaich (Loch na), the loch of the woman that 
sinned. The form is feminine. Was it a tragedy ? {note). 

Pioghaide (Tom na), Mag-pie hiU^ the same as the 
Scots /^^^/A 

Bacbdaig (Aird) » N. nku 4- vtk. 

Boantallan ^ mdha an t-sallainn, salt-Paint. 

Sealga (Tigh), the hunting-house. Other gens, are 
flieilg and seilge. 

Seilcheig (Cruach na), Snail-mount 

Sgnrra (Loch na). This is gen. of Sgiur (Hill-names). 
SgiUT llh6r is near. 

Shian - slthean, a good example of a name in -an, 
from sith, a fairy. 

ShifBn (Loch). There is nothing in Gaelic that will 
explain this name, but one wonders whether it may not 
be a perversion of sithean. Almost the next loch to it 
is Loch an t*8ithean tanninn. This last name, with 
the distinct qualification, tanoinn, across^ implies another 
Loch Blthean, with or without A qualification. We con- 
stantly meet an gleann, the g^n^ and if there is another 
it is usually gleann beag, or if the first is an gleann mdr, 
the second must be gleann beag. It is important, how- 
ever, to remember that Syfin, or Syffyn, was the same 
name as appears in the form Sweyn (p. 83). In A.D. 
1 261, according to Reg. Pass. (pp. 120, 136), Dufgal, son 
of Syfin, granted to the monks of Paisley the patronage 
of the church of St Calmonel, K. (p 169) ; and in 1296 
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the Bishop of Argyll "inspected" Cartas Domini filii 
DovenaUU et DufgaUi filii Syffjm. The family of this 
name held all Kintyre and Knapdale when the Norse 
power was disappearing (p. 148). 

Speirige (Gleann), hawk-gUn. 

Btaoin-bheiim (p. 158), and, further, staoin means 
awryy or bent — probably the meaning here. 

Tairbh (Allt an), bull-Bum. 

Tiobairt (Port an) (p. 36). 

Tnusealaich (Rudha an), from tnis, gather^ tuck up^ 
or reef ox shorten sail {ftoti). 

Ursaiman (na h-) the lintels or doorposts — ^figurative. 

IV. The Norse names are Aa»daii (Glen), Btlorgalg 
(Beinn), Dehmdall (Glen), Qmrriadmii (Glen), Qrundmil 
(Glen), Lusaa (Ard, river), and LifSM-given, Rminberg 
(beag and m6r), SgmmmdaH (Cruach), and Trosdmil 
(Glen). 

V. There are no Church-names in this part of the 
island. 

VI. Personal names are Loch Nigheami Aillein, the 
Loch of Allan's daughter. Allan is akin to Lat. alumnus^ 
a fosterling^ and ala, rear. CHm mde-Eoghain (p. 32). 
Badha Mhic'iUe Mhaoa (p. 75). 



(3) South of Tarbert 

Airdll (Loch an), an ambush^ or watching-place. 
Ardfln = ktd. + flonn, white, or bright. 
Bile (Loch na), a bank, edge, lip. 
Brat-Bheum, a mantle, or covering. It has quite a 
wide usage. It is the counterpane of a bed. It is applied 
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to a covering of grass or moss, as here, no doubt. 
For the same reason a hairy-covered caterpillar is 
brat-ag, and a flag is brat-ach, always conveying the 
same idea. 

Brodach (Sloe), from brod, a goad, prickle, 

Oabrach. cabar is (i) a ^^ caber," pole, rafter \ (2) a 
stag'hom. Both come into place-names. It is the 
second of the meanings here. 

Oairidh mh6r, the great cairidh, or weir. 

Ohed (Poll a'), mist; therefore, the mist-pooL 

Oorra-bheinn = c6rr, excess, outgrowth, + bheiim. See 
Odrr and Oorran (p. 14). 

Oorrynahera^ a mixed name = Ooire na h-erradh, the 
" corrie " of the high ground. 

Orackaig — creag-aig. This is the Gaelic dim., -aig, 
ending, and not the river -aig. 

Feamal (Ard), from fe&ma, the alder-tree, with an 
Adj. ending -ail; therefore, the alder-wooded height. 

Flneag (Meall nam)— fionag is an insect, cheese-mite, 
used generally of small insects. 

Fiidarlach (Loch na), from ISxAsdX^ powder, -h lach. It 
is upon the loch that the name is fixed. 

Olenbatrick can only be Glen Patrick. 

Oobag (B^rr nan)— gob is the bill, or beak, of a bird, 
here used fancifully of the hillocky Barr. Oobag, dog- 
fish, because of its beak-tA nose, is out of the question 
here. 

Knockrome, most likely cnoc-crom. 

Leanachais (Rudh' an), the flood-tide Point, from an 
Uonadh, the flood-tide. 

Mhalairt (a'), the Exchange, the market. This name 
and the next following has a local history, which I am 
not able to give. 
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Mhargaidh (Loch a' bhaile), a market also, from 
Eng. market. 

Mhncraidh (a'), thepig-ry^ the place of pigs. 

Phlotha (Caolas a'), from Gael, caolas, + fl6U a bay, 
or tloti (m.), a fleet. 

Biantaidh (Beinn), charmed, or blessed^ hill. It is here 
in the neighbourhood of Kilearnadale, as the same name 
is close to Kilchoan, A. There are other Church side- 
names here : Bndha and Eilean Bhiide, Kiels, Bndha na 
Oailliche, Budha a' Ohl^irich, and Allt an t-sagairt 
flowing down the mountain. The word sian or seon 
is akin to Lat. signum. See p. 94. 

Bil (Geodha an t-), seed,com, with N. gla, chasm. 

Siob (Loch and Gleann an t-), drift, snow-drift. 

B6maich (Maol an t-), Some, Druim-Sornaig, M. 
Sornagan, Sorn, Surnaig, L Primarily a vent, then a 
furnace, then a vent-like windy Pass or opening (p. 106). 

Tribille (Rudha na). Although this name is accented 
long on the Survey map, I strongly suspect that the 
name should be short, as in Trailleach (p. 124). As it 
stands the meaning is slavCy or thrall Point. 

Uanaire (Coille na h-), from nan, a lamb, + aire, is a 
good comment on Oonaire, which is a frequent name. 
Oonair is a path, or a way in some uses, and Oonaire 
is the herb loose-strife {Lysimachia thrysiflora Prim.), 
both which come into names; but there can be no 
doubt that it comes in also as con, dogs, + aire. The 
part -aire is a fem. form of -ar, place of 

IV. Asdale, Bladda, Brasdmle, Leasgmmmil, Linndail, 
Mearsamali, Menish (Ard), Sannaig, Sctinadaie^ are 
Norse. labhama-cte/e does not suggest ^northern lati- 
tudes. 

V. There are the ruins of an old chapel at the east 
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of the Tarbert, and Eilean an easbuigi or Bishop* s Isle^ at 
the other. This, with the few names mentioned under 
Biantaidh, is the whole record of the Church on the 
island. It should be noticed that Kil-earnadale is a 
secular Oill, named upon the Norse valley Bammdmle. 
Columba and Brigit show in the names, and that is all. 

VL The Personal names not already noticed are 
Ohalmm Bhjdn (Carragh), the standing stone of Calum 
the Fair^ with reference almost certainly to St. Columba, 
for the name is one of a Church group here. 

]Diic(gh)ill6-Mhoir6 (Airidh) is one of the gille 
names, like Gilchrist, Gillespie, and Gillies (p. 99). It 
means the Servant of St Mary. It does not seem now 
to remain in any of our Scottish names. 

IDiic-Fhioimlaidli (Tigh) is Mackinlays house— irom 
floui-laoch, fair hero. 

lHacdoaffBJl'B Bay, Lochan Mhio-a-phi, and Bndha- 
ohaa Eoffhaiim have been already explained. 



COLONSAY— Oolo(n)8a 
and Oronsay— Oro(n)8a 

I. As stated under Coll (p. 122), the most probable 
and very pertinent base of the name is koll't, a hill-top^ 
summit. There is i)0 n in the Gaelic vocalisation of the 
name, although it occurs in at least one of the Sagas as 
koln. But that this n is not a reliable element is shown 
by that it occurs in Oronsay, which without doubt is 
orf/Ws-ejr, meaning an island which is only an island at 
high-water. 

II. There are no English names. The Strand is a 
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simple translation of tridgh, a share. Machrins is the 
English plural of Maduurean^ which itself is plural — 
the carses. 

III. The names here are exceptionally interesting, for 
a place so small. The Gaelic names are a distinct addi- 
tion to the rest of the county. Norse names are in good 
proportion, as are also the Church and Diin names. 

Balarumin-dabh and -m6r. See mime (p. 147). 

Balnahard=bail6 na h-idrde, the steading on the Aird. 

BhuaUtein (Port a'). flail-Port (p. 134). 

Bonaveh = bun a' bheithe = bun + b^the, birch. The 
best rendering of Bun is the opposite of Blurr (p. 12). It 
is always followed by its specific genitive, as in Bun na 
h-abhann, A. I., the mouthy or end^ of the river ; Bnn- 
d6bhrai]i, the mouth of the river Doran ; bun na beinne, 
ihefoot of the mountain ; bun a' ghlinne, the end (lower) 
of the glen ; bun na craoibhei the stump of the tree, and 
so on, always meaning the thicker, or bottom, part on 
which the whole stream, river, glen, or hill is conceived 
to rest. Bun-aid is a foundation — the same idea. 

In this name, Bun a' bheithe, the word bun is without 
its proper specific term, and is a noun absolute, taking a 
'' remote" genitive, like, say, bnn (beinne) a' bheithe. 

Oarraigean (an), the dim. of carraiffy a rock. 

Ohaointe (Cirn), from caoinich, dry^ ^^ season^' a 
participle, with wrong Agreement := Ojffn eaointe. 

Ooinnle (CiU-n), the ^ffdZ^-AHm— possibly referring to 
a New Year, or Kalends function. 

Oroise brio — an unusual form, but certainly referring 
to the Stone Cross, quite near. The best suggestion is 
that the governing word is either omitted or lost, and that 
the full name should be, say (Rudha na) Oroise brice, the 
Point of the grey^ or speckled^ Cross. 
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Onpaig (an) must be related to Eng. cup, + fig. It 
may mean Cup-Bay ^ referring to the shape of me bay, 
and following the Norse grammar. 

Doiliflg (Eilean an), dulse-island. The word has 
been referred to as daill(eaff)ai8g6, water-leaf^ which 
is quite pertinent, and, from the language side, quite 
possible. 

Frith-Bgeir is the against sgeir — the " skerry " against 
the other. Compare Frith-allt (p. 86). 

Oriidairean (Beinn nan), Brewersf hill. 

Lotha (Port), a female colt; therefore, Colt-island. 

Mhucaig (Eilean), the plural of mac + aig. 

Milbaie = am Maol hmShB^ yellow round hill. 

Plaide mhor, the great dlanket—'iznciiul. It is not an 
island, so that it is not a wrong rendering of Pladda 

(P- 132). 

Beasagbuie is for riasg, a moor covered with dirk- 
grass, + ag + huidlie, yellow. 

Buiteachan edrna^ from ruiteach, ruddy, + an, with 
66rna, iarley. 

Biji (an t-), the heel — a very good application at this 
place, the heel of the island of Oronsay. 

Bcruitten, from scmit, any lean creature, + an, perhaps 
applied here to the place itself. 

Bheallaidh (Tralgh), with Druim m6r, the watching 
shore, or the outlook — ^almost certainly from the hill. 

Bniridhe (Meall na), the courting hill! 

Treidhreach (Eilean), from old treadh, the ebb— 2^x1 
island only at ebb, as Oronsay itself is. 

Tnrnicil == tiur na cille (of Cill Choinnich), which I 
however doubt. 

IV. The Norse names, in whole or in part, are the 
island names : Coionsay, Oronsay, Olmsm, Qbardmmii 
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(Eilean), Sgaiasaig, Sgiobinish (Port), Alanmls (Rudh' 
iird), Staosunmig (Loch), Ald-skenisb, Uragaig. 

V. Church-names are Oill-Chattain (p. 175), Oill- 
Ohoinnich (p. 171), Kilmory (Mary), Oill, and Tobar- 
Odhrain (p. 176), and the remains of Teampull a' 
ffhliime, tA^ temple in the glen. 

VI. Otoian Eoin {John's small cairn) might be with 
the Church-names, perhaps. lomhair (Rudha Mhic), 
Mhjurtainn (Eilean), Fhioxmlaiffh (Eilean), and Shorn- 
hairle (Airidh), are already referred to. Loch OhoUa, Coil's 
lochy and his Diin is here too. The name has been referred 
to an old col and eel, high^ or lofty ; therefore, the lofty one^ 
This is the Dim of Colkitto = OoUa ciotach, or the left- 
handed Coll^ a native of Colonsay, who played a part in 
the " feuds " between the Macdonalds and the Campbells 
in the early part of the seventeenth century. 
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ISLAY— iLB 

L The meaning of the name is not known. It seems to 
be '' a fragment of an earlier world." I think it is almost 
certain that the end syllable is N. ey; but for the first 
part I can offer no suggestion. My feeling is entirely with 
Skene — that the name is pre-Keltic, with probable kin- 
dred to Basque names of the same form. Any attempt 
to explain the name from the forms of the modern Gaelic 
must fail, as such always have failed ; and even our best 
scholars who have tried the old, or even oldest language, 
to the utmost have failed, if I may at all judge. 

n. There are many English names in Islay, nearly 
all of which are translations, like Blackrock, Bridgend, 
Castlehill, Heatherhouses ; but a few, like Balaclava, Port 
Charlotte, Rosalind, are clearly modern creations or 
imports. Craigens is a plural English form of Gaelic 
na Oreagain, and Sunderland, locally Sionarlann, points 
to a hybrid N. s/tfu-iir -|- GaeL -laim, an enclosure. 

IIL The names of Islay are by no means easy. I 
have had distinct assistance from ''The New Guide to 
Islay," by the Rev. J. G. MacNeill; and even if I am 
compelled to reject some of his renderings, and though 
the work as regards Names makes no claim to complete- 
ness, it is yet so full of the local life and colour that I 
desire to commend it strongly. He states the various 
guesses upon the meaning of the name fully. 

(i) From Rudh' a' Mhail to Lochindaal— East of 
Loch Gruineart 

Ardnahoe ^ Aird na baug^r, ^^hawey' cairn. 
ABksig (Port-) « Port -I- askT + vik, the port of the 
ash (wooded) Bay. 
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Bachlaig (and Rudha), the name seems to have started 
from Lat. baculum^ a staffs which in Gaelic became bach- 
qU, a shepherds crook^ and then, by another remove, a 
bishop's crosier^ and from this again, bachlag, for bachnll- 
ag, the shoot, of a potato for instance, with its curved 
head. The use of the word in this name is clearly 
fanciful. 

BaUachroy s bealach-madh, the red-coloured pass. 

Ballyehlavin = bail' a' oblamhain, kiu-town. 

Ballygrant = bail' a' ghrina, grain-town. 

Balole » bail' Olaif, Olafsfarm. 

Balnlve = bail' Uilf, a personal name from if//n a wolf. 

Bhirgeadain (Sliabh). This looks like a Gaelic gen. 
of hoTg + Gael, -ad-ain. Compare Dtm-bhnirg, M. 

Bhoraraic (DAn) » Dim + horg^ar + WIc The struc- 
ture of the name is thus — the Norseman found a fort there, 
and he named the bay upon it, Borg^mr 4- vlk; when he 
left, the native restored or added his own Dim. This 
name, Dim-Bhoraraic, occurs in the Rhinns (2) division 
also, and strangely enough with a Lossit near it, as is 
the case also on the Sound on the east coast 

Bhraichlinn (Dto), should be Dim - Bhrolchain. 
'^ Donald O'Brolchan was Abbot of lona, and Sir John 
O'Brolchan was Rector of Kildalton in 1548." The Dim 
was called after one of this name. 

Bhnilg (Raon a') - raon, a plain, +balg, a bag. 

Boglach nan tarbh, the marsh, or wet place (bog), of 
the bulls . 

Bonahaven (and Bay) = bun na h-abhann (p. 141). 

Brdach (Lochan). There are several meanings of 
the word in the old language, the appropriateness of 
which in this application may be discussed to better 
advantage in the notes. 

K 
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Oachla (Tigh na)» the house by the hurdle-gate. 

Oadhan (Loch nan), wild-goose Loch. 

Oamaine — cam + jdne, light. The position suggests 
a light put on the height as a guide to mariners. 

Ohaini (Cnoc a' gharnhna), the hillock of the one-eyed 
stirk, 

Oh^daidh (Gleann a'), carding glen. There is '' Card- 
ing Mill " on the next river, Som. 

Oheapasaidh (Dun) = ceap (as in Ceapach), + as (as 
in Caol-aS; Bearnas, &a), + aidh ; but it is almost 
certain this is the native rendering of KeppoiS'^kVSh. 

Ohlaigionn (Seann), a skull, but applied to a field of 
the best land. 

Oorra-ffhoirtean = cdrr + goirtean (p. 14). 

Oroiseachan (Sliabh nan), the hill of the Crosses^ near 
Corsapol and Cill-Eileagain. 

Dluich, from dliibh, close , near, + tbdiiSif field. 

Dnisker = dubh + oisge, + ir, the black- Water— noi 
a common river-ending. Liver (p. 72). 

Eachamach = each, horse (here in pi. sense) + ar(n)- 
ach. 

Earaibh (Beinn na h-) from N. bar, high, the height. 
It would be better na h-earaidh. In Lewis it is pi., na 
herradh. 

Eararach (Staoinsha), the eastern Staoinsha (p. 158). 

Emaraconart = iomaire, a '' rigg*' of cultivated land, 
+ comlmard, level. 

Feamamdean(na)from feamainn, sea-weed; therefore, 
sea-weed places. The d is easily developed after n, in fact 
it here takes the place of the second n of the stem. Com- 
pare Airidh nam fanndach (p. 42), Ballygrant (p. 145), 
Lanndaidh (p. 157). 

Finnlagan (and Loch) = flonn,/at>, white, -h lag-an. 
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Ohibeach (Beinn), hairy, ragged-Mount 

Ohillean (Baile), from gille, a lad, not an infrequent 
element in names — Lads* -town. 

Oitur-bheinn (and Loch). Oiiir is the gill of fish {note). 

Eeppolmore == gen. of N. kappal, a horse, + hol+ 
Gaelic m6r. 

Knockdon = Onoc-donn, the dun hillock. 

Lamh-bheixm = leamh-bheiim, elm-hill. 

Leanachoig = lean a' choirce, oats-plain. 

Logan (Glen) = Oleann-lagan, the glen of the little 
hollows, 

LoBsit (Dun and Loch), figurative, from losaid, a 
kneading-trough. 

Luidhneifl (Rudha) — Ihg^r + nes, low Ness. 

lUJa (am), the bag of the bag-pipes, figurative here. 
The next name has been referred to this word, but it is 
impossible. 

Mhidl (Rhudha a'). The meanings offered for this 
name are unsatisfactory. The correct explanation must, 
I think, be that this is the N. iSrva//, hUl, with likely the 
generic governing part dropped — ^as we say a' Mhaol for 
the Mull (of Kintyre). 

Mnlreesh, said to be a Gaelic '' mael," or monk, but I 
have not been able to discover him. 

Niar (Bealach gaoth-), the Pass of the west-wind. 

Octavnllm, the O^ or eighth, pertaining to the mill = 
ochdamh a' mhuilinn. 

Buime and Bumach (an). Bnimineach is old Gaelic 
for a marshy and Mb. gives Bumach, a marshy without 
etymology. It may easily be akin to rdmach, hairy ^ or 
rough, of surface. 

Bnnastach (Stuadh) — reynlr + stakkip the rowan 
''stack." 
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Bamhlaidh (Cnoc an t-), semblance^ likeness; therefore, 
a spectre^ ghost. 

Scanlistle is almost certainly for Scallasdal = N. 
skalii + dal't, shetling-daU, 

Bconller. See Bcoull (p. 64) + ar. 

Bgarail. See Sgarbh» following. 

Bgarbh dnbh and breac, gnalann an Bgairbh, and 
Biod nan sgarbh, and Bgarail, which is almost certainly 
based upon the same word, Bgarbh, the cormorant. The 
mountain is the starting-point of the name, and the 
figurative application of the bird-name may be compared 
to the use of &oileann and feannag. 

Bhiin-bheixm seems to be a reversion from Norse — a 
translation of N. ^alUr to beinn, while retaining the N. 
shfin = sydii, sight. 

Bibhinn (Loch) is discussed (p. 136), but further 
sibhin, older Bimhin, is the bulrush (C. 150). 

Skerrols (and Loch), looks like a sea-term taken 
inland, N. sker -|- 60/s, skerry-farm. 

Sliabh aom, the inclining hill^ or hill-side. 

Sopachan (an) = sop, a wispy + ach-an. 

Bom (Loch) — in Ireland, always a kiln (p. 139). 

Btaoinsha and Btaoinsha Eararach (p. 137). 

Btorackaig = st6rrf big^ + mkr, afield, -h Gael. -aig. 

Tais-bheixm, a peculiar use of tais, soft. 

Tamhanachd (an) =: an t-8amh(n)ach {note). 

Taoid (Goirtean an). Taod is a halter^ and is almost 
certainly the word here ; but saod, the leading of cattle 
to the hill-pasture — the "ridding " as used in Yorkshire 
— is equally appropriate, as Ooirtean an t-saoid. 

Tayanock = tigh a' chnoic, the house on the hillock. 

Thrasda (Beinn), a form of tar, across = Lat. transy 
not now in common use, the across-Ben. 
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Tiompain (Clach an), primarily a musical instrument, 
but applied to a onesided knoll. 

Tbrevagain = tlr a' mhathagain seems a Personal 
name {cf. Tiretagain, K. Tirarragain, M.). 

namhannan donna, the dun caves. See the pi. in E. 
(p. 78) — na h-oamhachan. 

IV. Norse names are so numerous in Islay that they 
have of necessity to be put into the vocabulary (p. 220). 

V. The Church -names are Killanallan = CMll an 
jdlein, the church on the green meadow; Oill Bhreannain 
(P- i75)> Oill Ohalnim Ohille (p. 166), with Kiels, and 
the N. Penabas, or Priest's steading; Killarow = Oill 
Mhaelrnbha (p. 174), Oill-Eilleagain, Kilmeny, and 
Kilslevan. 

VI. Personal names occur in Baile Aonghaifl (p. 107), 
Onoc Dhiarmaid, Airidh Mhic-Dhbmhnaill (p. 37), Port 
Dhomhnaill Ohrnim, Baile MhlurtTiinn, and Loch Mhnr- 
chaidh, with those mentioned above. 



(2) West of Lochgruineart and Lochindaal 

Amaind (Gleann), said to be a mountain-river. I am 
disposed, from its situation, to refer it to imot (p. 24}. 
The meeting of the streams here fits the name exactly, 
and besides I do not know any other word like toiaind. 
See Onoc-amanta. 

Aoradh, N. eytr, + Gael, -adh, fits the language 
and position well — perhaps even better of old time. 

Aiish (Loch), from old airghis, a bond, which is very 
interesting and correct in this name. 

Araadh = &tb-niadli, the red-ford. 
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Ballinaby = bail' an aba, the Abbofsfarm. 

Ballymony = bail' a' mhonaidh, the farm on the hill. 

Bhi-bairn (Cnoc), the quiet, silent Bum. See Miodha- 
pnim. 

Bhrothain (Sliabh). See Brbach (p. 145). 

Boghacha m6ra, this is the Gaelic pi. of the N. Aotff, 
a breaker, 

Braibroich, the top of the " br<ui* a very simple, but 
very interesting name. It is made up of brJdghe + 
binthach, both elements of which are usually rendered 
as "brae." The brjdghe part, however, is the "brae" 
proper, or upper part or top — a definite point ; but the 
binthach is an acclivity or uphill, of some continuous 
extent. It is in this last sense that the saying, " a stout 
heart for a stey brae," applies. 

Braid (am) = am britghad, the gen. form of the word 
brJdghei here used for the nominative. 

Braigo is two miles inland, so hreidr + gjm must be 
rejected. Pef haps Gael, brjdgh + ^a. 

Bniichladdich = binthach + dadach, shore-brae, 

Oharra (Gart a"), the field with the standing stone or 
stone pillar. 

Ohrosprig (Dtin), usually taken to have origin from 
N. 1^55, a cross, and horg^r^ fort, taking the Gaelic 
inflections. This may be correct, but it presents diffi- 
culties. The -prig part may have come from borg^r by 
the Gaelic gen. inflection, as in Dnn-bhuirg, but not 
easily ; and if this part is a genitive the first must be of 
necessity Gaelic and not Norse ; and, again, if the first 
part is Gaelic, violence is done to the language by 
the form Dnn-Ohrosprig. Further, the name implies 
that Crosprig was earlier than the Dun- named on it, 
although this form is quite possible and even common, 
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e.g. Qlea-elgadail = glen-oak-gUnf &c. Furthermore, 
there is the very disturbing name, An Oro-is-sgeir, as 
one of the group, and Onoc Ohoisprig on the other 
side of Kil-Chiarain Bay. The name is certainly not 
settled. 

Oladyille (and Beinn). I do not think there can be 
any doubt that these names are related to claddich, the 
shore-fanny quite near. Cladville might come from Norse, 
though not easily, and then only through the mountain 
name Beixm-Chladville, of which the last part may be 
Gaelic gen. of meall as easily as of //n//. 

Ooite (Allt na), a small boaty a ferry-boat (p. 91). 

Oonailbhe (Loch), most likely Oongheile (p. 59), from 
the meeting of the streams at Kilchiarain. 

Ooultersay = Oul + Tbors-ey. 

Oultoon, " Oiil-tiiinidhe, a cave-dwelling'* If the last 
part is right, the first would be better as Oiiil. Tnineadh 
is an abode^ or dwellings and in Argyll the verb a' tnineadh, 
livings or dwellings there, is in free use. 

Dhnbhain (Cladh) — a Personal name, from dnbh, 
blacky or darky cf. Finan. Oladh Haco is near. 

Damaoidh (Survey map) is Dnn-Aoidh, Hugh's fort. 
Bndh' an didn is quite near. 

Earasaid. There seems no need to go outside Gaelic 
for the meaning of this name, which is quite a familiar 
word as applied to a wontaiis shoulder-plaid. The appli- 
cation is of course fanciful. 

Eilister (East, West, and Port), locally Aolastradh, 
likely Hellis (Pers. name), or bellir, a cave, + set^r, 
seat, or home. 

Fl^iflgein (Traigh), for pleasgan, to plash, the sound 
of disturbed water. 

Oamaghoath and Port gleann na gaoithe is from 
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gaoth, wind^ and the first name may be cama-gliaothy 
or a place where wind comes in tortuous gusts. 

Oearach (and Loch) is from N. geattf a fenced fields 
rather than from GaeHc getoudi. 

Ohlamraidh (Rudha a'), from glam, devour. 

Oortan longent » gort (p. 15) + longairt (p. 25). 

Oraineil = N. grmenn + vaU^r, greerirfield. 

Orulin (m6r and beag) I have based upon Gael, 
groth (p. 117), but in Islay, and in the Rhinns especially, 
N. gr^lm is possible. 

Leek, gen. of leac (p. 16), with first part lost. 

Lochindaal = Loch an diJa» from old Gaelic dU, dJdl, 
a portion^ district^ division^ as in D^l-riada. D41 .L rand, 
a division^ inde dicitur, Ddl-Rfata, and I>il nAraide 
(C. 52). 

Lorgbow = lorg, a footprint^ + bd, a cow. There is a 
hollow in a flat rock at the place resembling the impress 
of a cow's foot, whence the name. 

Lossit = losaid, a kneading-trough. The reason why 
this place was so called belongs entirely to the province 
of imagination. 

Luig (Triigh an), the gen. of lagi a hollow. This 
seems to be straining after a genitive, but it is not at all 
uncommon — allt, nillt ; caiHi cidrn, &c. 

Miadar (am, twice)^ seems to be the same stem as 
Eng. nuadow. N. mUhr^ middle^ would often fit the 
positions of the name. 

KQodhapuim (Cnoc), same as Bhlth-buim. 

Hiiirne-meaU, a Gaelic name following the Norse 
order perhaps, though not necessarily so. That milirne 
is Gaelic is made certain by the gen. termination, which 
cannot be Norse. Hiiim is joy^ gladness^ therefore the 
hUlofjoy. For Heall, see Hills. 
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Nave (Ard) » hird an naoimh (with Island, Oill, and 
Loch), all named upon the Saint of OiU-naoimh. 

Octafad and Octomore = ochdamh fada and ochdamh 
mte, the lon£^ and the £y^at eighth (p. 18). 

Peileireaa (na), the bullets — fanciful. 

Port Charlotte, named after '' Lady Charlotte, mother 
of the late Mr. W. F. Campbell of Islay, and one of the 
beauties of the Court of George IV." The hamlet was 
previously called Sgiba = N. Sbipton. 

Portwick, a mixture ; port + vik. Port-bay. 

Portnahayen = Port na h-abhaxm, the river-Port. 

Port WemysB " is very appropriately in Gaelic Bun- 
othan, Bunaven for Bun na h-aibbne." I respectfully 
submit that there is a valuable fact in this statement 
and probably an error. The fact, as I take it to foe, is 
that -othan is a characteristic of the stream, and that 
-an is the usual ending » Water^ and that it may be 
the same element as in Dunoon, Gaelic Dnn-othan, 
although I have rendered it Dnn-omhan for a reason 
(p. 51). The error is that Bun-othan cannot be for Bun 
na h-aibhne, 

Bnime (Loch) See p. 147. 

Sgallaidh (Airidh) = N. sAa///, a naked hill^ or head^ 
land, + Gael. -aidh. See Allalaidh, N. Voc. 

Shtgain (Cnoc an fhraoich). Siigain is a twisted 
rope (of heather), and the heather of this hill was specially 
suitable for the purpose. 

Sionnarlann = N. sjon'mr + Gael, lann (p. 144). 

Smanll = N. smd + bbol, small town. Smdli does 
not fit appropriately. 

Tayvallin = tigh a' mhnillnTi, the Mill-house. 

Teamhair (Druim) == Irish T^a, '' every place from 
which there is a good prospect " (C. 157). 
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T6n (iiridh and mh6r). This is a favourite imagining 
in Islay. The tbn-mhdr is a fine example. 

Torony = tdrr ramich, fem-hill (Hills). Note the 
Islay preference of o to a. See Glen-logan, Gart-chossan, 
Bun-othan, &c. 

Tnmachaidh = tiim, stronghold^ " tower^' + achadh, 
afield. 

Uisgentnie = uisge an t-soidhe; the water by which 
travellers sat to refresh themselves. 

Valoor = bail' iir, new-town^ evidently with a govern- 
ing word lost, for this is in gen. form. 

V. The Church-names are Kilchiaran = Oill Ghiarain 
(p. 170), Kilchomain = Oill Ohommain (p. 177), Kilnave 
= Oill naoimh, Kilronan =: Oill Rdnain (p. 182), and 
Oladh Ohille Moire, the burial-place of OiUe BIhoire, the 
servant of Maty. 

VI. There is Eilean Mhic Ooinnichi MacKennetKs isle^ 
or Mackenzie's isle, Otoi Donachy (p. 37), and cladh 
HacOf Haco's burial-place. Tobar N^ill nednaich — this 
eccentric Neill, whose Well is here, was a Macphee, and 
*^ a man of great influence during the stirring times of 
Angus Macdonald of Islay." 



(3) South of (i) East of Lochindaal 

Airidh Mhaol Ohaloim, ColunCs^ or Columbds^ idridh, 

or that of one of his followers. 

Amanta (Cnoc), certainly based on amot, 
Ardenistie = Mrd an nisge, the water-height. This 

change of g, or c, for t is exceptional in Scottish names, 

although it is frequent in the names of Man — Feast for 

G. riasg, sast for G. seasg, dry^ &c. 
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Ardillestry. See BiW8tir{p. 151). 

Ardimersay, the Aird named upon the island Imer^ 
say, which stands out from it. ImmerS'Sy means ytnirs' 
ey, is/and, but see ytnir in Voc. 

Ayenyogie = abhaixm + bhogaidh, soft, or boggy-land 
river. 

AvinluBBa is a hybrid of abhainn + /ys-i. 

Baileneachtain, Nectati s farm'SUading, 

Bhogachain (Sg6rr), from bog, wet, soft, + ach-ain. 

Bheigeir (Beinn) seems from a River-name. 

Borrachill, the fort-hill. N. borg^r. 

Bowmore is am Bodha m6r, from bodi, a sea-rock. 

Braighunasary, bxidgh, " brae^' + N. sunnm + erg, 
the high ground of the sunny-sheiling. 

BnUbiridhe = bun (p. 141), Uiiridhe — the same as lidrig 

(P- 17)- 

Ohadaldaidh (Cnoc a'). This must be from cadal, 

sleep, thus cadal-(a)d-aidh. Compare Oadal-(a)d-an 

(p. 56) and Once a' chadail, A. (p. 92). 

Ohatraigain (Baile), Catrigari s farm. 

Ohladain (Rudha a'), from cliidaii, a burr-bush. 

Ohoiredail (Gleann) = Gael, ooire, a corrie, + N. 
dai'-r. 

Ohonasairidh (Cirn), the whin, furze, + iiridh, or 
con, gen. pi. of ct, a dog, + as + 2kiridh. 

Ohoralaich (Beinn), the marshy-mountain. 

Ooirelach = coire, corria, + lach, the place of carries 

(p. 27). 

Oorrary = cdrr + 2kiridh. See both parts (pp. 14, 19). 

Graobhach (Allt). It depends upon actual conditions 
whether this is craobhach, tree-y, which Burns frequently 
are, or whether it is from craobh, foam, with prejudice 
for the latter. 
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Dealachan (Lochan nan), the lakelet of the leeches. 

Dronnach (Cnoc), from dronn, the back^ of the same 
origin as dmim (p. 15). 

Doich (and River) is from dubh, bUck^ or dark^ with 
perhaps fidch, afield ; or better, the terminal -aich. In 
this neighbourhood dubh is very common — Torra-dubh, 
Torran-dubh, Airidh-dhubh, Eileaa mtdoe-doibhe, all 
together. 

fedhne (Leac), gen. of Bidheann, ivy, 

Emeravale = iomair, a ** rigg " of cultivated land^ 
+ mU, rent; therefore, the rent-rigg^ the produce of which 
went to pay the landlord. 

Frdgach (Allt), from fir6g, a hole^ a den. 

Oallan (Poll nan), a rock, or standing-stone^ but 

P-4I- 

Oartchossan, Oartloist, Oartmain, Oartnatra =gart 
(P* i5) + co88aii, a footpath; loisgto, burnt; meadhoin, 
middle; na trJhgha, of the share. 

Ohuail (Coill a'), the (char-) coal wood^ where charcoal 
was made of wood. 

Oiol is N. gfiih a narrow glen — ^the GhyU of the North 
of England. 

Olenastle. This cannot be Glen-river-dale, because 
the N. gen of A is ii-r. It is almost certainly Oleann- 
astail, from astail, or (fh)a8tail, a holdings or dwelling. 

Olengolach = gleann gbbUach, the forked^ or fork- 
shaped, glen. The gobhal of Gaelic is always a two- 
pronged idea. As a body-name, it is the fork — between 
the two legs — ^and this is the figure and meaning of the 
name in all its applications. 

Oreastle is N. gns^ grass, + dal*r^ a dale. 

larnan (Loch). lama is a hank of yam, and this 
is the plural ; therefore, the Loch of the hanks (note). 
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Irifleig (Druim). Iris is the twisted withe by which a 
creel or basket is carried or suspended. 

Knockangle = cnoc + amgil, the fire-hillock^ referring 
no doubt to a hillock upon which watch-fires, or need- 
fires, were lit. 

Lagavnlm = lag a' mitiiiHmi^ the hollow in which the 
mill is, or was. 

TAfiTiiift.iHh^ from laon, an enclosure, wHh developed d, 
which easily comes after -ann. 

Leaaamore, the great meadow. 

LeodamaiB (Loch) ^ IJdt't + bolm-r, + Gael, gen., 
perhaps because the island-rocks at the mouth are so ugfy. 

Leora (Glen), the glen of the loamy-river, from N. 

Idpachlairy ^ le6b a' chl^irich, the clerics (of Oill- 
Neachtain)/^l/^A (of land). 

Machiy (Glen) = Oleann na machrach (p. 17). 

Mtiifle bJdne (Rudha na), the Point of the white 
" dish" or platter (fanciful certainly), from mias + bto, 
white. 

Hiichairt (Loch), old miich, smoke, + &ird« 

Nigheadaireachd (Lochan na), the loch in which the 
washing was done, from nigh, wash. 

Pliadan dubha. Pliad is a plot of ground ; therefore, 
the black plots. 

Port Ellen, '' named after Ellenor, first wife of the 
late W. F. Campbell of Islay." 

Proaig and Lephroaiff have been explained as 
breid'-r + vik, broad-bay, but this does not come 
easily. 

Bosqnem (River) = res a' chiiim (ctai). 

Sholnm (Loch, and Beinn). See sala, N. Voc. 

Slieyevin = gliabh-eibhinn, the happy, pleasant hill. 
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Slugaide glas, from dug, swallow ; therefore, a guUey^ 
or gulUt^ usually worn out of the rock by the current. 

Staom (Abhainn), the river of Staoin, which last is 
Gaelic ior juniper; therefore, the place where juniper 
abounded, unless it be from N. steinn, a stone. The 
forms Staoinisha distinctly suggest the latter Norse 
rendering, with the -s gen. of the masc. strong 
declension. 

Stremxdsh is Norse =: stnam^r + nes, stream-ness. 

Siirdag (M6ine na). Siirdag is a well-known Gaelic 
word for a specially hearty " spurt " of eflFort in work, 
and this may quite well be the meaning here. Hdine is 
a peat-moss. 

Tachree (Clach an). This looks very simple as 
dach an tadiraidh, the stone of the meetings with its own 
local history, no doubt; but it has been explained as 
dachan an tJushraidh, the hamlet of the causeway. I do 
not know this word. Tiichar is a fight^ or battle^ in the 
older language, and tibcharan is a ghost^ from which 
latter the name could come easily {note). 

Tackmal has been rendered an t-bauk-ar + bdlm^n 
but this is clearly impossible. The first elements are 
right, but the -mml cannot come from bdlm^r, either by 
language or circumstance. It is the very common Gaelic 
rendering of N. //a//, afeU^ or hill. 

Tornabakin = Tbrr nam bacan, the Torr (hill) of the 
banks. 

Torra is a variant of T6rr, as Torradu, the black Torr^ 
and dim., TorrandHi show. The word torra does not 
contain rf, a river. It is simply the river which flows by 
Torra, as lower down it is called Duich-River, where it 
flows by Duich. 

Uraraidh (Beinn) » iir, new^ + jdridh, the new shieling. 
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V. There are a number of Church-names in this 
large district Killarow belongs to it = Oill Mhaol- 
Rubha, Om Brlghde ; Kilcalum-Kill = OiU Ohalnim- 
chille (p. 166) and Airidh Mhaol Ohalnim = the hixidh 
of Columba, tke tonsured one; Oill Ohattain (p. 175), 
Oill Ohdrnhghain (p. 178), OiU Ohiibaixi (p. 160), OiU 
Daltain = the Church of the fosterling^ from dalta, a 
fosterlings + dim., -ain ; Sloe Mhaol Doraidh (p. 185), 

Kileanain = Adharnhnaii (p. 179), Oill Lasrach (p. 173), 
and Oill (Sh)eathain-iochdrach and nachdrach, lower zxiA 
upper. 

VI. MacArthur's Head, Tobar Stevenson, Tobar 
Oharastina {Christina) Ohaixnbeul, CarmichaeFs Rocks, 
Dniim Olaiginn Mhicheil, and Maol (N. muUr) Airidh 
O'Dhninn, with Otoi Ohonnachain, are the Personal 
names. 
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Church-Names are more numerous in Argyll than in 
any other part of Scotland. The reason will be seen in 
this chapter. 

There are several secularly named Kils^ like Kil- 
ninver » Oill an inbhlr, Kilchurn » Oill a' ckiiini, Kil- 
many - Oill mheadhonach, Kilmelfort (p. 57), Kilearna- 
dail, J., Kilcreggan = Oill a' ehreagain, OiU-mhAr, CMll- 
bheag, Oill an ^ean, and others. 

Ktls called upon Scripture names and familiar names 
I only just mention — Kilchriost, Kilmichael, Kildavy, 
Kilsheathain (John), Kilmory (Mary), Kilpheadar » Oill 
Pheadair (Peter) Kilpatrick (d. 490), Kilbride (d. 525), 
Kil-Donald, are comparatively numerous all over the 
country. They need no explanation. 

I cannot fix Oill-Eallagain, I., upon any of the 

recognised saints. There is no saint in the Kal. that 

explains the name. It may be that of Colman-EUa 

(p. 169), which quite correctly might come into the 

name as him of Ella, the Ella-ag-an — the littU one (the 

affectionate form) from Laind-Ella. I am disposed to 

think that this is correct. The same may be said of 

Eilalevan, I. Both may be secular Kils ; their Saints are 

certainly wanting, and the names are easily explained 

from other ways. 

Oill-Ohtibain, I., also, I cannot explain from the 

160 
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KaUndars. It seems to come from ctlb, bendj confess ^ 
which is not inappropriate to a church. I cannot find 
a St Ciiban. 

The basis of the Columban Church, which gave us 
all our Church-names of Argyll, was the monastic system, 
which came to Rome from Egypt by Athanasius, Bishop 
of Alexandria, when he sought refuge there, about the 
middle of the fourth century, from persecution by the 
Arians, who denied the essential divinity of Christ. 
From Italy the system came into Gaul, and it was 
established at Ligug6, ''the most ancient monastery in 
Europe," by Martin in a.d. 361. Martin was a native 
of Pannonia in Lower Hungary. He was for several 
years a soldier before his conversion. The bishopric of 
Tours was conferred upon him, as is said, against his will, 
about A.D. 370, after which, in order to withdraw him- 
self from the world, he founded Majus Monasterium^ the 
later Marmoutier, which became the great centre of 
monastic life in Gaul. He died a.d. 397. Legend has 
it that Conchessa, the mother of St. Patrick, was 
Martin's niece, but there is reason to believe that this 
is not correct. Martin is in the Kalendar^ under nth 
November : — 

Sanct Hartain saer samail 
sliab oir iarthair domain. 

— Saint Martin — noble simile — the mount of gold of the West 
of the world. His great ordination as Bishop of Tours 
is under 4th July, dagordan mor Martain marosellaib 
seimle — Martinis good great ordination; you have not 
seen its like. His '' translation " is under 4th June, and 
a feast in his honour at Rome under 20th April : fell 
imaim; noem neorpa xol^— the feast at Rome; of the 

L 
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Saint of all Europe, He was the first Saint to whom 
the Roman Church oflFered worship. 

We have his name remaining in the Parish of Kil- 
Martin, and in the Scottish *'Term" Martin-mas, an 
fh6ill-Martain — nth November — to this day. 

N INI AN may almost be said to have been a disciple 
of Martin. In early life he went to Rome, where "he 
was trained in the faith and in the mysteries of truth," 
as Bede has it. On his way back, he visited Martin at 
Tours, and stayed with him some time. When he left 
for home he brought with him, from Martin, masons 
for the purpose of building a church. This was the 
monastery of "Leucopibia," "Candida Casa," "Futerna," 
"Whithern," or modern Whithorn, in Wigton. It was 
also called ^' Magnum Monasterium/' and the monastery 
of Rosnat, and the "house of Martin," because it was 
dedicated to the Bishop of Tours. There can be no 
doubt that this "White-house" of Martin was a great 
centre of piety and culture. It was here that Finan of 
Moville (magh-bile) was taught — a fact that should be kept 
in mind, for he was one of the teachers of Columcille. 

Here at Whithorn, "Ninian and many other Saints 
rest in the body" (Bede). He was of the Britons of 
Strathclyde. His father was Sarran, King of Britons, 
and his mother was Bobona, daughter of Loarn (son of 
Ere), one of the founders of the Dalriadic race and 
kingdom in Argyll. His death is placed a.d. 432. 
There was another Nennidius, "de partibus Mula," 
and from him the parish of Kilninian, in North Mull, 
takes its name, and a Nin(d)idh was one of the twelve 
apostles of Ireland. It is almost certain that these two 
names are for one and the same person, namely, Ninnidh 
of Innis-macsaint in Lough Erne. 
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FiNAN, or FiNNiAN, of Moville was sent as a boy to 
St. Coelan of Noendrum {Nine Backs), who placed him 
under the care of " the most holy Bishop Nennio " 
(Ninnian, of Candida Casa), who took him to his own 
" Magnum Monasterium," and by him (Nennio) he was 
trained for several years in the monastic life. After 
completing the time of his instruction he went back to 
Ireland and established the monastery of Moville, near 
Newtonards, in County Down, with which his name is 
so famously associated. It was to him, at Moville, that 
Colum-Cille was first sent for instruction. Columba 
remained there until he was ordained Deacon, after 
which he left to go under another Finan at the monastery 
of Clonard. 

He seems to have been known as Findbarr also. 
In the KaUndar, under loth December, he is com- 
memorated : — 

Oli dergoir conglaine 
^rriacht tarsal side 
8ui dianerin inmall 
Findbarr muigebile. 

— A body of red gold with purity, over a sea came he, a sage 
for which Ireland was sad, Findbarr of Movile, Accord- 
ing to a marginal note in L. B. the explanation is given — 
Findbarr .i. felt find bui fair .i. flnden, that is, Findbarr 
for white (or fair) hair was on him, that is, Finden = 
fair-one. 

FiNiAN of Clonard was of the Irish Picts. Up to 
his thirtieth year he was taught in Ireland, but then he 
crossed into Wales to Kilmuine — the old name for St. 
David's, and without doubt the same in origin as Kilmun 
in Argyll — where he placed himself under "the three 
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holy men, David and Gillas and Docus the Britons" — 
that is, Bishop David, Gildas the historian, and St 
Madoc, who founded the monastery of Llancarvan, in 
South Wales. On his return to Ireland after many years 
at St. David's, he founded the great monastery of Cluain- 
Erard — Clonard, in County Meath — from which so many 
thousands went forth to teach and to preach, and from 
which went forth especially "the twelve apostles of 
Ireland," whose names are so frequent and familiar in 
the West of Scotland. The apostles were, according to 
Skene : — 

1. CiARAN of Saighir. 

2. CiARAN Mac-an t-saoir. 

3. COLUMBA mac Crimthain. 

4. COLUM-ClLLE. 

5. MoBHi Clarenach. 

6. Brendan of Birr. 

7. Brendan of Clonfert. 

8. Laisren or Molaise of Devenish. 

9. RUADHAN of Lothra. 

10. Senell of Cluain-innis. 

11. NiNNiDH of Innis-mac-saint. 

12. Caineach of Achabo. 

The Leabhar Breac^ however, gives them as follows : — 

XII. Apostoli Hiberniae 

dafinen dacholnm chaid 
ciaran caindeach comgall cain 
dabrenaind raadan colli 
nindid mobi mac natfraich 

— Two Finans^ two chaste Columbs^ Ciaran^ Kenneth^ fair 
Cofngallf two Brennans, Ruadhan with splendour^ Nindidh 
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{and) Mobi^ son of Natfraich. It will be observed that we 
have in this statement two Finans and a Comgall not 
included in Skene's, and further that we have only one 
Ciaran and no Molaise and no Senell. We have no 
memorial of Mobhi or of Ruadhan or of Senell in the 
place-names, but we have Finan and Comgall and 
Molaise — and Colum, Ciaran, Brennan, Caineach are 
numerous in the whole West of Scotland. 

This Finan is in the Kalendar^ under 12th December : 

Tor oir uas cech lermnir 
gebaid coir frimanmain 
findia find frem inmain 
cloana iraird adbail 

— A tower of gold over every ocean sea^ he will give a hand 
to my soul, Findia the Fair^ lovable root of vast Clonard. 
We have his name in Killundine = Cill-Fhionntain, V., 
and in Kilmunn, C, and in other places (see p. 53). 
The Kal.f 21st October, derives Mundu thus, mandu 
= mnfhindn .i. fintan, the essential being that the initial f 
is aspirated out, which is not only probable but even 
necessary — and still one doubts the rendering. If 
Fintan, who was Munnu prius, or artiis, went to David 
in Wales as a pupil at Kilmunnu, there must have been 
" an intelligent anticipation " of his coming to have the 
Cill named upon him. What is far more likely is that 
Kilmunnu was the name of the Welsh monastery before 
he went there, and that he on founding his church in 
Cowal did — as all men do — remember and recall his old 
intellectual home. I am afraid, therefore, and for other 
reasons, that the philology of the KaL must on this 
point be rejected. 

There was another famous Finan, sent from lona to 
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succeed Bishop Aidan at Lindisfarne to take charge of 
the Church in Northumbria, A.D. 651. He died A.D. 660. 
Obitus Ftnain mac Rimeda (660— Ttgh.). There are several 
other Finans, Finnians, and Fintans, of the old Church, 
so that it is not possible to be sure upon which of them 
a Kil- may be named. 

MoBHi, Clarenach as he was called, although he 
does not come into Argyll names, is an interesting link, 
because after leaving Clonard, where he was taught 
under Finnian, he founded the monastery of Glas- 
naoidhen (Glasnevin, County Dublin), where he was joined 
later by Colum-Cille, who also came from Clonard, and 
had been Mobhi's fellow-student there. It was here, at 
Glasnevin, that Colum-Cille met Comgall of Bangor, 
who was one of *' the twelve." Mobhi's death is put as 
having occurred A.D. 546. He is in the Kalendar under 
12th October : — 

Mobii balcc inbaaidBin 
inclarenach cainsin 

— Mobhi strong in that victory^ that flat-faced fair one. 
There is a long note in the Leabhar Breac explaining 
his descent and birth. It says: Berchan ainm Mobi 
ocas Beoan ainm a athar ocas Uainind ainm amathar 
— Berchan was MobCs {other) name^ B. the name of his 
father^ and U. the name of his mother. He is said to have 
died from the Great Plague, called Buidhe Chonaillf 
which swept over Erinn in this time. To the Plague 
is also attributed the break up of the Glasnevin 
Monastery. 

COLUM-CiLLE, or St. Columba, son of Feidhlimidh, 
son of Fergus, son of Conal Gulban, son of Niall 
Naoigiallach, '*Neil of the Nine Hostages" — monarch 
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of Erinn, A.D. 346-379— was born at Gartan, in Donegal, 
on 7th December A.D. 521, according to data supplied by 
Adamnan in his LifCy but according to O'Curry he was 
born, "as we know from other sources," a,d. 515. His 
mother was Eithne, daughter of Dima, son of Noe, son of 
Etinne, son of Cairpre the poet, son of Ailill the great, 
son of Breccan, son of Fiach, son of Daire Barrach, 
son of Cathair the great. And Cumine, Minchloth, and 
Sinech were Colum-Cille's three sisters — ATo/., 7th June, «. 
When he attained a proper age he became a pupil of 
Finnian, or Findbarr, of Moville, where he remained till 
he was ordained Deacon, Then for some time he was 
under one Gemman, a poet, after which he went to 
Clonard under the other Finnian, where he finished his 
training. 

He was with Mobhi at Clonard, and joined him 
afterwards at Glasnevin, and it was here that he met 
Ciaran, and Caineach, and Comgall who was afterwards 
founder of the great monastery of Ben-chor — ^the present 
Bangor — in County Down. Columba remained at Glas- 
nevin till he was twenty-five years of age. 

While Columba was at Clonard the Abbot Finnian 
wanted to have him as domestic bishop, and he sent 
him to Eitchen, bishop of the monastery of Clonfad — in 
Cluain Fota Boetain — in Meath, to have the orders of a 
bishop conferred upon him ; but Eitchen by mistake or 
for some reason bestowed the orders of a priest only, 
which Columba said he would not change so long as he 
should be alive, but that he was not too well pleased is 
shown by what he said : " No one shall ever again come 
to this church to have orders conferred upon him" 
—ocas is ed on chomailter beos, says the Note, and it is 
this that is stiU fulfilled. 
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After the death of Mobhi, we are told that Columba 
founded many churches — three hundred, it is said — of 
which Kells, Derry, Raphoe, Swords, and Durrow have 
been the most famous. 

In A.D. 563 "the Saint with twelve fellow-soldiers 
sailed across to Britain." He came to King Conall of 
Dalriada, or Argyll, son of Comhgall, brother and suc- 
cessor of Gabhran, who was killed in battle with the 
Picts A.D. 560. He was given the Island of lona by 
Conall. We have bass Oonaill mic Gomgaill ri Dalriata 
xiiu anno regni sui qui offieravit insulam la Colaimcille 
(A.D. 574 — TigK)^ the death of C, son ofC, King of Dalriada 
{in the thirteenth year of his reign)^ who made an offering 
of lona to Colunt'Cille. Montalembert, in his great history 
of The Monks of the West, says that Columba ordained 
and gave his benediction to Conall, and that the event 
happened in lona "on a great stone called the Stone of 
Destiny." This stone was removed to Dunstaffnage, 
then to Scone, and finally to Westminster, where it now 
is, supporting the Coronation Chair. Some have cast 
doubt upon the history of the stone. Even Shakespeare 
was jealous of it : — 

'' A base foul stone made precious by the foil 
Of England's chair, where he is falsely set." 

Rich, IILy V. 3. 

" He " is there, however, with his big tradition, which 
some thoughtful people consider to be far more reliable 
than that of " Shakespeare." The history of Columba's 
life and work from this point belongs to general history. 
Columba mac Orithmain was a native of Leinster, 
and he founded the monastery of Tir-da-ghlais in a.d. 
548. He is in the Kalendar^ under 13th December : 
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colam trednach tire — C, the abstinent of Tir- {da-ghlais); 
and the note in Laud MS. is .i. Oolnm mac Orimthan 
otirdaglas isinmnmain, that is, C, son of C, from Tir-da- 
ghlas in {the) Munster. It seems quite impossible to 
know if this Columba came into Argyll names, but it 
may be observed that we have Macrimmons in the west 
to the present day. There are over thirty Colmans, 
Colmocs, and Colums (all the same name), in the 
Kalendar, and several of them are without doubt 
associated with the west of Scotland, but it is quite 
impossible to say which name, from among so many 
remains. Dr. George Stokes, in his Celtic Church, says 
of Colum-Cille that *' he was baptized at Temple-Douglas, 
(Telach-dubhglaiflse in Tir Lngdach in Oinell Conaill— 
KaL, 9th June, «.), where he received the twofold and 
opposed names of Orimthann, a wolf, and Oolnm, a daveJ' 
The Kal., under same Note of 9th June, has Orimthan 
ainm Oolnm-Oille prius — Cr. was name of C.C previously. 
All this suggests an overlapping of the two names. 

Colman-Ella. — This is another Colum, in the 
diminutive form. His Kil- is in South Knapdale, and 
his name is in the Kalendar on 26th September : — 

colman olaind ela 
lahnaigi ailt legend 
conid he an hnalann 
ioin mar mace nerend 

— C of Laind'Ela, with perfections of high readings, so that 
he^ is splendid, praiseworthy ^ the great fohn of Ireland s 
sons. The parish is locally called Sgire nan Calaman 
gheala, the parish of the white doves, and this has been 
taken to be the origin of the name. The native render- 
ing is always of value, but this is a good example of the 
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need of keeping an intelligent eye upon it. There is 
more imagination than philology grown locally — and 
perhaps that is well. This is " the birthplace of Malcolm 
O'Neill," according to the Statistical Account, another gem. 
To use a name without some feeling of its meaning is 
abidingly unsatisfactory. There is always a seeking 
after a meaning, and rather than have no meaning, a 
wrong one is preferred — and is preferable, of course. 
The Note in L. B. is not quite certain as to the origin 
of the word Ela. It has — ela nomen mulieris quae ibi 
ante colman habitahat^ and ela propHum nomen amnis 
proximantis eclesiae. Laind is the same as the Welsh 
Uan- ; it meant in origin an inclosed area, later a hause^ 
and then, as in Wales, a church. Pope Innocent IV., 
in 1247, confirmed certain lands to the Rector of St. 
Calmonel, situated near the Castle of Schepehinche, in 
Kintyre. 

Cl ARAN {the dusky one). There were two famous Ciarans 
of the old Church, Ciaran of Clonmacnois, and Ciaran 
of Saighir — the two mentioned in Skene's statement, 
without doubt. Ciaran of Clonmacnois was the son of 
a carpenter, hence he was known also as '' Ciaran mac 
an t-saoir." His father was from Ulster, but he removed 
to Magh Ai, a plain forming part of the present County 
Roscommon, where Ciaran was born a.d. 516. He was 
educated under Finan at Clonard. He founded, A.D. 548, 
Cluain-mic-nois in the reign of Diarmad, son of Fergus 
Cerrbeoil, and with his assistance. He founded many 
other churches also. His death, which is fabled to have 
been brought about by the prayers of the other saints 
of Ireland, who were envious of his fame, is said to have 
taken place at the age of thirty-three on 9th September 
A.D. 549 (C. 48), but O'Curry says he was alive " about 580." 
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There is no suggestion in the facts of his life, given 
in Irish records, to show whether he, or his namesake 
of Saighir, gave us our western names. 

CiARAN of Saighir, so called because he was founder 
of the monastery of that name — now Seirkieran = 
Saighir-Ghiarain, in King's County, about four miles 
from Birr, In the Kal.^ under 5th March, there is a long 
statement regarding him. He is mac Lugna, and his 
mother's name was Liadaine. There is in the same 
place another statement of his parentage which the 
curious may refer to. A somewhat similar genesis is 
given to Finan Cam, F. the squintingy under 7th April. 

We have Oil-Ohiarain (Kilkerran) in Campbel- 
town as in Carrick on the other side of the Sound 
of Kilbrannan (Oil-Bhrandam, his friend), and else- 
where. 

RUADHAN and Senell do not come into the Argyll 
names. 

Cainneach's {the fair one) name is frequent. He, 
like Ciaran, was of the Irish Picts. Columba met him 
at Glasnevin. He founded Kil-rl-monaidh (now St. 
Andrews), in Fife. He is commemorated in KaL, nth 
October : Caindeach mac huidaland .i. mac daed alaind 
he ocas achadbo a primchell ocub ata recles do hicill 
rigmonaiff in albain— C, descendant of Dalann . . . and 
Achabo was his chief churchy and he has a cell in Kil- 
rinumaidh in Scotland. He is said, with Comgall of 
Benchor, to have accompanied Columba on his mission 
to King Brude at Inverness ; and as we know the 
mission worked round the coast of Moray and Aber- 
deen, it can be readily understood how his name 
remains in Fife. It is in Mull also, and in lona, Tiree, 
Kintyre, &c. 
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Cainneach was a close friend of Brannan and of 
Bairre, whose name remains in Kilberry : — 

Aentn choinnig is barrai 
0CU8 brenaind diblinaib 
cipe saraiges nech dib 
fertai intrir ocadigail 

— The unity of Cainneach and Bairre and Brannan, both 
one and other, whoever outrages any one of them the powers 
of the three {wiU be) avenging him. Bairre was of the seed of 
Brian, son of Echad Muidmedon, do sil briain mic echach 
muidmedon do. barri — ATa/., 25th September, «., on 
which day is the festival of " the loving man," Bairre o 
chorcaiff, for he was a native of Cork. 

MoLuoc — molua (meaning a kick, i. preab, O'Cl.) — 
Luoc — LuGiDUS — LuANUS, was from the great monastery 
of Bangor, and he is said to have founded many churches 
in Ireland and in Scotland. The various forms of the 
name have a simple explanation. The last two are an 
attempt to put the name in some sort of Latin form, 
because people must have Latin names, for Saints 
especially. The root, however, of the name is Lna, and 
Luoc is little Lua, and Moluoc is my little Lna — all terms 
of affection, and a form that was very common in tlje 
old church; for example, mo-cholm-oc, mo-chell-oc, mo- 
chorm-ac, mo-em-ac, ma-ron-ag, &c. The church of 
Lismore was founded by him, and his name still remains 
there in Kilmaluag and in Portmaluag on the east side 
of the island. He is in the Kalendar, under 25th June : — 

lam luoc glan geldai 
grian liss moir dealbai 

— With my Luoepure and fair sun of Lismore of Alba. He 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE CHURCH-NAMES 173 

is said to have been one of the finest men who ever went 
forth from Benchor. His record, at anyrate in one detail, 
is extremely beautiful. " A little bird was seen awailing 
and lamenting (en mbec occai ocus ocdogra) because 
Molua maC'Ocha was dead. And therefore it is that the living 
creatures bewail him for he never killed a living creature 
whether small or great — Kal,y 31st January, Luac was the 
son of Carthach rigda, royal Carthach^ descendant of the 
King of Munster, who was a pupil of Ciaran of Saighir. 
Obitus Lngdach Lissmoir i. Molnoc, a.d. 592.— Zi^A. 

Laisren, or Molaise, named '' of Damh-innis " (Deven- 
ish), in Lough Erne, one of *'the twelve," was third 
abbot of lona — or at anyrate one of the name was (for 
there seems to have been several of them in the early 
Church), A.D. 600-605. Laisren was first cousin to 
Colum-Cille. The root in the name is lasair, a flame^ 
and with keen evangelists it might almost be a general 
name. In the time of Diarmad, monarch of Erinn, 
Colum-Cille, who was great-grandson of Conal Gulban, 
son of " Niall of the Nine Hostages," and therefore of the 
race of the great Clann Domhnaill, fell out with King 
Diarmad (see O'Curry, 327 et seq.), and with the assist- 
ance of these his powerful relatives, and with the assist- 
ance of the men of Tir-Eoghain (Tyrone), his cousins, 
he gave battle to and defeated Diarmad with great loss 
at Cuil Dreimne, near Sligo. The monarch returned to 
Tara discomfited; but soon afterwards he made his 
peace with Columba. The Saint, however, was troubled 
in conscience because of the bloodshed he had caused, 
so he went for penitential confession to Molaise, whose 
penance was that Colum should leave Erinn forthwith 
and never again return. Upon this Columba left for 
Scotland, and the great history of lona follows. 
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There is a very interesting Note in Kcd.^ 9th Decem- 
ber, regarding Ciaran of Clonfert, " Oiaran Cnduana," as 
follows :— Teora comairli din ismessa daroaad inerinn 
triachomairlib noem .L timdibe saegail Oiaraiii, ocns 
Colnm Oille do indarbnd ocus mochndai dochur andthiu 
— Now these are the three worst advices that have been acted 
on in Ireland through the counsels of the Saints^ namely^ 
the cutting short of Ciaran' s life^ and the banishment of 
Columba^ and the expulsion of Mochuda from Raithin. 
We have seen the reason for the first of these state- 
ments; the second is now clear. I do not know the 
circumstances attending the third. Mochuda died a«d. 
636. However rightly and justly the commentator may 
have expressed his mind, regarding Columba especially, 
we are thankful to believe that the world is greatly 
richer and better by his '' banishment." 

Maelrubha (mael + rabha, cuttings but for what 
reason I cannot say), whose name is met in Islay and 
Kintyre and in other parts of Scotland, was son of 
Subthan, daughter of S^tna, and sister of Comghall of 
Benchor, who was of the Cinel Eoghain. It was about 
A.D. 671, during the abbacy of Failbhe in lona, that 
Maelruba came from Bangor (Down) into the west of 
Scotland, and two years later he founded the church of 
Appercrossan — now Applecross — in Wester Ross. The 
Annals of Tighernac has — 673, M. ftindavit ecdesiam. 
apercrossan; and he evangelised through the whole 
neighbourhood all his lifetime. He is in the Kalendar^ 
under 21st April : inalpain conglaine iarlecad cedumba 
laid uaiim conamathair armbrathair maelruba— /» Scot- 
land with purity after leaving every happiness ^ went from 
us with his mother^ Maelruba, 

His Kils are numerous, and they have gone through 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE CHURCH-NAMES 175 

very peculiar but very interesting changes of form. Oil- 
mhael-rabha appears in old documents variously as 
Kilmolrow, Kilmorrow, Kilmarrow, Kilmharrow, Kil- 
arrow, &c., all of which a Gaelic student will readily 
understand. Though in Islay the name has lost every 
trace of its spoken origin, in Kintyre the essential is still 
preserved in the local pronunciation — it is Kil-a-roo, with 
the accent on the last syllable. According to the Origines 
Par. Scotf Kilmarrow was the church of St. Mary ! 

Cathan, or Cattan {little cal), was of the Irish Picts, 
and the friend of Comgall and Cainneach. He was the 
founder of the monastery of Kingarth, Cinn-garad, or 
Oeann a' gh^raidh, in South Bute. His name does not 
appear in the KaUndar, though that of his nephew, 
Blaan, son of King Aidan, does : blaan cain chixm 
garad .i. dun blaan aprimchathair ocus ochinn garad 
do .i. hingall gaidelaib — Blaan of Kingarth in Dunblane 
is his chief city^ and from Kingarth is he, i.e, in Galloway. 
This is Stokes' translation, but it is in part wrong — in 
the rendering Galloway. The Gall-ghaidheil were all 
those Gaels of the south-west of Scotland and of the 
western isles who were under the rule or control of the 
Gall, or stranger — of Angles in the south, and of Scan- 
dinavians in the north and the Isles. The Statistical 
Account states that the remains of Blaan were visible 
at Kilblane (Southend, Kintyre) in 1843 ! 

The two names occur frequently — Kil-chattan, Ard- 
chattain — Kilblane, Dunblane, &c. 

Brannan— Brandan— Breannan — Brennand (from 
bran, a raven, bran .i fiach — C.), was one of the twelve 
apostles of Ireland. In his early days he was educated 
at Clonard. He afterwards spent seven years in search 
of the Land of Promise. Upon his return he went to 
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Gildas ''in Britain." On leaving Gildas he is thought 
to have gone to the Western Isles of Scotland (about 
A.D. 545), in one of which he founded a monastery 
named Aileach, and in Tiree, "in regtone Heth,' a 
church. This Aileach is Aileach an naoimh of the 
Garveloch group of islands (p. 62), and in another 
of the same group is Oidl-Bhrannain, Cul-Brandon, or 
B*s Retreat, to this day. His name remains in that the 
people of Bute are " the Brandanes," and further, in the 
Sound of Kilbrannan, which separates Arran and Ayr 
from Kintyre. This Brandan was he " of Clonfert/' 
which he founded about A.D. 556. He is said to have 
visited Colum-Cille at Hinba, where Ernan, Colum-Cille's 
uncle presided : Alio in tempore quatuor ad sanctam 
visitandum Columbatn monasterium fundatores de Scotia 
transmeantes in Hinba eum invenerunt insula; quorum 
illustrium vocabula Comgellus Banger, Cainnechus Achabo, 
Brendenus Cluaind, Cormacus nepos Leathain (Adamn.) — 
all of which may be good history, but is certainly not 
beautiful Latin. In the island of Seil, L., the church is 
dedicated to him. His death is put A.D. 577. 

There were two distinguished Brannans — B. of Clon- 
fert and B. of Birr ; but it seems certain that the name 
of B. of Olnain is that which we have in our names. 
Quies Brendain abbatis Cluain-ferta, die xvi, Maii aetatis 
suij 94. — Tigh. 

Brannan of Birr was older by a few years than his 
namesake of Clonard. His death is put about A.D. 565 
by the Annals. 

Oran— Odran— Odhran (from odhar, rf««,+dim. 
-an, the dun one. Compare Ciaran, Finnan). " The dedi- 
cation to Oran, or Odhran, in the islands connected 
with Dalriada probably belong to the earlier Dalriadic 
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Church. Besides the cemetery in lona called Reilig 
Odhrain, he appears in Tiree, where there is a burial- 
ground called Cladh Odhrain, in Colonsay at Kiloran, 
and in Kiloran on the north bank of Loch-Sgridan. He 
was of the stock of the people of Dalriada, and his death 
is recorded on 2nd October a.d. 548." — Si., ii. 35. There 
is a tradition regarding him that " Columba said to his 
people it would be well for us that our roots should 
pass into the earth here. And he said to them, it is 
permitted to you that some one of you go under the 
earth of this island to consecrate it Odhran arose 
quickly, and said, ' If you accept me I am ready for that' 
Odhran then went to heaven. He founded the church 
of Hy (lona) there." 

DONNAN (from donn, dun, Lat. fuscus — as in Duncan, 
p. 37), is in KaL, under 17th April, as Dondan ega .i ega 
aimn oilein fll inalpain ocas isannside ata donnan no 
icattaib et ibi donnan sanctna com sua familia obiit .i 
liv. — Donnan of Eiggy that is, Eigg is the name of an island 
which is in Attain, and there Donnan is, or in Sutherland 
(not Caithness), and there Saint D. died with his ^* family,*' 
namely, fifty-four (in number). Kildonan, on the east 
side of Egg, was founded by him about 560. The 
Annals of Tighearnach give 617 : Combustio Donnain Ega 
hi XV. Kalendas mai cum clericis martitibus. The history 
of this cruel "combustion" by the Norseman is easily 
available. The Norseman's work on the Western Isles 
was " thorough." 

The Kils of Donnan are comparatively numerous — 
in Egg, Arran, Sutherland, Kintyre, &c. 

Creathamhnan, which gives Kilchrenain, was son of 
Cathair the Great of the Ui Cormaic — Kal., 13th Dec, n. 

COMMAN (mac Ernain, son of E.), was brother of 

M 
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Cuimein, seventh abbot of lona, a.d. 657-669. Comman 
is referred to in the Kal.^ under 21st Nov., as GoxnaQ 
ahairind airthir no aru ocub eri indathelaig toeb fiitoeb 
— Cyfrom eastern Arran ; or the Arran and Erin are the two 
hills side by side. His name remains in Kilchomain, L 
Comman, upon which Roscommon (Ros Chommain) is 
named, seems to have been a different person. He is 
said to have lived for two hundred years, '^agns sgribtar 
air go raib 86 d& chM bliadan d'aois (S. G. 478). 
I have wondered if the usual rendering of Kildalton, I., 
is correct. It is quite possible for t to have developed 
in the name of Dallan, ''son of Eogan, son of Niall 
the Nine-hostaged," and father of Laisren (p. 173) — the 
man who wrote the Amhra {Elegy) Oholuim - Ohille. 
The nearer meaning, however, is from dalta, a churchy 
which was affiliated to the Annait, or parent church, of 
a monastery. 

COMGAN, later Oomhghan, on whom Kilchoan, A., and 
other churches are named. He is commemorated in 
KaLj 13th July. About a.d. 673 he, with his sister 
Kentigerna, and her son Fillan (Faolan, little wolf)^ 
came into the district of Loch-Alsh and began planting 
churches all along the west coast. The name of his 
nephew Fillan remains in Perthshire, St. Fillans in Glen- 
dochart, and Strathfillan (S. G., 310). The lands of the 
Glendochart monastery passed into lay hands, but the 
spiritual succession and the pastoral staff of St. Fillan 
remained with a certain De6radh, or pilgrim^ and his 
successors. There is a letter by King James in 1487, 
given in the Black Book of Taymouth, in which the king 
orders that "his servitour Malice Doire" having in his 
keeping " ane relik of Sanct Fulane called the quegrith," 
and ordering that all should ''mak him nane impedi- 
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ment, letting, or distroublance, in the passing with the 
said relik throch the contre as he and his forbearis wes 
wont to do." The '' Coygerach/' or Cuigreach, of St. 
Fillan — evidently the pilgrim's name transferred to the 
staff or crozier — was discovered and bought by the late 
Dr. Daniel Wilson, in Canada, and he gave it into the 
custody of the Scottish Antiquarian Society. 

Moluag's crozier was in the custody of a family of 
the name of Livingstone for generations, in the island of 
Lismore, the '' Idrach " of Tigh nan dedra being there 
still ; and that of Mael-mbha (p. 174) was kept at Bail' 
an dedra in Muckairn. I am not able to say what came 
of the latter, but I have an interesting letter from the 
Duke of Argyll regarding the former {noU), 

Adamnan — ^Adhamhnan (liUle Adam) was ninth abbot 
of lona. He was born in 624 in County Donegal, a 
descendant of Conall Gulban, and therefore of the same 
family as Colum-Cille, whose biography he wrote. He 
restored the monastery of lona, and for the purpose he 
sent twelve ships to bring the necessary oak timber from 
Ardnamurchan and Morven. The record of this ex- 
pedition, as given in the LifCf becomes very interesting 
therefore. At the Synod of Tara, A.D. 690, he secured 
the freedom of women for ever from war service. 
Adamnan chanced on a certain day to be journeying 
through Mag Breg with his mother on his back. They 
saw two battalions smiting each other. It happened 
moreover that Ronait, Adamnan's mother, saw a woman 
with an iron sickle in her hand dragging another woman 
from the opposing battalion, and the sickle fastened to 
her breast — for at that time men and women alike used 
to be giving battle " — KaL^ Sept. 25, n. Ronait made her 
son promise that he should free women for ever '' from 



Digitized 



by Google 



i8o THE PLACE-NAMES OF ARGYLL 

things of that kind" — which he did at the Council of 
Tara. 

He visited England more than once, with the usual 
result. He got perverted. He turned away from his 
Columban Church and faith, taking on the Romish 
doctrine, which at the time was working strongly north- 
ward. His " family " of lona was shattered by dissen- 
sion and difference, and '' the house " divided could not 
and did not stand, but fell very soon. Adamnanus Ixxviu 
anno aetatis suae in nonas Kalendis Octobris^ abbas ICf pausaU 
— Tigh.; S. G. says it was "the ninth of Kal, Decem- 
ber." His Kils are numerous — usually written as Kil- 
ennaiii, the d of the name getting aspirated away, as the 
rule is when a consonant stands between two vowels. 

It is interesting to observe how the kingdom of 
Dalriada and the Columban Church rose and fell 
together. 

CONSTANTINE, in Kilchousland, K., and as Cowstin 
Cousland, &c., in other parts. It is difficult to follow 
the changes of the name — in fact, if the evidence did not 
Appear so conclusive that this Constantine has somehow 
taken the form Cousland and somewhat similar other 
forms, I should be strongly disposed to doubt it. I 
perhaps doubt it now. The local Oill-Ohuisilein, or, as 
the old charters have it, Kil-Quhitlawisland, seems to me 
impossible from a form Constantine. My feeling is that 
there must have been another name, which has got 
involved with that of Constantine, although I have not 
found any suggestive name in the Kalendars. The story 
of Constantine is that he was a Cornish prince, who 
upon his conversion abandoned his throne and became 
a monk under Mochuda at Rahen (near Tullamore, 
King's Co.), whence he passed into Scotland and 
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founded the church of Govan on the Clyde, from 
which he extended his labours into Kintyre, where 
his name remains. The Annals give, 588 : Conversio 
Canstantini ad Datninutn. The KaL has a note under 
nth March : i. rig bretan rofacaib arige ocns tainic 
diaoUthire coraithin inanuiir mochuda . . . ocas rig 
alban he — C, a king of Britons^ who left his kingdom and 
came for his pilgrimage to Rahen in the time of Mochuda 
. . . and a king of Scotland wcls he. There is here again 
an overlapping of names and of circumstances. A Con- 
stantine and a king of Scotland did give up his kingdom, 
and retired to the monastery of St. Andrews, where he 
lived for ten years. His death is placed, 952 : Oonstantin 
MacAeda ri Albain moritnr. — An. Ulst; and the Pictish 
Chronicle gives his death x. ejus anno sub corona penitenti. 
It is almost certain, however, that the other Constantine 
was the effective man of Argyll and the West. 

MocHOE (and perhaps Mochua is the same name) was 
head of the great monastery of Noendruim, whence 
Finan came. It is not necessary to believe that he came 
personally into the Argyll tradition. It is more likely that 
one or some of his "disciples" gave the name — Kil- 
machoe, K. ; Cilmachu, L. — to his master's memory and 
honour — in fact this is not unlikely the case with many 
of the Saint-names. He was trained at Lismore (on the 
Black Water, Co. Waterford), and he is in the ATo/., 
23rd June : mochoe .1. mochua luachra masue olisBmor 
mochua — M.^ that isy Mochua of Lucu:hair Massu from 
Lismore {was) Mochua. He was also called Cronan. 
" Mochua mac lugdach qui prius Cronan dictus est." — 
Kal.f 6th Aug. There are several of the same name. 

MOCHUMMAG is Cummine the seventh Abbot of lona 
(A.D. 657-669). He wrote a Life of Columba, which 
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seems to have been freely drawn upon by Adamnan. It 
was in his time that the trouble arose in the church of 
Northumbrian which culminated in the Synod of Whitby 
and the disappearance of the missionaries of lona from 
the north of England. A Colman was bishop at the 
time — in Northumbria. He is in KaL^ 24th Feb. : abb 
hia an ergna cnmine find fedba— an Abbot of t a fine 
intellect^ C, the fair ^ aged. 

Mo-R6n-ag' (from rdn, a seal^ + ag) is in Kilma- 
r6nag, which occurs in Lome and in the Lennox, and in 
other places. He was of the late stage of the Columban 
Church. His name appears in lona in Teampull R6nain, 
Port R6nain, and Cladh R6nain. He was Abbot of Oinn 
a' ghtolidh (Kingarth — Bute) at his death given, 737 : 
Bass Bonain abbatis Cindgaradh. — rr;^ A. In Kal.^ 
9th Feb. : Espoc ronain rigda .L illiss mor mochuda 
ata — Bishop Ji,f the royals namely y in Lismore of Mochuda 
he is. There was a Bishop Ronan of Scotland in the 
time of Adamnan and King Maelduin, the last fifty 
years of the seventh century, and even an earlier one — 
the grandson of Loarn — and others. It is therefore 
difficult to affix the name with certainty. The name 
occurs in Islay also, in Cill-R6nain. 

FiNDCHAN (from the same name-origin as Fintan), the 
fair oney leaves his name in Kilfinichain, M. He was one 
of Columba's monks, and he founded a monastery in 
Tiree, which Adamnan calls Artchain. He got into 
trouble with Columba because he improperly ordained 
one Aid, or Aed, " a son of perdition." This was Aedh 
Dubh, who got into disgrace at the Convention of 
Taillte, and was in consequence banished to Scotland 
by King Diarmid MacCearrbheoil. He went back to 
Ireland, and killed Diarmad (S. G. 76), who was a special 
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friend of St. Colutnba, which explains the " son of per- 
dition." Occisio Diarmato filii CearbhuU regis Hibemiae^ 
A.D. 565. His history is not extensive, and he is not in 
the Kalendar. 

Celloc — Mo Chelloc, in Kilmochelloc, I. The name 
means simply the CeU-man (see AUt a' Cheallaich, V.). 
A Cellach was bishop of Oill-ii-monaidh (now St. 
Andrews) in the time of Constantine, son of Aedh. 
In 908 an Assembly was held at Scone, the king and 
Cellach being present, at which the Pictish and Scottish 
churches were united under Cellach as bishop. He was 
therefore '* in vulgari et cammuni locutione Escop Alban id 
est Episcapi Albaniae afipellantur" (C. P. S., 191) — the first 
bishop of the united Alban Church. 

There was an earlier Cellach, abbot of Kildare, and 
also of lona. '' Cellach macAUlelo abbas Cilledaro et abbas 
la dormivit in regione Pictorum'* — Ann, Ulst^ A.D. 865. 
This most likely is the man whose name remains in the 
west. It was he who built the church of Kells, 
A.D. 807-814. Cellach Abba lae finita constructione templi 
Cenindsa reliquit principatum. 

COEMAN — Caomhan, in Kilkivan and St Coivin, K. 
(from coem, mod. caomh + an, the lovable one). There 
are several in the Kalendar^ but I am not able to make 
sure which of them may be here remembered. The 
name is not very specific. Oaomhan may be applied to 
any kindly ^ lovable person, or even beast. It has evidently 
made an effort to harden here into a definite Personal 
name, but the effort has failed. A favourite cow is quite 
commonly called caomh-ag. I have heard a most 
lovable minister of my earliest memory constantly 
called Oaomhan — and with good reason. 

The same may be said of Oill an naoimh (Kilnave, I.). 



Digitized 



by Google 



i84 THE PLACE-NAMES OF ARGYLL 

It is only an indefinite term for the Saint — whoever 
he was. 

Senchan — Sean-ach-an (based upon sean, old), is 
remembered in Kilmahanachan, K. He was contem- 
porary with Columba and Ciaran (O'C). He was 
successor of Finnan at Clonard. In Kal.^ 21st August, «. : 
Escap senach .i aite ailbe ocas comorbo flnden ocas 
iduam fota fine iferaib tnlach ata escop WTMik— Bishop 
S., tutor of Ailbe and successor of Finnan in Cluain . . . is 
Bishop S. 

MoLiBHAy which we have in Kilmalieu, V., is in Kal,, 
i8th February : bebais incaid colman moliba noradi— 
the holy Colman died, Molibha mention him, 

EOGHAN, in Kilvickeun, M. = Oill mhic Edghain 
(p. 113). Bleau in his map has Eugenius for this KiL 
There are several Eoghans possible, but the most 
probable here is a son of Cainneach (p. 171). The 
feast of E. is in Kal^ 23rd August: Fell eogain aird 
sraha — the feast of E, of Ardstrath. 

Ernoc (ema cotis .i. lie i. arneam frisimelatar 
ema, i.e. a stone, a whetstone, on which iron weapons are 
ground. — C. 42) comes once into Argyll names, in Ard- 
marnoch ^ Aird mo Em-oc. It is the same as in 
Kilmarnock. He is in KcU., Nov. 12th : Emin mac find- 
chain abb lethglinde — E., the son of Findchan, abbot of 
Leighlin. " Hie erat Erneneus filius Craseni postea per 
omnes Scotiae famosus et valde notissimus." — Reeves* 
CoL 25. 

Lassair, literally a flame, seems to come into Cill- 
lasrach, I. The name has the same base as Laisren 
= Lasair-ein^ but it is here clearly feminine. The only 
appropriate name is that of Lassair : " Nomen septimae 
filiae Branin " — the seventh daughter of Brannan. One 
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thing is very clear — the Columban Church was not 
celibate. 

KiLiRVAN I am not able to make sure of. It possibly 
may be named upon Escnip Ibair, Kal.y April 23rd : 
" Son of Cucorby son of Cairbre^ son of Echach , . . and 
353 y^<^rs was the age of Bishop IbarJ' I, however, 
doubt this. 

Maol - DORAIDH, whose name appears in Islay, 
''perhaps Mae! - deiradh," was ancestor of Maol- 
RUAINIDH, who made a pilgrimage to lona a.d. 1026, 
and remains familiarly in Gaelic tradition. If he is the 
same, his acquaintance can be made in S. G., p. 50, 
et seq. There is indeed a very big atmosphere of our 
early history in the " Gridhach's " excellent work. 

There are several Cronans in the KaL We have 
seen (p. 181) that " Mochua . . . prius Cronan dictus 
est." Oronan caid cendigna .i. hiross glaise no cnmad 
he Mochua {KaL^ Feb. loth) — the chaste C. without 
reproachf ix. in Ross^Glaise^ or he may be Mochua, Again, 
April 28th : '' Cronan quibus mochua dictus me." So 
we may fairly take that the two names cannot be safely 
separated. 

In Ooirtein llhoirein, S., the name is St. Murren, a 
woman saint, with name derived from muirgen, sea- 
begotten, a mermaid, '* She was thirty years in Lough 
Neagh, and ComghalVs fisherman, Broan, caught her in 
his net, and Comghall baptised her^^ {KaL ccxcvi.). " Half 
of her was a salmon, and the other half a woman." She 
was one of the mnr-dhiichan to which Ardnamurchan 
owes its name ! (p. 90) 
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In order to save space, I here give in Vocabulary form, 
all the Gaelic elements that enter into the names of 
the County. This means that one word in the Voca- 
bulary may, as in some cases, explain hundreds of 
names. I only give a few examples under each word — 
just sufficient to show the application and usage — and 
I have chosen, under each head, such names as I 
thought would best show the general meaning. The 
names are mostly made up of two parts — the simple 
nominative, with an attributive in the form of an 
adjective or a genitive — so I have given the genitives, 
Singular and Plural, for all words where I have thought 
it would be useful to do so. Therefore, in any name 
made up of two parts, the meaning may be easily found 
by reference to the elements in the Vocabulary, e^, 
BjoT-daraich, see Uurr and darach; Oartlosgaiim, see 
gart and losgann, and so with others. 



abhainn, a rroer^ abhann and aibbne ; aiUmiehean — Bun na 

h-abhann, A J. Inbher na h-aibhne, M,P. 
aoarsald (N*\ an anchorage — an Acarsaid, A. Rudha na 

h-acarsaid, J. an Acarsaid mh6r, M, 
aohadh^ a field, -aidh; -adh— Achadh na h-kh, C. Dubh- 

achadh, /., and freq. 
aoblas, the arm-pit, <d8e ; -aB — Doire na h-achlaise,/. 

ITf a shoch of cam, -aige ; ^m — na h-Adagan, 7. 

i86 
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adharo, a hom^ ^^iree ; -ean, whence adharcan, the lapwings the 

^^ homed ane^ — Cnoc adhaircean, A.R, 
adlilao» burial^ -«icUi— Creag an adhlaic, C. 
affhy a hindy heifer^ aighe ; ai^fhean — Tor nan aighean, CZ. 

Cnoc nan agh. Agh-choire, V. 
ikl1ean» a green sward, -ein — Barr an kilein, P. 
hXWAh^ beautiful-^luA%Kti kilidh, Z. 
ain g eal , an angel (2), light, fire, -U ; -ean — Cnoc aingil, Z 
4ird, a height, Urde ; Urdean (ard, high) — Aird a' mhadaidh, Z. 

Ard-airidh, S, Skilean na-h-kirde. 
airgiod, silver, -id — Lagan an airgid, Z. 
^dridh, a shieling, hill-pasture — Airidh Ualainn, G> Airidh 

Eogain, Z. Clach kiridh, 7. a' Bhog kiridh, ilf . 
idmeaffy a sloe, -eige — Dun kirneige, Z. 
aiseagy a ferry, -ig — Camus aisig, G. Rudha an aisig, V, 
aitionn, juniper. 
Albannaoh, a *'6^&/"— Stob an Albannaich, P. Sr6n 

Albannach, K. 
nXln.XA'h, fierce— Von allaidh (Gigha). 
allt, a stream, uillt— Tigh an uillt, P. Brkigh nan allt, A, Leth 

allt, P. 
hlvhm^ lovely — Loch-kluinn, V. T6rr kluinn, C. 

r» a channel, ^dr (see p. 10) — Eas an amair, Z. 
, aim, -aia — Ckrn an amais, M. 
amhachi a nech, -«ich — Loch Avich = Amhaich, Z. 
the soul — Loch an anama, K,R. 
(see p. 58) — an Annaid, E. Cladh na h-annaide, Z. 

Achadh na h-annaide, P. 
aodann, a face, >ainn — Aodann kluinn, S, Torr aodainn, M. 

Meall an aodainn, P. 
BMMbhok^ joyful, pleasant 
aoigrhy a guest 
aolneadh (see p. 12) — an t-Aoineadh, V. Aoineadh 

Mhkrtainn, M. Aoineadh dubh, J. Creag an 

aoinidh, Z. 
aoirean, the pi. Gaelic form of Norse, eyr^r freq. 
aoly Hme, i«oil — Creag aoil. Barran an aoil, Z. 

> incline — ^Port an aomaidh, K, 
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aonaoh, a high ground {see ^, 12) — an t-Aonach, K. Aonach 

in6r and beag, F. 
apper» M,^ is eabar, mud. 

arbhar, cam, ^dr — Ldb an arbhair, V. . Meall an arbhair. Co/. 
krdf highj and yrd, a heigh/ (see p. 10). 
krom (N.) river-mou/h^ but there is Gaelic iuros, a dwe/Hng. 
astail, or Hudail, is a dwei/ing. The f has come into the 

Gaelic word, as in other words, such as eagal, UfbJffHyfear ; 

eudall, feudail, ca///e, &a — but it is aspirated out after the 

Article, and disappears. 
bXkk^ a ki/n — Achadh na h-kth, M. Lag na h-ktha, P. Glac na 

h-ktha,/. 
ktkkt a ford. Local knowledge alone can distinguish between 

this and the previous word 
athaoli, a gian/---9iclk — PoU-athach, M. 
atbals, is res/^ Lat. re- s/o. 
athlaoh, is a hero, a young man fi/ for bai//e; ath-laoeh, H.S.D. 

— Port nan athlach, Z. 

bit, a cow — Leac nam bk, Loch-bk, M. Ach' na bk, Z. 
bao, a bank^ bale — Ciil a' bhaic, Z. Bacan daraich, S. 
, a /ame man, -aich — Suidh' a' bhacaich, A^. 
Ff /he cur/ing shoo/ of a po/a/o^ L (p. 145). 
bad, a ihicke/^ clus/er ; dim., badag and badan — Bad, C. na 

Badan, Z. Rudh' a' bhad bhuidhe, F. 
b&ffh, a bay — Bkgh bkn, Bdgh na cille, Z. Bkgh buidhe, C. 

Bkgh seann-ghairt, K. 
balle, a /own^farm, bailteon — Bail' dr, K. Baile fraoich, Baile 

meadhonach, M. 
bIdUidli, a bai/ie^Cmsich a' bhkillidh, X. 
bainne, mi/h — Lag a' bhainne, Z Lochan a' bhainne, S. 
bain-tlgbeama, a iady^ iord-wife — Camus na bain-tighe- 

ama, K. 
Mdte, drowned— 'DzjX bhkite, M. 
balaeb, a iad^ ciown^ -aich ; -ach — Loch a' bhalaich,/. 
balbhan, a dumb one, -ain ; -an — Ckm a' bhalbhain, A. 
baliTf a bag, be/ly, bnilg; balg — Ckm a' bhuilg, C. Raon a' 

bhuilg, 7. 
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lial g air, a fox; -eaa — Beinn bhalgairean, R. 

iMOla, a wall— Ban a' bhalla, X. 

hkn^ z&i^Vtr— Tigh-b^n, Eileanan bkna, M Srath b^n, A". Bagh- 

bkn, Z. Carn bkn, C Beinn bhkn, F. 
tMUials, a weddings bainnse — Doire na bainnse, V, ' 
baralllj a barrel^ -e ; -ean — Cnoc a' bharaille, K 
btod, a poet, bMrd— Diin a' bhkird, M. 
hkrr (C), fop, high ground, barra — am Bkrr, T. Bkrr daraich, 

K, am Barran, Z. 
iMuraoh, the top branches of trees ^ naich. 
Iiatay a walking-stich — Bataichean bkna, 7. 
bi^ta, a ^^/— Port a' bhkta, F. 
bl^tlialoll,^ b&+tigh, caw-house, ^rtr— Bkthaich bkn, C Gart 

a' bh^thaich, K, 
beag, small — Loch beag, Z. 
bealacfa, a mountain pc^s, -aich ; -ach — Bealach, P. Tigh a' 

bhealaich, Bealach na mbna, K, 
bealAldh, broom — Bealanach, K, 
bean, a wife, mult ; mnathan and ban — Loch nam ban, L.K, 

Stoc and Port nam ban, M. Dun na bean 6ige, P. 
beJuma, a notch, cUft, -an; Adj, be&mach — Coire bekrnach, 

Lbn bekrnach, M, Bernice I C. 
beathaeh, an animal, -aich — Eilean nam beathach, Z. ' 
beinn, hill, ben, beinne ; beann — a' Bheinn mh6r, Jt/iZ. 
beithe^ birch, whence beitheach, a birchwood — Beitheach, M.C 

B^r beithe, K. Aird bheithe, A. Sron beithe,/. 
beitbir, a serpent, monster, beathrach — Gleann na beathrach^ P, 

Beinn nam beathrach, V. Cruach a' bhearrache, R. 
belli, a mouth, beoil — Beul na h-uamha, Z. Port a' bhebil, M, 
Man, a skin, hide, beine ; bian — Bidein nam bian, P, 
blast, a beast, b^iste ; Mast — Loch na b^iste, Allt na b^ste, 

K,S, Airidh nam biast, Z 
biathainn, a worm, -e — Rudha nam biathainn, M. 
bile, a border, cluster of trees — Cladh a* bhile, K, Loch na bile,/. 
binnein, a pinnacle, from same source as beinn — Binnein Hath, 

J, am Binneag, K, am Binnein, Binneinean, M, 
Med, a pointed top — Biod nan sgarbh, Z am Biod, V, 
bielalr, water-cress, -e ; Adj. biolaireach — Lbn biolaireach, M. 
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bior, a sticky spit^ whence bionch, sharp-pointed^ and dim., 

bioran, a little sharp stick — Cnoc nam bioran, K, Tom a' 

bhiorain, C Beinn bhiorach, /. 
blrliim, a galley yyacht^ -ixine — Port na bklinne, M, 
1>Ukr» a fields moss, bUdr — Blkr m6r, Blir nan uan^ AT. Blkr 

mdna, F. Torr a' bhlkrain, Z. 
bd» a cowy b& and b6in ; bk and b6 — E. nam bb» Af. Oitir nam 

bb,/. ^tfWL 
boo, a ^i^r^, bnic ; boc — Srbn nam boc, Jf. Sgbr a' bhuic, S. 

Sgur a' bhuic, V. Rudha a' bhuic, 7. Allt a' bhuic, X. 
bdoaa, a " dogU,'* -ain ; -an — Torr a' bhbcain, P. 
bodaoh, an old man, a carle^ -aich; -ach — Carraig nam bodach, 

K, Druim m6r nam bodach, K, Bodach bochd, C. 
bodha {N.\ a '' breaker,'' sunken rack — Bodha a' bhuilg, V. 
boffv soft, wet, whence boglach, a bog, and dim., bogladum and 

bogadh, to wet, or soften. From Gen, Fern, comes a' Bhuig- 

neach, M, Further, Boglach nan tarbh, 7. Abhainn a' bhogaidh 

and Loch a' bhogaidh, 7. Bog kiridh and Boglach m6r, M. 
bMdboaohy pretty, beautiful — Bliran bbidheach, C, Baile 

bbidheach, Lianag bhbidheach, K. • Beinn bhbidheach, Z. 
boitoasT, a maggot, -eige — Clach na boiteige, A. 
bbiliohy boasting— Bmgh bbilich, G. 
bolcr. See balg. 

bitnnrft-filft, a kalffrenny — Lochan a' bhonn-a-sia, F. 
boimaoh, a bannock, cake, -aich ; -ach — Cruach nam bonnach, K. 
btod, a table, biiird; bord — ^am Bbrd Lathamach, V. Bbrd 

m6r and Bbrd dubh, A^. 
bothan, a **botkie," hut, -ain; -an — Sloe a' bhothain, Z. 
braohy to rot, whence braich, malt ; bracba — Lochan na 

bracha, S, 
bradan, a salmon, -ain — Dail a' bhradain, K. 
braid, theft, whence braidein (m.) and bradag (/), a thief— 

Bail' na braid, Cnoc a' bhraidein, K, 
brjdgrho, the upper part, the ^^brae,'' brikghad; -ean — Achadh 

brkghad, JT. Briiigh' nan allt, A. Doire brkghad, M. 
brat, a covering, mantle, brait; brat — Brat-bheinn,/. 
briith and bri, a quern, brathan — Srbn nam brathan, A, 
broabaff, a kiln (Manx names), -aige; -ag. 
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breiM), speckled, whence breac, a trout y the speckled one, and breac, 

tke small-pox, and breac-an, a (tartan) //»/</— Breac achadh, 

/. Achadh nam breac, jP. Loch nam breac buidhe, and 

Craach nam breacan, K. Coire Bhreacain,/. (note). 
tefMHiiRfHj tke tail of a skeep ; Adj, breamanach— Cnoc 

breamanach, C 
Breatftnnaehi a Briton, -aich ; -ach — Rudh' a' Bhreatannaich, 

K. Sr6n a' Bhreatannaich, 5. 
br^ld, a rag, ''cloot,'' -ean; Adj, br^ideineach— Br^id buidhe^ 

K, am Br^ideineach, M. 
teenirf a li^ — Tom an fhir bhr^ige, Z. 
hretuif putrid, zc^i^/-— Breun-phort,/. 
broc, a badger, brnic ; broc — Lochan a' bhruic, Z. Srbn nam 

broc, S. Ton nam broc, V. 
brodaoh — Sloe brodach^y. (note). 
brol^hlioh — Allt broighlichein, Z. (note). 
broilein, kin^s-kood, tke tnonyplies — am Broilean, M. 
brdn, sorrow, br5in — Leac a' bhrbin, K. Meall a' bhrbin, V. 
bii^ a belly, bronn— am Biii, Af. a' Bhru-mh6r, S. 
bmaoh, a bank, brink, brnaiche ; bmach ; dim., bruach, -ag — 

Bniach mhdr, M. Tigh na bruaiche, C Eilean nam 

bruachan, Sgeir bruachaig, Z. 
bmtbaehy a ^^brae,** -aich — Coire ruadh-bhruthaich^ M, 

bruthach m6r, Bruthach a' chladaich, 7. 
bnacihalll, a cowkerd; -ean — Buachaill Etive, am Buachaill, Z. 

Creag a' bhuachaille, K, Tom nam buachaille(an), Z. Srbn 

bhuachaillean, C. 
bnalle, a fold (of cattle) — £as na buaile, Z. Cnoc na buaile 

salaich, K, 
bnaUtean, a flail, -ein ; -«aa — Rudha nam buailtean, K. 
bnidbe, yellow — Allt buidhe, K. Loch buidhe, M, Coire 

buidhe, V, Lag buidhe, Z Br^id buidhe, K* 
bnidseaohy a witck, -iche \ -ean — Port nam buidsichean, M, 
buigneaoh — a' Bhuigneach, AT. From bog, soft, wet. 
bnlnne, a stream — am Buinne, /. 
balimeagy cl twig, -eige — Cnoc nam buinneag,y. 
bidreadhy a roaring, tke rutting season, -idh — Meall a' 

bhWridh, P, 
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bnn (p. 141) — Bun atha, P, 

biith, a ''booth,'* shop—KvidhK nam biith, M, Both-kolli- 
dar, C. 



I9 a cheese^ -aige ; -ag — Dail na dibaige, Z. 

oatar, a " caber ^'^ rafter, stag- horn, -air ; -ar — Cabrach, /. Barr 
nan cabar. C Bealach nan cabar, Z. 

cai^hllath, a hurdle-gate (cadha^ a pass, + diath, a hurdle), 
-ehleith — Cachliath mh6r, /. Tobar na cachleith, S. 
, sleep, -ail — Tom a' chadail, A. Caddletown (?), Z. 
, (note). 

eadlia» a pass — a' Chadha niadh, A. Cadh' an easa, M. 

eaibeal, a chapel, -oil— Caibeal Chiarain, Z. 

oaigean — an Caigean, V. an Caicbean, M. 

oallleaohy an old wife, hag, -Iche — Rudha na cailliche, J.K. 
Allt nan cailleach, S. Beinn na caillich, Z Ckrn na 
cailliche, F. Barr chailleacb, M, 

oaireftlaeh, noisy, ''choral,*' -ach! — ^an Cairealach, M. 

oairidh, a weir — a Chairidh, S.M, Barr na cairidh, CZ. 

oalpa» the calf of the leg — Calpa, S. 

o4ise, cheese — Meall a' chkise, Z. V, Eas a' chkise, K. Uamh 
a* chkise,y. 

oalseal (p. 91) — Lochan na caisil, Loch a' chaisil, A. 

oaiflteal, a castle, -eil — Caisteal beag and mdr, M, 

oalaman, a pigeon, -ain ; -an — Eilean a' chalamain, J/l 

oalbh {N,),a calf— a. small island which is calf to a greater. 

oalcTy a bristle, awn, beard of com, cuilg — Calgaraidh, M. 

oalltmui, hazel, -ninn — Barr(a) calltuinn, P. Cnoc a'chall- 
tuinn, M. 

cam, bent, crooked — a' Cham-chuairt, C Loch Cam, Z Cam- 
loch, K.L. Abhainn cam-linne, L,\ whence cam as name 
for a winding river — Loch na caime,/. ; and Camna, -nis, a 
bay — Camus mdr, M. Camus a' choirce, 5. 

oampa, a camp, A.CJ. 

oanaoh, eriophorum—lMoeh. nan canach, K. Gleann Ganaeh- 

a 

r, a chanter — Barr a' channdair, Z. (p. 58). 
oaoo h an, a streamlet, -ain ; -an, freq. 
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caoly narrow^ whence Oaolas, -ais, a Strait, Sound; caol is 

also used as a Noun^Voti caol, Z. Caol-ghleann, C Dail 

a' chaolais, Z. Bail' a' chaolais, F. Caolas-port, K. Aird 

a' chaoil, M. Caol krd, P. Caol tie, /. na Caoil Bhdtach 

(Kyles of Bute). 
caora, a sheep^ -ach ; -ach — Lochan nan caorach, A. Eilean nan 

caorach, M. Maol nan caorach, Z 
oaonmn, the rowan tree^ -uinn ; -an — Beinn a' chaoruinn, S. 

Loch a' chaoruinn, Z Maol a' chaoruinn, M, 
oapull, a horse (Lat caballus\ latterly a mare^ -aill ; •nil — CapuU 

corrach, M, Beinn a' chapuill, L,M, Lag nan capuU, Z 

Aird nan capuU, Z. As Adj. Cnoc capullach, M.V. See 

Caipleach, F. 
etodadli, carding (wool), -aidh — Gleann a' ch^rdaidh, Z 
olkm, a heap of stones^ ctdm ; c&xn — Ckm dubh^ C Druim a' 

chiiim, Z Achadh nan ckm, P. Stac a' chiiim, Z. Also 

dim., Oaman, F.^ and Oamach (p. 13) is very frequent — 

Dubh-chaman, Z. 
oarraoh, stony — Cnoc carrach, J.M, Eilean carrach, K, Sgeir 

charrach. A, Akin to which is carragh, a stone pillar — an 

Carragh, Z Carragh Chaluim bhkin,y. 
oarraiflTy a rock^ -e — Carraig mhbr, Z / dim., carraigean — Loch 

a' charraigein, and Sgeir a' charraigein (note). 
oarraii, spurrey (Spergularia), -ain ; -an — Gart a' charrain, Z. 

Achadh nan carran, Z. V. Coir* a' charrain, M, Carran 

buidhe, K, 
oaa, steep — Beinn chas, F, 
oat, a cat, cait ; cat— Creag a' chait, Z Allt a' chait, V, Cat- 

innis, F, 
oath, ^a///^— Sliabh a' chath, Z 
oathan is Mcuc. and oathag Fern, for a wild goose — Beinn 

nan cathan, A. Tom na cathaig, R. 
o^tbar, a mossy, wet, high ground^ -air — CItthar a' mhuinichill, 

K, CItthar nan eun,y. 
ca.tlilim, a com, excrescence — an Cathlun, Z. 
oeall and oUl, a church, eille~-a' Chill, G,F. Port na cille, Z 
, a head, upper end, cinn ; ceann (G.) — Ceann locha freq. 

Locative form, Cinn tire, K. Cinn a' ghe^r-loch, F. 

N 
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eea p aeb, a tillage pht^ -aiche — Ceapach, K. 

oearo, a hen^ dree; cearc — Coire na circe, M. Coire circe, 

F. Dail nan cearc, S. Rudha nan cearc, Af, 
oeareall, a hoop^ circle^ -aill ; -all — Coire a' chearcaill, G. 
oelurd, a craftsman^ latterly a tinker, ce^drd — Cnoc a' chekird, /. 

Loch nan cekrd mor, A,^ whence 
oejurdaohy a smithy^ -aeh — Gleann na ceardach, K. Lochan na 

ceardach, S. (note). 
oeatliaoh and ce6, mist— Coh? a' cheathaich, F. Poll a' cheb, /, 
eeathrainh, a quarter; -an — Ceathramh fuar, K. Garrachra, 

C. = Garbh cbeathrambe (?) Garrowcherran = Garbh cbe- 

atA^-amk-SLn (the italicised letters are not pronounced in 

ordinary speech). 
oenm, a step, cenniA — ^Achadh a' cheuma, Z. 
oUl, see ceall — Eilean na cille, Z. 
<Aoliy mountain-grass (Scirpus caspitosus), dbe ; dob— Loch nan 

clob, X. Cruach na dbe, C. 
cAoob, mamma, ddie — a' Chioch, M. Sgbrr na c\che, F. 
olste, a chesty dst— Cnoc na ciste, M. Eilean na ciste, Af. 
olaoh, a stone, doiche; clach — Clach-gheal, K,S. Whence 

dadian, X.L., and clachach, stoney — Coire clachach, Af. 
cladaoh, a shore, -aidi — Dubh-chladach, K. Cladach fionn, /. 

Goirtean a' chladaich, G. Tigh a' chladaich, I. 
oladli* a burial-place — Cladh a' mhuilinn, G. Port a' chlaidh, 

Af. Cladh a' bhile, ^. 
daldheainh, a sword, -eimh — Cnoc a' chlaidheimh, I. Sgeir a' 

chlaidheimh, Af. Rudh' a' chlaidheimh, V. 
clalgionn, a skull, -inn ; -eann— Claigionn, / V. Lochan a' 

chlaiginn, L.Af. (p. 104). 
clai8» a ditch, furrow, -e ; -ean — a' Chlais, 4^. Druim na claise, A. 
damhaWj a buzzard, -ain ; -an — Bail' a' chlamhain, L 
claon, inclining, sloping — Claonaird, C.L. Claonleathad, V. 

Claonaig, Cleongart, K. 
d^ireaoh, a cleric, clerk, -idi — Airidh a' chl^irich, V. Sgeir a' 

chl^irich, Z. Lebb a* chl^irich, I. Rudh' a' chl^irich, /. 

Baile nan cl^ireach, K. 
deit, a rocky eminence — a' Chleit, a' Mhlnchleit, Barr a' 

chleit, Af. 
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oliabh, a ** creel," basket, the thorax, cleibh — Druim nan / 

cliabh,/. 
oUatb, a hurdle, deitlie. 
cloffald, a helmet, -e — AUt a' chlogaid, M. 
oloidlieacr, a prawn, shrimp, -eig — Loch and Port na cloid- 

heig, Af . 
olualii, a pasture, -e; -teaa — Cluaineag, K, 
clnas, an ear, clnaise ; diiaa — Cluas mhin, Lag nan cluas, M. 
cniUDili, a bone, cnaimh; caijiinh and cnaimhean — Sgorr nan 

cn^h, G. Meall nan cnaimhean, V. 
OBap, a knob, lump, cnaip; c&ap — ^an Cnap, K. Teang' a' 

chnaip, G* Compare Qnob, C. Cnap reamhar, C. 
end, a nut — ^a* Choille-chnb, K, 
onoo, a hillock, cmdc ; cnoc — Cnoc dubh, /. Tigh a' chnuic, V. 

Tigh nan cnoc, /. 
oodha, a skiff— AMi na codha, M. Seems same as Cfoit. 
colleachy a cock, -ich ; -each — Tom a' choilich, M. Ckm nan 

coileach) /. Allt nan coileach, V, Loch Coilich, Srath nan 

coileach, K, 
collie, a wood'-<^e3Xin na coille, S. V. Ard-choille, M. Gall- 

choille. 
colml&eachy strange, foreign ; as Noun, a foreigner — Lag a' 

choimhich, M, 
colmliead, watching, look-out — Deagh choimhead, Z. 
colnean, a rabbit, -ein ; -ean — Eilean nan coineany/.Z. Airidh 

chonain, K, — or perhaps better, ^ridh + Conan, a personal 

name — Innis Chonain (Loch Awe). 
colncrbeal, a whirlpool (G.y-a.' Choingheal, P. 
cdlnneachy moss, -iche — Blar na cdinnich, Loch a' chdinnich, /i, 
colrbte, "corrupt,*^ accursed— AcYiSidh coirbte, K. 
colroe, oats — Camus a' choirce, S. Aird a' choirce, M. 
colre» a cauldron, *' corrie " — ^an Coire, L.M. V. Coire dubh, S. 
colt^ a small boat, coite — Loch a' choit, I. Rudh' a* choit, A. 

Abhainn na coite, J. Allt na coite, /. 
colann, a body, carcass, colna — Druim nan colann, K. 
eomar^ a confltunce, -air (p. 10). 
cAiiihdliftll, a meeting— Chxn na cbmhdhail, S. Allt na mi- 

chbmhdhail, A. 
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obnthlA, a door-leaf— Qxez% na cbmhla, M, 

odmlmard, levels as Noun also — lomaire cbmhnard, /. Comh- 

nard, M. 
cdiaihTag^ a conflict^ a battle, -aige ; -ag — Eilean a' chomhraig, K. 
Gen. PL of en, which see — Conaire (con + faiie), Con- 
torn, y. Tom nan con, C Blir nan con, K, (note conaire). 
firewood, -aidh — AUt a' chonnaidh, Af . Learg a' 

chonnaidh, Z. 
oorp, a dead body, cnirp ; whence Ooriiacli, EJ. Corparsk (?), C. 
061T9 a crane, coxra — Loch na corra. L. na corra-ghriodhach, /. 
o6iT» excess, outgrowth — Cbrrachadh, L. Coman, K. l>)iTan 

(p. 14). C6rr-larach, G. 
corrach, rugged, broken — Cruach chorrach, Lephin corrach, K. 
ote, a hollow, cave, c6i8 ; -aa — Dniim a' chbis, P, Achadh nan 

cbsan, V. Ach' a' chbis, C,K. Tigh an chbisein, K. 
o6ta» a coat — Cnoc a' chbta, y. 
ootan, cotton, -ain — Port a' chotain, /. 
ootbrom (p. 59) — Allt a' chothruim, 5. Lochan a' cloth- 

niim, M, 
oWli» blood, death; Adj, red — Crii-leacann, C,R. 
eril>liliaeh, devout, and as Noun, critbhaiche, a devout one — Eilean 

a' chribhaiche, M. 
or4o, croc, a deer's ham — an Ciicaiche, Af . 
orMli, suffering, /^rm^n/— Cr^b-leathad, M, (?) OA, which see. 
eraniiy a tree — a nuist, croinn; crann — Goirtean nan crann, 

Ard nan crann, M. Rudha nan crann, /. Whence cran- 

nag, a wooden structure, as the old "lake dwellings" — 

latterly a pulpit — Loch na crannaige, A.I. a' Chrannag, 

KM.L. 
oraobhy a tree, craoibhe ; craobh — Rudha na craoibhe, V. 

Leac na craoibhe, K. 
oraagr, an across-land, craisg — ^an Crasg, 5. Allt a' chraisg, 

Z. Crossan, M. ; also of same meaning. Crossiebeg and 

Crossaig, AT. 
oreaoh, spoil, plunder, hosting — Creach-bheinn, S.M. Creach- 

leac, P. Cnoc creach, R, 
ereaohann, a rugged, broken hillside — an Creachann, K.L. 

Kinachreachain, R. 
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oreaff, a rock, creige, whence dims., creagan and ereagaig and 

Adj. creagach — Creag nam faoileann, C. Ceann a' chreagain, 

S. Beinn chreagach, M., and Creaglan, Z. 
oreamh, gar/tc — Creag a' chreamh, /. Lochan creamha, 

Allt nan creamh, K. 
oiiadh, day, creadha — Uamh na creadha, A. a' Chriadhach 

mh6r, M, 
oiiathar, a sieve — ^an Criathar, A^. Lochan a' chriathraich, Z. 
oiiooh, a march, end (as Lat finis), -criche — Allt criche, M. 

Tigh na criche, C. B^rr na criche, K. 
oiioman and eriomag, a little bit — Allt a' chriomain, M. 
erton, little — Crion-l^rach, M. Loch a' chrion-doire, Z. 
oiitheann, the aspen tree — Critheagan, C. Srbn a' chritheag- 

ain, G. 
cr6, a pen, stye — Cr6 na b6 glaise, M, Goirtean a'chrb, /. Aird 

a' chrbtha, M. Creag a' chrbtha, Z. Port nan crb (Shuna). 
erooh, hang, whence crochadair, a hangman, and crochaire, one 

deserving to be, or having been, hanged — Tom a* chrochadair, 

A, Tom a' chrochaire, M, Stac a' chrochaire, K, 
orodh, cattle, cniidh — Meall a' chruidh, 5. 
orbfiTy a claw, paw, whence dim., crbgan, Af., and Maol na 

crbige, M. 
orois, a cross and across, croiae — Achadh na croise, M, Po(t na 

croise, -P. Druim na croise, Z Crois-bheinn, V. 
eroit, a croft, croite — Croit an tuim, C Rudha na croite, M. 
^trwoLt bent; whence cromag, a hook; croman, the bent one — a 

snipe; and Ad;\ cromagach — Port crom, K. Allt a' chrom- 

ain, J,K, Rudha cromagach, K. 
ordnan, a *' croon,'* purring, -ain — Cnoc a' chrbnain, M, Eas 

nan Crbnan, Z. 
emaoh, a pile, stack, cruaiche; whence Cmachan, IM.P> — 

Cruach nan tarbh, C, Cruach nam fellma, Lochan na 

cruaiche, G. a' Chruach, F,C.K. 
eroaidh, ^r^— Cruaidh-ghleann,/. 
criib and erbb, a claw, cruibe — Cruib,/. 
orad]ia» a horse-shoe — Port na crudha, M, 
ondnn, round— Tigh cruinn, 7. Port nan clach cruinne. 
omllaoh, see p. 11 1 — Port nan Crullach, Af. 
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orim, a crawn^ top — Criin-loch, V. 

eti9 a dogy coin ; con — Achadh nan con, F. Cruach nan coo, M. 

Blir nan con, K. 
enairt, a round, circuit — Cam-chuaxrt, C. 
eiiAii, the ocean, cnain — Bail' a' chuain, Z. 
otibair, a cooper; -«i^i — Cnoc nan ciibairean, M, 
oabliaff, the cuckoo, 4dge — Loch na cubhaige, C.S.L. 
oMl, a nook, recess, -e — ^a' Chhil, G.L Ard-cbile, Z. Port na 

ciiile, Ciiil na seamrag, K. 
onilo, a reed, -e — Port na cuilce, CoL Lochan chuilceachan, C, 
ciiileacr, a fly, -eige; -eag — Lochan na cuileige, M, 
enilean, a whelp, cub, -ein — Cruach nan cuilean, K.C. Doire 

nan cuilean, M. 
enilionn, holly, -inn — Camus a' chuilinn, G. Rudh' a' chuilinn, 

Z. Sr6n a' chuilinn, K. Meall a' chuilinn, 5. 
enlinhne» memory — Cnoc na dl-chuimhne, M. 
OQinneacrf a wooden pail, water-carrier, -eige ; -eag — Loch nan 

cuinneag, R, 
ctdrty a court, -e— Camus na cdirte, F. 

ebl, back, as opposed to front — Chlird, Z. Chi a' mhuilinn, M. 
enllaoli, a boar, -aich — Mim a' chuUaich, V. 
eninhn.ngf narrow; as Noun — Cumhang m6i,J, 
enraohy a corcule — Port currach, K. 
emray see corracoxra, a heron — Lochan a' churra. A, Meall 

na curra, V, 
emraohd, a hood, mutch, -aichd — Currachd m6r, F. 
cunuoh, a racecourse — 2J Currach, R. Currach m6r, K. 
cntliaohv madness, -aich — Crbb a' chuthaich, M. 

di^ two — Beinn (ea)dar (dhit) loch, F. Gleann eadar 6k chnoc, 
K. Gleann (eada)r (dh)^ loch = Glenralloch, K. Cnoc an 
dk chinn, M. Bardaravine « B^rr eadar dhi bheinn, K. 

dail, afield, dale, dalach—Dail, L Meall dalach, C. Ciil na 
dalach, Z. 

djdr — Lochan na diiridh, M. 

dail, blind, and as Noun, dall; doill, a blind one — Gart an 
doill, M. 
, a water-dam — an Dam (Loch Avich)» Z. 
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damh, an ox^ daimh; damh — Maol an daimh, M. Doire 
dhamh, 4^. Ton* dhamh, P. Meall nan damh, 6^., and 
dim., Eas damhain^ C Meall an damhain, V. 
daraoh, oak^ -aich; -ach — Bacan daraich, 5. Doire daraich, 
M, Achadh nan darach, P. As Adj. Bkrr darach, K. 
Druim darach, C. Gleann darach, K, 
deacrh, good — Deagh-choimhead, Z. 
deala, a leech^ -chan — Loch nan dealachan, / 
daanntag, a nettle^ -aige, with Adj\^ deanntagach. 
deararaoh — an Derarach, M. (note). 
dearo, a berry^ -an, dim. -ag — Coire nan dearcag, Beinn nan 

dearcag, M. Loch nan dearcag, G, 
dearcTf red — Dearg-allt freq. Rudha dearg, G. Srbn dearg, C 
detoadb, an exiUy -aidh — Port an debraidh, Z. 
deuchafnn, difficulty — Cnoc na deuchainn, M, 
digTy tf ditch^ -e — ^an D\g, A, Means ** a dyke " also. 
dioly recompense — Lochan d\ol Choinnich, Z. 
diolaid, a saddle^ -e — ^an Diolaid, Af . Diolaid mh6r, K, Port na 
diolaide, /. Rudha na diolaide, Af . Diolaid nam fiadh, L 
diiililiy bad^ the worst — Deucheran, K. 

dobhar, water^ -air; whence d6bbran, an otter ^ -ain — Lochan 
ddbhrain, K. Lochan an ddbhrain, A. Gleann an d6bh- 
rain, Z (Rum). Beinn dobhrain, P, 
doid, the hand^ grasps -e ; hence a holdings farm — Bagh na doide, 

Doidey&fwj, K. 
doire, a thicket^ grove — Doire donn, G. Doire na mart, V. 

Srbn-doire, K. Bail* an doire, P. Garbh-dhoire, K. 
ddirlinn, an isthmus (p. 15). 

domhaiw, deep — Gleann domhain, Z. Allt (d)omhain, M, 
ddmlmaoh, Sunday {L^X, dominica\ -aich — Maol an dbmhnaich, 

M, Beinn dbmhnaich, C. 
donn, brown — Sloe an eich dhuinn, Z. 
doroha, dark — Doire dorcha, M, Srath dorch, Z Cruach 

dorch, Z. 
dorus, a door, opening, -nis — an Dorus m6r, Z. 
dreaffhan, a dragom—Loch an dreaghain, M. — droighinn (?) 
dris, the bramble-bush, -6 ; -eaa, whence dim., drisea;, -eige^ and 
Adj\ driaaach — Beinn na drise, M. Druim driseig, K, 
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Lag na driseige, M. Ard-driseig, R, Port driseach, C 

Doire driseach, G, Goirtean driseach, M. 
droobald, a bridge^ -aide — Ceann na drochaid, /. Ard na 

drochaide, Af . Cos an drochaid, K. 
drolg^heaan, thom^ -inn ; whence droighneach, a tkomwood — 

Port an droighinn, / Tigh an droighinn, K. Ard an 

droighinn, P» Gleann nan droigheann, A, 
droman, the alder-tree^ -ain — Barrach an dromain, M. 
dmlm, a back^ droma (Lat. dorsum) — Srbn an droma, P. Ceann 

an droma, M. Tigh an droma, P. na Druiminean, V. 

Drumlemble (N,\ K. Dniim nan torran, 5. ; whence 
dminmeaoh — Ard-dniimnich (twice), A, 
duathar, a shade^ -air and -ach — Beinn na duatharach, M. 
dnbhy blacky whence dnblian, afish-hooky and dim., dubhaig — 

Dubh-chladach, Dubh-loch, Lochan-dubh, K, Dubh-leitir, 

CM. Loch nan dubhan, 5. Abhainn dubhan, R, (River) 

Dubhaig, M., and Poll an dubhaidh (gerund), AJX. 
dnileacr, a leafy -eigd ; -ean — ^Allt nan duileag, Z. 
dnileasflT* dulsty -isg— Eilean an duilisg, Col. 
dvine, a man (homo); daoine — Rudh' an duine, /. Port an 

duine, P. 
dtui, a heap^ (2) a fort — dim., Dunan, P.C, Dun an bir, C, 

and see Duns, p. xix. 
dmiaoli, woey -aiche — Glac na dunaiche,/. Tom dunaiche, R, 

Creag na dunaich, C 

eabar, mudy a marsh — Eabar (Apper), mor and beag» Af . 

a horsty eich; each — Piirc an eich,y. na h-eich dhonna 
(rocks), Z. Sloe an eich, F. 
r» between (Lat. inter\ See d^. 
eagal, fear, -ail ; whence Adj, eagaUach, used also as noun — 

Cruach an Eag'laich, Z. Eilean an eagail, R. 
eag l aia, a church (Lat. ecclesia)y -e; -ean — Eaglais Bhbgain, 
Baile na h-eaglaise, I, Aird eaglais, M, 
, a swan — Loch nan eala, P. Rudha na h-eala, 5. Loch 
nan ealachan, A. 

nn, the brainy -e — Sgtir na h-eanchainne, C 
earasaid, /. See p. 151. 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE GAELIC ELEMENTS IN NAMES 20i 

earba, a roe, dim., earbag-aige ; -«g — S^lean na h>earba, A. 

Doire na h-earbaige, K. 
etonaeh, bloody flux (in cattle) — Ach' an' ekrnaich, /. 
earrach, spring, -aich — Crb-earraich, /. 
eas, a waterfall; Adj. easach — Eas dubh, S. Tigh an eas, Z. 

Torr an eas, M, AUt easach, F, Dims., Bun easain, M. 

Inbher easragain, F. 
easaoh, see eaa. Compare names in -ach, p. 8. 
easlraisr, a bishop {episcopus) — Clach an easbuig, K. Eilean an 

easbuig,/. 
easoarald, an ^^ ex-friend,, * enemy — Tigh an eascaraid, V. 
eascairt, K., from eas (above) + ag + 2drd. 
eidlieaiin, ivy, -inn — Camus eidhinn, S. Torr an eidhinn, V. 

Leac 6dhne, Qtm eidhinn, I, 
eilean, an island— Ac\izAh nan eilean, S,, and freq. 
eilid, a hind, ^ilde ; -ean — Ath na h-^ilde, S, Cnoc na h-dilde, 7. 

Achadh an eilid, C Tom n^n 61dean, M, Lkirig dilde, F. 
eUthireaoh, a pilgrim, -ich (from eile, other, + tir, land— a 

pilgrim) — Loch nan eilthireach, K. 
eireaff, a pullet, -eige — Cnoc na h-eireige, K, 
Sirionnaoh, an Irishman, -aich — Dail an Eirionnaich, Z. 
^teaoh, burnt roots of heath, -ich — Sgur an ^itich, Z. 
edma, ^arA?y— Goirtean ebrna, A.K, 
enii, a bird, eoin ; enn — Eun-loch, Z. Dail an coin, Z. Sgeir 

an eoin, A, Lochan eun, K. 

fMi, a peat — Airidh- and Achadh-nam fkd, K, Cruach nam Old, K, 

ilAda, long — Druim fada, Z Beinn fhada, M, 

fBiohe, a ''green,** field— Dubh-fhaiche, Z 

ISdre, a ridge, sky-line — Fkire bhuidhe, M. 

fEdre, a watch, guard— Cnoc faire, K. Cnoc na faire, LL, 

Beinn na faire, K, 
fiunhalr, a giant, ogre — Torr an f hamhair, A. V. 
ftuifir, a sheep-pen, fjedng {N,) — Fang dubh, Z na Faing 

krda, M. Allt an fhaing, V. 
flEMibh, spoil, booty — Cnoc nam faobh, V. 
llEUKdiaff, a winkle, -aige; -ag — Liib faochaige, C. Sgeir nam 

faochag, M. 
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ftuklhall, a fordy fkodUa (p. 15)— an Fhaodhail dubh, A. 

Tigh na faodhla, /. 
ftuilleaiiii, a sea-gull^ -inne; -ean — Faoilean ghlas, M. Loch 

na faoilinn, K, Rudha and Port na faoilinn, M, Rudha 

na faoileige (dim.), /.£. 
f&radh, a iadder-'^ajxi Fkradh, Z. V. Meall an fhkraidh, C 
temnlmi, broad — Gleann farsuinn, JM. 
fitoach, a wilderness^ waste place — am Fksach, /. 
fasgadh, shelter^ -aidh ; with Adj. fiiagacli — Ard an fhasgaidh, 

Z. Creag an fhasgaidh, C. Cnoc fasg'ach, C, 
f<Dad» a whistle ; whence feadag, a plover^ ^^ whistler y^ -aige; -ag 

and feadan, a flute (G.) — Cnoc na feadaige, Z. Fidden, Af, 
I a sheefs tally -ain ; -ean — na Feamainean, Z 
JT, a hoody craw; (2) a ^^Icuy-bed^^ — Beinn and Cnoc 

na feannaige, M. Leanag na feannaige, Z Srath na 

feannaig, K. Rudha nam feannag, V. 
flaar» a man (Lat. Vir)y flr ; fear — Uamh nam fear, Z Rudha 

and Lag nam fear, M, 
fe&ma, the alder-tree ; whence fefanach, an alder wood^Doire 

fekrna, Z Fasadh fekrna^ E. Sloe nam fekma, X, Fekr- 

nach, JT.Z, Cruach nam feama, P» 
ftttb, a vein, sinew ; (2) f§ithe, a bog (G.) — Feith a' chaoruinn,y. 
febUlf fleshy febla — Coire na febla, Af. Sloe na febla, Af, 
fooirlin (p. 26), K.Ii. 

fe6rair» a squirrely -aige ; -ag — Innis nam febrag. A, 
fenr, grass, fe6ir — Feur-loch, K.L. Eilean an f hebir, Ai, 
fiadh, a deer, fi§idli; fladh-*Eas an fh^idh. A, Sgeir an 

fhfidh, Af. 
flaSy old form fto, hairy is the stem in flaagan, a mussel ( « fiasag- 

an, the bearded one), -ain ; -an — Leathad nam fias, G. Meall 

nam fiasgan^ A. 
fIdUeIr, a fiddler y -ean— Beinn an fhldhleir, C 
fidheal, afiddUy fidhle— Leac na fldhle, F. 
flnoham (= flonn, white, + citfn)— Fincharn Castle, Z. 
fiodh, woody flodha — Fiodhan, P. Bealach an fhiodhain, Z. 
Aon, wine — Tobar an fhion, C 

fionn, white — Fionn-ard, P, Finnart, C. Fin-charn, Z. 
fireaoh» a moor — Brkigh an fhirich, Af, Fireach na mbine, Z. 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE GAELIC ELEMENTS IN NAMES 203 

flrenn, the eagle (« fior + eim, the true-bird or over-bird) — 

Meall an fhlreoin, A, Allt an fhlreoin, M. 
fltheachy a raven, -ich — Creag an fhithich, 5.Z. Creag nam 

fitheach, Z. Binnein fithich, K. 
fiiuran, a sapling, -ain — Port an f hiiirain, /. 
flinoli, wety damp — Ruighe fliuch, K. 
fola, see ftail — Loch na fola, K. 
fomi, land, district — Leth-fhonn, M, 
g6thaimaW| a thistle {pr. fo^nan), -ain; Adj, -ach — Goirtean 

f6thannanach, K, 
firadharc, sight, look-out, -aire — Creag an fhradhairc, A, 
Frangaohy a Frenchman, -aich ; -ach — Rudha na Frangach, Z. 
ftaooh, heather, firaoich — Fraoch-eilean, ^. Baile fraoich, M. 
Dras, a shower, fh>i8e — Glac na froise mine, M. 
fireasdal. Providence (note) — Loch-fhreasdail, C.K, 
flfeieeada«i a guard (military), -ain — am Freiceadan dubh, the 

" Black Watch.^^ Cnoc freiceadain, Cnoc an fhreiceadain, K. 
fireimili, a root, -a— Meall nam freumha, G, Port nam freumha, V, 
fritb, against (p. 80) — ^Cnoc nam frith-allt, S. 
ftiar, cold; whence fbaran, a small cold spring of water — Fuar- 

achadh, P. fuar-bheinn, F. Binnein kirde fuaire, Z. 

Achadh fuar, C Coire nam fuaran, 5. Eilean an fhuarain, M. 
ftiUy blood, fola — Loch na fola, K. am Blar fola, 4^. 

gabhail (note) — Achadh ghabhal, V. 

gad, a withe, goid; gad — Aird ghadan, C. Bar nan gad, K, 

Eilean nan gad, A. Loch nan gad, M, 
Oiddlieal, a Gael, -il; -eal— Eas a Ghkidheil, A. 
gallbheaoh, stormy, furious — Allt gailbheach, K. 
gjdlleach, a disease oftheguMs in cattle, -iehe — Ard na gkillich, C. 
galUionn, a violent storm, and cold, -inne — Port na gaillinne, K. 
galnmheachi sand, -iche — Tom na gainmhiche, A. Eilean na 

gainmhiche, M. The primary form gaineamh is seen in 

Ganavan and Ardganavain, R. (gaineamhein, a sandy beach). 

Loch gainmhiche, R. 
Gall, a stranger, Lowlander, Gtoill; Qall— Tlr a' Ghoill, M, 

Camus nan Gall, G^. Ckm nan Gall, /. Bealach nan 

Gall. K. Gall-choille, K.R, 
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ffallaa, a branch, a standing stone — Port nan gallan, 7. 

Gallanach, R, Glac ghallan, M. 
gamhainn, a stirk^ gamlma — Achadh nan gamhna, V. Tom 

nan gamhna, C, Eilean nan gamhna, K,P, a' Ghamhnach 

mh6r, M. 
ffaiintar, scarcity, poverty , -air — Tom a ghanntair, A. gaiimtir, 

a prison^ is also possible, or even better in this case (p. 93). 
gAwradh, a gander^ -aidh — an Gdnradh (island), /. 
gaotb, windy gaoithe ; and Adj's. gaothach, gaothail — Bealach 

gaoithe, Z. Bealach gaoth-niar, 7. Bealach gaothach, C 

Gaothail (river), Af. Dun dk ghaoithe, M, 
garaidh, a den^ /^V^^/— Gairidh uisge, M. 
garbh, rough; whence garbhlach, rough ^wn//— Garbh-allt 

freq. Glac gharbh, G. Garbhlach m6r, A. Garbh- 

shr6n, Z. 
gart — Seann-ghart, Gart breac, Gart na cekrdach, 7. Gart na 

gekrrach, K, Allt ghartain, P. 
gas» a twigy stalk, faiae ; gas — Cruach na gaise caoile, Z. 
gatb, a stingy dart, gatlia — Loch a' ghatha, K, 
gtodh, a goose, gebidh ; g^adh — Loch a' ghebidh, /. Clach a' 

ghebidh, K, 
geal, white — Uisgeacha geala, M. 
gealaoh, the moon, -aiche — Lochan na gealaiche, L. 
geamhradh, winter^ -aidh — Baile geamhraidh, M. V. 
getor» j>&^r/— Gekrr-abhainn, G. Loch gekrr, Z. Bealach 

gekrr, K. Cinn a' ghekrrloch, V, Whence geairach, 

diarrhcea^ " taken short." 
gekrr^ cut; whence gearran, a geldings -ain ; -an, and geaxradh, 

a cutting — Achadh nan gearran, G, Bealach ghearran, Z. 

Rudh' a' ghearrain, M. Srbn a' ghearrain, P. 
geata» a gate — Tigh a' gheata, K, 
geodha, a creek — Geodha ceann dk aoinidh, M. 
glall, a hostage^ pledge — Uamh nan giall,y. 
glbeaoh, ragged — Beinn ghibeach,y. 
gllle, a lad, -an — Abhainn ghillean, Cam nan gillean, y. 
glabhas, fir^ -ais ; whence giiibhaach, a fir-wood, and dim. 

Oitibhsachan, S. Glac a' ghiubhais, G. Allt a' ghiubhais, Z. 

Leac a' ghiubhais, M. 
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fiTlac, a delly small vaUey^ glaice ; glac — Glac bheag, Z. Bail' na 

glaice, K. 
fiTlamradh, a smith's vice — Rudh a' ghlamraidh, Z. (note). 
fiTlaodh, a cry, call, glaoidh— AUt a' ghlaoidh, K. 
fiTlaSy grey and green (note); whence glasach, ley land — Glas- 

bheinn, V. Glas-druim, P, Sgeir ghlas, Beinn ghlas, M. 

Achadh glas, K. 
fiTlas, grey ; whence glaiseach, ley-land— '^wi^ a' ghlaisich, M, 
firleaan, a glen^ glixm — Gleann rainiche, M, Gleann m6r, A, 
gnoby a hillock, knolL See cnap, p. 34. 
gob» a beak, gnib — Gob seileach, A. Gob a' ghrianain, K. an 

Guibein, M. Gob dubh,/. 
fiToliliay a smith, gobhainn, goiUme — Peighinn a' ghobhainn, M, 

Bail' a' ghobhainn, M, L, Goirtean a' ghobhainn, K. 
fiTObhal, a fork, -ail ; -al ; Adj. g6bhlach— an G6bhlach (hill), K. 

Gleann gdbhlach, Z Sgeir ghdbhlach, A, 
STObhar, a goat, goUiar and goibhre ; -ar — Gleann na gobhar, G. 

Baile na gobhar, F, Qim goibhre, Z. Stob goibhre, F. 

Maol nan gobhar, Z Eilean nan gobhar, V, 
firoirtean, see gart ((?.) — an Goirtean. Coire 'ghoirtein, Z 
gon, wound; whence gonaidh (gerund) — Coill a' ghonaidh, M, 
gorm, green, blue (note)^Gleann and Rudh gorm, M. 
grtoda, ugly — Creag ghrknda, K.F, 
greideal, a grill, gridiron — Greideal Fhinn, A. 
gronsalohe, a shoemaker, -eaa — Coire nan greusaichean, S. 
griaji, the sun, gr^e; whence dim. Qxianaii {F,), a sunny 

patch of land, and Adj. gxianail — Sgur na gr^ine, S. Ob 

gr^ine, Grianan, Gob a' ghrianain, K. Cnoc grianail, Z 

Grianaig, Z. 
grlsionn, brindled (grls + fhionn, gray-white). 
gmagaoh, a maiden, brownie (note), -aiche — Lochan na gruag- 

aiche, A. 
grnal, coal, charcoal, gnail — Coill' a' ghuail, Z Cnoc and Port a' 

ghuail, K. 
Srnala, the shoulder, -aim ( G.) — Guala na leitreach, M. Gualann 

dubh, M. Guala nan dirn, K» 
giiiiiiiein» a blue dye or colour, from gonn — Rudh' a' ghuirmein 

and Eilean a' ghuirmein, M. 
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ialtafir, a bat^ ^aige; -ag — Cnoc nan ialtag, Creag nan ialtag, K, 

Ian, a ^/n/— lan-eilean (Inellan), C. 

ianmn, iran^ -ninn — Cnoc iaruinn, K, 

iasfff fishi iAsig ; iaag ; whence iaasaeh, fishing, iasgair, a fisher — 

Dun lasgair, M. Rudh' an iasgaich, M. lasg-loch, Z. 

Aird an iasgaich, A, 
im, butter^ ime — Lochan an ime, A. Tobar an ime, M, Cnoc 

an ime,yi Eas an ime, M, 
inlihear, a confluence^ -ir — Inbhear a' bhaile, /. Inbhear-aoia, 

R, Ciil an inbhir, Z. Torr an inbbir, M, Rudha na 

h-inbhire. 
iimls, an island; (2) a sheltered vall^ — Innis na febrag, A. 
inntreadli, an entering upon or beginning — Inntreadh, V. 
loobdar, the lower part^ -air; Adj. iochdaradi — an t-iochdar 

freq. lochrachan, Z. 
iolaohy rejoicing, -aich — Barr iolaich, C. Bagh an iolaich, M. 
iolAir» an eagky -6 — Creag na h-iolaire, Z. Cnoc na h-iolaire, 

KJ. Tom na h-iolaire, C. 
iomalrey a ridge of /aff^— lomaire comhnard and lomair' a' 

mhkil, Z lomsdre fada, S. na h-Iomairean, F. (note). 
iomall, a border^ limits or remote part — lomallach, Z 
loaal, low — Eilean losal,/. 
iabbar, the yew-tree^ -air; whence liibhrach, a yew-wood-^Qx&sjg 

an iubhair, M, Sgiir an iubhair, G. an Itibhrach, S.M.L. 

Gleann iubhair, P. 

laoh, a wild duck, -a — Acbadb lacha, K, I^ch nan lach, Z 
]ad]iar» a hoof, -air ; ladh'nui — Loch an ladhair, M, Port an 

ladhair, Z 
laflT, a hollow — Lag, Z. Lagan, Lag a' mhuilinn, Z Lag an 

daimh, C 
lidr, a mare, Ikire — Sgor na Ikire, G, Loch an Ikir (p. 69). 
UdricTy « »wiv (p. 16)— Largie, K.L.R. 
Uunh, a y&tffM/, laimhe — Loch na laimhe, K. 
laogh, a calf, laoigh ; laogh— Gleann laoigh, C, 
IJirfM^lii the site, or mark, of a decayed or destroyed house, -aiehe — 

an Larach bheag, V. an Larach, P. Ard-lkrach^ I.M.P, 

Crlon-larach, M,P, Fuar-larach, AT. Lochan llu-aiche, K, 
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U^tbaehy mire^ -aiche — Camus and Port Ikthaich, Z. 

leao, a flat stane^ flag-stone, lice ; leac — Leac, /. Rudha nan 

leacag, Rudha na lice, an leacann, K. 
leamban, elm, -ain — Achadh leamhain, Z. Beinn leamhain,y. 
leanabh, an infant. Mid, leinibh ; leanaban — Loch an leinibh, Z 
leanaoh, a wet meadow (G,) — Leanach, C 
leargr* a hill -side — LeargoUagain, Lerags, Z. Gleann dk 

leirg, K, 
leathad, a hUl'Side, or side of a valley, leithid — Cromleathad, A, 

Leathad grianach, P, Garbh-leathad, Leathad m6r, M, 

Loch an duibh-leathaid, S. Leac an leithid, M. Leth-allt, 

Z. Leideag, Leathad nan coileach, C. 
leathaa, broad— Ijoch leathan, G. Gleann leathan, Af. 
leltir, a slope (G.) (leth, half, + tir, land), -ire and -each— 

Leitir mh6r, P. Dubh-leitir, A.M Garbh-leitir,/. Gekrr- 

leitir, C. Rudha and Guala na leitreach, Af. 
lephln » leth-pheighinn, halfpenny (land) (G.) — Lephm cille, C 

Lephin corrach and L. strath, K, Lephin-chapel, C. See 

pelghiniL 
letb, a half—ljeCci Thorcuil, M. Leth-allt,/. Lailt, K. 
leniiiy a jump — Leum-sgeir, M, Rudha nan leum, V. 
lian, afield; whence liaaag and Lianach, C. 
liatb, grey — Cam liath, Guala an liath ghuis (see gas), V. Coire 

liath, na Liathanaich, M, Cruach doire leithe. 
linne (G.), apool—Linne a' mhuirich, JC, an Linne-sheileach 

(L. Linnhe). 
lion, fill; lionadh, filling, the flood'tide^—Kudha. and Port an 

lionaidh, P. 
lion, a net, Vol; lion — Achadh lion, P. 

lion, flax, lint, lin — Glac an Un, M, (or, perhaps, the word pre- 
ceding, a nel). 
liop, a lip, -e — Rudha na leip, Af. 
Ii08, a garden, enclosure, stronghold — Lios-m6r (p. 73). 
lobhar, a leper, -air — Abhaiim lobhair, Z. (p. 44). 
loob, a lake, a sea-loch, locha — Gleann locha, K. Ceann locha, K. 
lod, a puddle; dim., lodan, -ain ; -an — an Lodan, P. 
loiagte, burned — Goirtean loisgte, Gart-loisg, Z Torr-loisg, Ai. 
lorn, naked; whence loman, -ain, a naked (needy) one. 
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IbiOf a marshy loin ; dims., Lbnan and Lbnac — L6n m6r, L./, 

Tigh an 16in, K, Eilean an Ibnain, K. Srbn lonaig, C 
lOBff, a ship, Iniiige; long — Dail an long-airt, C, (p. 25). Lag 

na luinge, R. 
lonffart (p. 25). Barr, Chi, and Dail an longairt, AT. 
lorff* a staffs Inlrge ; lorg — Tom luiige, K. (note). 
lOMdd, a trough^ I.K.L. 
losirsum, a toad^ -aixma; -ann — Dun losgainn, C Loch los- 

gann,y.^. Beinn nan losgann, A. 
loaehair, rushes, and -ach for Gen, and Adj. — Srath luach- 

rach, /. Achadh and Barran luachiach, £. Luacharan, V. 

Luachragan, Z. 
IVBdh^/ul/ing of cloth, liiaidh — Lag a' mhuilinn-luaidh, M, 
liib, a bend, curve, liiibe; Itib— Lhb (Loop), K. Srath nan 

Ibb, C. Lhb^ilde,r. Loch Ihbanach, /. 
Inrachy lovely — Loch lurach, K, 
liirgA* the shank, tibia, Inigann — an Lurgann, V, Achadh 

lurgainn, M. an Luirgneach, P. 
I11S9 an herb, Ivfl — Beinn nan lus, M, Lochan lus dubha, Z. 

Cruach lusach, K, 
lusragan, a herbalist (from lus), -ain — AUt lusragain, P.L. 

mAO, a son, mic ; mac — Dail na mac, Z. 

maoliair, a plain, carse (G.) — Machair riabhach, Machri b^ 

and more, K. 
inailailh, a dog (p. 94), -aidh ; -adh — Eilean a' mhadaidh, M, 

Aird a' mhadaidh, Z. Lochan a' mhadaidh-riabhaich, A. 

Cnoc a' mhadadh, K. Achadh na madadh, Bkrr a' 

mhadaidh, Z. 
jnhJgiKBL and m^gachan, a toad (from ml^p, a paw), mltgach, -ah 

= one walking on its paws — Tir a' mhkgain, Z. Srbn mhk- 

gachain, R, 
maffh, afield, maigho — Cnoc maighe. Magh m6r, C 
mainiiir, a fold, enclosure — Mainnir nam iSadh, M, 
mida, a bag (of a bag-pipes especially), wcUlet—Sim MMa, M.I. 
miO, rent, tax, mitil— Tigh a' mhkil, P. 
malalrt, an exchange, market — a' Mhalairt, J. 
' (note) — Sgeir mkldaig, Af. 
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, a round hill (Hills), maim— Coir* a' mhaim, K. 
maocUaoh (note) — a' Mhaodlach, V. 
maol, ^a/^— Maol-achadb, Z. Sgeir mhaol, K. am Maolan, 

Cnoc maolanach, M. Maol-leitir, C. 
maol (noun). See Hills — Maol tarsuinn, M. 
maoraoh, shellfish^ -aieh ; -ach— Rudha na tr^ighe maoraich, M, 

Bruach nam maorach, V, 
mara, see mnir. 

maraff, a puddings -aiga ; -ag — Caraig na maraige, C. 
maraiclie, a sea-man^ from mnir — Rudh' a' mbaraiche. 
marbh, dead^ as Noun mairbh ; marbh — Port na marbh, K,M, 

Guala a' mhairbh, M. 
maroaohdy ridings and marcaicha, a rider (from old mare» a 

horse) — Diman na marcacbd and Diinan a' mharcaicbe, M. 
margadh, a market^ -aidh — Locb a' bbaile mhargaidh,/. 
mart, a cow^ mairt ; mart — Doire na mart, V, 
meadhon, the middle; Adj. meadhonach — Baile meadbonacb, 

M. Cniacb mheadbonacb, M, 
mealladh, deception — Sliabb a' mbeallaidb, 7. 
meall, a lump, heap^ hilly mill — Meall m6r, K. 
meann, a hid^ minn; meami, witb dim. mlnnftln — Loch a' 

mbinn, Z. na Minn (rocks), M. Sgeir na meann, A, 

Beinn na meann, M. 
measaa, a lapdog, -ain — Coir* a' mheasain, C 
mMrleaofa, a thief, -ieh— Port nam meirleach, JM. Gleann 

nam miirleacb, L £as nam miirleach, Z. 
mlal, animal, louse (note) — ^Torran nam mial, S. Lochan nam 

miall, M. Loch a' mhial-choin, P. 
mias, a dish, mMae ; miaa — Port na miise, / 
mln, soft, smooth— 'M\nBid^ P. V. Port m\n, A. 
min, meal, -e — Meall na mine, M. 
ministeir, a clergyman — Port a' mhinisteir, M. 
mliiTiWftagy a year-old goat — Cruach nam minnseag, C 
molaoh, rough, hairy — Torra molacb, A. Tom molach, C 

Srath mollach, K. Creag mholacb, C. Bkrr molach, K.R. 
monadh, a long mountain, -aidh — Monadh meadhoin, V. 
mblm^peat, mdna — Torr na mbna, / Coire na mbna, A.M. 
mdrt great— Btxim mh6r, M. 

O 
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moraire, a lord (mor + fliear, great man) — Coill a' mhoraire, Af. 
morbhaoh, sea-land over which high tides come (p. 17). 
mno, a pig^ midoe; mnc, whence muclach, mncrach (p. 27). 

Allt na muice, /. Leum na muice, K, Gleann na muice, 

M, Coire nam muc, M, Barr nam muc, P, Eilean nam 

muc, a' Mhuchich, M. Coire na muclach, K, 
miioh, smother— AXiX, a' mhdchaidh, M. 
mnidhe, a chum — Allt a' mhuidhe, P. 
Mnileaofa, a Mull-man — Port nam Muileach, C, 
mnileaiin, a mill^ -inn — Cladh a' mhuilinn, G. Poll a' 

mhuilinn, M. Lag a' mhuiUnn, /. 
mnlllohlTiiii a sleeve — Muilichinn leathann, Olthar a' mhuil- 

ichinn, K, 
mjita^ the sea, mara — Achadh na mara, ^.£. 
mnireaoh (p. 17), -ieh — Eilean a' mhuirich, 5. Linn' a' 

mhuirich, J^.P. Port a' mhuirich, JT. 
mnllaoli, the top, -aieh— MulUch bkn, LM. Mulhich dubh, A, 

Achadh a mhullaich, M. 
molt, a wedder, mnilt ; mult — Sloe a' mhuilt, M, Cruach nam 

mult, C. 
mtisgaiiy the horse fish^ -«in ; -an — ^Trkigh nam miisgan, JL 

Naatt a valley (Welsh)— Gleann-nant, P. 

naomh, holy, a saint; whence naomhachd, holiness — Cill an 

naoimh, /. Eilean naomhachd, K. 
nathair, a serpent, nath'rach — Xiridh nathrach, K. 
nead, a nest, nid — Cruach an nid, Z. 
niar^ west, « an + iar — Bealach gaoth niar, /. See siar. 
niffh, wash; whence nigheadaireachd — Lochan na nigheadair- 

eachd, /. 
niffhean, daughter, highna (note) ; whence dim., nineag — Eilean 

na nighinn, Z. Allt nighinn, Z. Loch na h-inghinne, K. 

Loch nan nighean, A. 

6b, a creeh (N.), dim., bban-ain — 6b gr^ine, iT. Tigh an bb, K. 

Rudh' an 6ba, K. an t-6ban, P. 
oohd, eight; whence oclidanih, an eighth (p. 18) — Ochd a' 

mhuilinn, Ochdamh fada, Z 
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r, dun— 'Cnoc odhar, K. Coire odhar, A'./. AUt odhar, Z. 

Mkm a' choir' idhir (a peculiar form), M. Saigh'dean 

odhara, ^f> 
oghAf a grandson — ^Torr an ogha, M, 
dlffh, a virgin — Allt bigh, Z. 
oir, an edge^ border. See Argyll (p. 2) — Oirean, AT. 
oltir, a low promontory (p. 44) — Oitir, L.C, Oitir nam bb, L 
olaan, wooly olaiim — Port na h-olainn, K, 
ollamh, a learned man, -aimh — Crois an oUaimh, Af. 
dmhaii, the froth ofmilk^ -ain — an Tigh 6mhain, M. 
6r, gold^ 6ir — Breaman 6ir, M. Dim an 6ir, C 
6s, the mouth of a river (N,) — Aros, Af. 

pjdro, aparhy -a — Pdirc mh6r, / Allt nam pidrcean, K. 
Iiartaji, a crabfish, -ain; 4Ui — Port a' phartain, Cnoc nam 

partan, Af. Poll nam partan (Eigg). 
psaeadh, sin, peacach, a sinner — Loch nam peacach, M. 
peallaoh, shaggy — Loch peallach, M, 
pearsa, a person, pearsan, a parson — Loch pearsain, Z. 
peiffhinn (G.\ a penny (land) — Peighinn a' ghobhainn, K.M. 

Peighinn na croise, Peighinn a' Ghkidhil, Saor-pheighinn, M. 

Peighinn nan searrach, Peighinn an inbhir, K. Peighinn- 

foar, Peighinn m6r, Ach' na leth-pheighinn, Z. 
pelleir, a bullet, -ean — na Peileirean, L 
piob, a pipe, bag-pipe, pioba ; piob ; whence j^obaire, a piper, 

j^obaireaclid, piping — Cnoc nam plob, M, Cnoc na plob- 

aireachd, L 
ploo, a clod ; Adj. plocach and dim. plocaig — Sgeir phlo- 

cach, L 
poll, a pool, pond, muddy hole, pnill ; poll— Poll m6r, L Poll a' 

mhuilinn, M, Gart an rath phuill, /. Airidh pholl, M. 
port» a harbour, pnirt — Tigh a' phuirt, P. Eilean puirt 

r«dh, K. 
p68adli, marriage, -aidb; -adh (from pte, marry) — Allt nam 

p6sadh, AT. 
preas, a bush, pria ; Adj, preasach — Leac a' phris, V Rudha 

preasach, C. 
piiosan (am), the prison, Z. 
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proP» a prop (Eng.) — Cnoc nam prop, K. 

pnlmll, a tent, -nill — Cruach a phubuill, K. Cnoc s! phubuill, 

PubuU Bum, K. 
imty the young of moor-fowl ; whence patach and dim. pntadian 

— Putach an t-suidhe, Corr putachan, K, 

ri^ r^if— Rk-chreag, R, 

ralneaofa, bracken, fern, -idle ; whence Ranachan (p. 8)— Achadh 

rainich, Z. V. 
riUnh, an oar — Rudha bristeadh riLmh, M, 
TBMgf rang, a boat-rid, spar — Rudha na reinge, Af, 
raon, a plain — Port raoin mh6ir, I^. 
lAiiaoh, noisy, repack, fml-moutAed, foul (of weather), as Fern. 

Noun in Shhean na rapaiche, M, Eilean rkpach (N. of 

lona). 
ratliad, a road, -aid — Dniim an rathaid, JT. Tigh an rathaid, C 
ratli, a fort (note) — Rathuaidh, V. (p. i8). 
reamhar, fat, thick — ^Cnoc reamhar, LK.M. Lochan nam 

breac reamhra, Z. 
reatlia» a ram, tup, -chan — Sron reatha, Z. Beinn reatha, C. 
rAdh, level, smooth — Loch r^idh, L Dniim r^idh, K. Meall 

r^idh, Z. Eilean nan r^ilean, M. Gleann r^idh, K. 
r^ls, a race (note) — Garbh-r6is and Corr-r6is, Z. 
reothalrt, spring-tide — Sruthan reothairt, L 
rlabhaoli, brindled, the colour of the wren, which is called 

riabhag. The devil is the riabhach m6r, the mighty 

singed-one — Coire riabhach, G. Leac riabhach, S, Rudha 

riabhach, P. M6ine riabhach, Dail riabhach, LK, 
ribeadli, snaring, -idh (from rib, ensnare, entangle) — ^Tigh an 

ribidh, M.P. 
ribheidy a reed, -e — Linne na ribheid, M. 
ridire, a knight— Ikudh* an ridire, V. 

liiTb, a king—'B9:\V an righ, P. Rudha and Eilean an righ, M. 
rdmaoh, hairy, " drumly*^ 
rdn, a seal, r6in; r6n — Port nan r6n, M. Loch nan r6n, y. 

Rudha nan r6n, Z. Rbnachan, K. 
rbipt^ rope—\Jamh r6pa, iT. 
roe, a promontory (note) — ^an Ros Muileach, M. 
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madb, red^ brtck-colour ; whence rnadha^, a hind—hWx, ruadh, /. 
Sgeir niadh, M. Ruadh-ghoirtean, Allt ruadh-bbuic, C 
Cnoc na b6 niaidhe, M. Meall nan ruadhag, G. 

mdha, a promontory — ^Tigh an nidha, K, Rudha m6r, M, 

miffhe, a shetUng-ground — Ruighe m6r, V. Ruighe fluich, K, 
Ruighe samhraidh, 5. Ruigh' a' phollain, A, 

minii, a promontory^ zanna — Rhinns, /. Ruinn, A, 

rftisffte, ^fa>&A^— Creag rhisgte, Z. 

sablial, a bam^ -ail ; -al — Rudh' an t-sabhail, M. Achadh nan 

sabhal, K.L. 
sao, a sack — ^Allt nac sac, R. 
sagait, a priest^ -airt — Allt an t-sagairt,/. Creag an t-sagairt, 

Z. Tigh an t-sagairt, L Uamh an t-sagairt, M. 
•airhead, an arrow^ saighde— Leac na saighde, V. Saighdean 

odhara, M. 
sjdl, a heel^ -tean — Rudha nan skiltean, M. 
sidle, saltwater^ sea; whence SIdlean (p. 19). 
salleaofa, see aeileaeh — Barr saileach, R. Salachry » salach 

+ kiridh, M.R 
saill,/!/, -e— Port na saille, M. Bkrr na saille, R. 
galach, dirty — Rudha salach (Shuna). Camus salach, V. 

Airidh-shalach, L Feith shalach, S. 
ffnl*^****^ salt, -ai2Ui — Ard an t-salainn, Z. Port an t-salainn, 

KM. 

a psalm — Loch nan salm, Z. 
I j^TfTv/— Samhnach, CL.V. Samharaidh, V, 
ftamhall, gamhladh, likeness — Cnoc an t-samhlaidh, LK. (note). 
'm***^*'^****, Halhwmas — Maol na samhna, M, 
fiainhradh, summer^ -aidh — Ruighe samhraidh, S. Airidh 

shamhraidh, Z. V, 
saamty greed; whence wmntachadh — Eilean an t-sanntach- 

aidh, M. 
aaoliliafdli, a foo^s den^ -ean — an t-Saobhaidh, AT. Sr6n na 

saobhaidh, P.S. Cnoc nan saobhaidhean, V. 
saod, to drive cattle to pasture — Crdag-shaodain, .S 
saor, a carpenter^ aaoir — Bair an t-saoir, Z. Tom an t-saoir, P. 

Lochan nigh'n an t-saoir, A» 
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r, cheapo free — Saor-pheighinn, M. (p. i8). 
s^dmioli, oppress^ weary^ fdOadiacUi — Mbine an t-skrachaidb, 

K. 
Sarniimaohi an Englishman^ -aieh— Port an t-Sasunnaich, M. 
•eabhaff, a hawk, -aige - -ag — Allt an t-seabhaig, S. Barr na 

seabhag, M. 
sealff^ a hunt, aoUga and sealga — Barr na seilge, K. Cnoc tigh 

sealga,/. Cnoc na seilge, /. Ton* na sealga, M. Druim 

na sealgy Z. 
••all, look, watch, sealladli, sight— QvxdsAa an t-seallaidh, K. 

%^ shamrock, -aige; ag— Cnoc and Ctiil nan seamrag, AT. 

(note). 
, <7ilE/— -Seana-bhaile, M, Seana-ghart, /. 

an ant, -ain; 4Ui — Croit seangain, K, Sgeir an 

t-seangain, F. 
searraoh, a foal, -^dcli ; -ach — Maol an t-searraich, M. Cnoc 

an t-searraich, C, 
86llclieaflr» a snail, -eige ; -eag — Cniach na seilcheige, JT. 
seileaofa, willow, -ich — Ard-seileach, P, Bacan seilach, M. 

Gleann seileach, Coire seileach, Z. Cnoc an t-seilich, K, 
seiliBdeIr, the water-flag, /m— Gleann seilisdeir {Rum), Camus 

an t-seilisdeir, M, 
setoreaoh, a plough-team, -iche ; -aeh — Eilean nan seachd 

seisreach. A, 
sgrabh, sawdust — Arinascabbach, AT. (note). 
Bgadan, a herring, -ain; -aa — Port an sgadain, AT. AUt an 

sgadain, Z. 
agrarbh, a cormorant, Bgairbh — Rudha and Creag nan sgarbb, JT. 

Biod nan sgarbb, /. Creag nan sgarbh, A. 
sgrait, a skate-fish — Baile-sgait, M. Sgait mh6r, C. 
agalagr, a farm-servant, -aige ; -ag — Tom an sgalaig, Z. Druim 

nan sgalag, F. (p. 42). 
Bffidan, a hut, tent (N.), -ain— Loch an sgklain, M. 
Sffelr, a rock in the sea {N.) — Dubh-sgeir, K. 
Bffian, a knife, Bgina — Sgian dubb, Lochan na sgine, C 
Bgiatli, a wing, Bgeitha; -an — Sgiath ruadh, M. Leac a' 

sgiathain, S. Beinn sgiathaig, M. 
Bfflolagr, a sprat, small fish — Loch nan sgiolag, R. 
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Bffltlieaolii tkom^ -ich — Achadh craobh sgithich, V. Achadh 

na sgitheach, C. Loch sgitheig,y. 
Sffliatt siate^ agliatach, slaUy — Port na sgliata, /. Cnoc 

sgliatach, Z. 
BffoUte, split— CresLg sgoilte, M. 
Sffoladh, sculling— Cnoc an sgolaidh, K. (?) Bgoltaidli. 
W6r, a sharp rock; whence Sg6rnach ruadh, Z«, and Adj, 

Bgorach — Sgeir sgorach, M. (note). 
sgratli, a turf cut for roofing or coverings -a ; Adj. agzathadi 

— Sgrath mh6r, M. Lochan sgrathach. Loch na sgratha, 

Bgreag, dry^ agreagach, parched^ dried— IjocY^n sgreagach, K. 
Bgreudi, a scream — Maol nan sgreuch^ M. 
Bgriob, a scratchy a furrow ^ -« — Loch na sgT\oba,y. 
Bgiiodan, the stony trcuk of a mountain torrent^ or a landslips 

-ain; -an — ^an Sgrlodan, M.K.^ and Ix>ch-sgrlodain» M. 

Druim an sgrlodain, A> 
flffuali, a sheaf of com— Cnoc nan sguab, A, 
Sfflur, see 8g6r (note) — Sgdr Dhomhnaill, S. 
metUBJL, a wicker-baskety -ain ; -an — Croit an sgiilain and Croit 

nan sgiilan, J/l Sgiilan beag and m6r, Jt/l D\g an Sgiilain, 5. 
fllan (p. 94)— Beinn shiant, A J. 
star, west J a Motion-to form ; niar is Motion-from — Siar-loch, Z. 

Mul(?)Siar-luich, -£. 
^<fcwaft.«j a rope of twisted hay or straw ^ -ain ; 4Ui — Lochan nan 

sloman, A. Sloe an t-slomain, Z. 
sionnach, a fox^ -aieh — Eilean an t-sionnaich, S. Tom an 

t-sionnaich, M. Loch sionnaich, R. 
idoB, below — Cnoc a' bhaile shlos, K> ^ Nether-town. 
idth and sithcha, a fairy, -ean ; Sithean is the fairy-home — ^an 

Shhean, I.L.M.P. Achadh an t-sithein, M. Sr6n an 

t-sithein, S. 
slaochaa, afloat, sled— Vort an t-slaochain^ M. 
slat, a rod, alaite— Ard na shiite, C. Slatrach (p. 64). 
8leaflrli9 a spear; Adj. sleaghach; as Noun, an t-Sleaghach,^. V. 

Meall and Doire sleaghach, G. 
sliabh, a mountain-side, mountain, al^ibha — Sliabh m6r, / 

Loch sl^ibhe, K. Tom sWibhe, M. SHibhte coire, V. 
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sltee, a shell; Adj, sligneacli, and as Noun^ Sligneach, Lochan 

sligneach, Ardslignish, A. Sligreachan, C 
sliiindrlcli (note)— Tbrr na slindrich, S. 
sliiineaii, a shoulder-blade — Achadh an t-slinnein, S. 
Blios» aflank^ a mountain-side — Slios beag, Z. 
8lifleafir» a shavings -eige ; -eag — Achadh na sliseig, JT. Airidh 

na sliseige, M. 
sloo, a pity alnic ; sloe Adj. sloeach — Sloe, M, Sloe an eieh 

dhuinn, Z. Sr6n and Allt an t-sluic, G, Port an t-sluie. M. 

Creag shlocaeh^ AT. 
sloiBiieaofa, from sloiair, to swill— B^ sloisneach, R. 
slnaflrh, a people, slnaigh — Rudha clais an t-sluaigh, Ai, 
slQgTt swallow; whence slogan and slngaid, the swallow, the 

throat, gullet (G^) — Slugan dubh, M. Meall an t-slugain, S. 

Slugaid a' chniachain, M, Slugaide glas, Z Slugan, Z. 
flmenr, smiar, a bramble-berry, -an — Dail smeuran, K, 
UTiAnih, swim, and as Noun, sni^mh, snaimh — Ard an t-snaimh 

and Caol an t-snaimh, C. 
meaehdy snow, -« — Beinn an t-sneaehda, E. Glac an t- 

sneachda, M, 
flobhraoli, a primrose, -aicha ; -aeh — Allt nan sobhrach, A. 
800, a plough-share, snout, sole ; whence Socach (G.) — Socach a* 

mhaim, Ai. Allt na socaich, K, 
flollleir, clear— Tom soilleir, C. Leae shoilleir, A. 
sorolian, a foot-stool, -ain— Cnoe an t-sorchain, S. Cruach an 

t-sorchain, S, 
speireagy the sparraw-hawh, -dge — Cnoc na speireige, K. 

Gleann speireige, y. 
spenr^ the sky, firmament — Tigh nan speur, Z 
8i»iitt a spout— aLa Spdt dubh, M 
sratli, a strath — Srath m6r, freq. 
srlaii, a bridle, sreina — Bealach na sr^ine, C. Beinn na 

sr^ine, M. 
artel, a nose, knowe, sr5ine — Garbh-shrbn, Z. Rudha na srbine, 

M, V. Sr6n-doire, K, an t-Sr6n = Strone, freq, 
flratli, a stream, dim., snttlian, -ain — Port an t-snithain, Z 

Tigh an t-sruthain, K, Bodha nan sriilag, M. 
stiilmll, a stable, -nill — Cnoc stabuill m6r and beag, K, 
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stao, a precipice^ staic — Stac nan uan, Z. Airidh stale, JT. 

Camus an staca,y. Allt an stacain, R. 
Btaidhir, a xAu'r— Staidhir chaol, P. 
Btairaneaoh a' phuill, M, (note). 
8talla» a craggy steep {N.)y -cha — Stallacha dubha, A. 
ttttmgf a ditchypool — ^Aird na staing, S. Staing mh6r, Z. 
Bteall, a water-shoot^ waterfall^ still ; -ean — Steallan dubha, A, 

Rudha stilleig, C Steall br, R. See p. 47. 
Btiidr, steer^ a rudder^ stiiiiro — Innis stiliire, P. 
Btob, a stake, ''stob"—Sloh liath, C Stob a' chiiir, G. 
Btto, a cUff, and £ng. store, 8t6ir — an Tigh-st6ir, Z. 
Btiio (Hill-names)— an Sttic, C,K. Sttic bhreac, K. an 

Stiicrach, C. 
Bttoy ^»j/, or stiur (note) — Ard na stiir, Z. 
Boas, t// or upwards, ahuas, f(^^r — freq. 
Biiiblieafir» a raspberry -eige ; -eag — Rudha an t-suibhein, M. 
Bnidlie, a seat, restingplace — an Suidhe^ M.L. Cnoc an 

t-suidhe, MS. Coire an t-suidhe, C.5. Bealach an 

t-suidhe, JT. Uisg' an t-suidhe, L 
Btdl, the eye, silla — an t-Siiil, C. Lochan na sUa, CM, 

taoar, abundance, plenty, -air — Rudh' an tacair, K. 

tj^ghan, the pole-cat, -ain — Leum an tkghain, V, Creag an 

tkghain, R, 
taillear, a tailor, -eir— Bkgh an tkilleir, M. Cniach an tkilleir, 

JT. £as an tidlleir, A. Allt an tailleir, R. 
tairbeart (p. ao), S.KJ. 

I earth, land, talmhaixm— Ard-thalamh, C. 
, a " brownie,^* -aaag — Creag an tamhaisg, C. 
teaaOL^ shallow, thin — Loch tana, JT. Lochan tana. If. Lochan an 

tana,yi 
taobh, a side, taoibh— Taobh na h*aibhne, P Taobh 

dubh, V. 
taod, a halter, taoid— Gort an taoid, L 
tarbh, a bull, tairhh ; tarhh — Allt an tairbh, MJ, Creag an 

taurbh, Z. Maol an tairbh, /. Gleann thairbh, K. Tervin, 

P, ^ zxk Tairbhein ^ Tairbh + an. 
XBxMbBitih^ profitable, fertile — Baile tarbhach, /. 
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ttomacihaiit aftarmigan, -ain ; -an — Meall an tkrmachain, A. 

Dun-tkrmachan, Z. 
tamlmit transverse^ across — Baile tanuinn, /. Druim tar- 

suinn, S. Beinn thrasda, /. Tarr-sgeir, /. Creag thar> 

suinn, C. (note). 
teaiig»9 a tongue— 9x1 Teanga, M. Tangy, AT. Teanga mhead- 

honach, G. Teanga nan allt, V. 
telne^ fire — Achadh teine» A. Beinn theine, C. Cnoc an 

teine, M. Aird an teine, C.P. 
teltli, hot, and tdithta— Rudha and River Teitheil, P. 
tiffh, a house, tighe — ^Tigh bkn, M. Cnoc an tighe, /. 
tiffheama, a lord, master — Meall nan tigheama, R. 
tUff, throw, shoot, tUgidh — Carn an tilgidh, C 
tiolmrt, a well, tiobairt — Achadh an tiobairt, Z. Blkr an 

tiobairt, K. Ard an tiobairt, V. Port an tiobairt, J, 
tlomiMUi, a tabor, timbrel, -aln ; -an — Mkm an tiompain, M, 
ttr, land, -e— Tir-Fergus, Cinn-tire, K. 
tolmr, a well, -air — Tobar-Mhoire, M. 
tobha, a tow, rope, -aehan — Cnoc nan tobhachan, Af. Rudh' an 

tobhaidh, K, 
tobhta, turf, a roofless wall^Dsil tobhta, JT. 
tograilf a lifting (note) — Togail bhreaca, M. 
toltt smoke, -e— Toit dubh, iT— but doid, tobhta, which see. 
tolm, a round, law hillock, tnilm; Adj\ tolmach — Rudha 

tohnach, Z. 
toll, a hole, tnill— Uamh an tuill,/ 
torn, a hillock, ttiim ; torn — Tom-krd, Z. Croit an tutm, C. 
tba, the fiindament-^Thn mhbr, L Ton riabhach, K, 
tonn, a wave, tninn ; tonn--Loch-thonn, M. 
tore, a boar, tnire ; tore — T6rr an tuirc, K.P, Beinn an tuirc, K. 

Allt nan tore, M. 
tbtTf a round hill, tidr {G.y-an T6rr, JT. na Torran, G. 

Druim nan torran, S. na Torrannan, T6rr-loisg(te), Ceann 

an tiiir, Af. 
trMflrlif the shore, tragha, traghad— Ceann trkgha, A./.M. an 

Trkigh bhkn, M. Traigh gheal, M. Gart na trkgha, Z 

Ceann na trkghadh, Z Dail na traghad, P. Cinn- 

tragha, A. 
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trUll, a thrall, slave, tridlle— Rudha na trkille,/. See p. 139. 

traoffh, ^^^— Eilean traoghaidh, K, 

trasda, transverse — Beinn thrasda, /. 

tnuiy gather, trniaealacli, a gatherer — Rudh' an truisealaich,yi 

tnagh, an axe, tnaighe — Lochan na tuaighe, A. 

tnlaoh, a >^7/^^>(— Tullich, Z. 

tmrna, a vat — Ard-tunna, M, 

uaohdar, the upper part, -air; Adj. uaclidarach— Ceann uach- 

darach, /, Gleann uachdarach, /. Bail' uachdarach, Barr 

uachdaracby K, 
vaine, green (note) — Cuil uaine> Lochan uaine, L. 
namh, a cave, namlia; namh — Aird na h-uamha, P. Uamh- 

annan donna, /. na h-uamhachan, I.E, Srbn uamha, K, 
nftiwhar^ dread, -air ; ar — Glac uamhar, At. 
van, a lamb, nain ; uaa — Eilean nan uan, Airidh nan uan, K. 

Stac nan uan» Z. 
nchd, the breast, and nehdach freq — Uchd nan clach, / 
nileann, the elbow, nilne — an Uileann, V, Eilean uilne, V, 
nfimwoaniij ash, -inn — Lag an uinnsinn, A. Aird uinnsinn, V. 
nisffe, nra/^r— Dubh uisge, G.L, 
nlaidhy a treasure — Bealach na h-ulaidh, K. Cnoc na h-ulaidh 

Z Lag na h-ulaidh, R. Sgor na h-ulaidh, F. 
to, new — Bail' hx, freq. Aoineadh hx,J. 
urohair, a shot, nreh'racli — Beinn na h-urchrach, A, 
um»9 an in/ant, youngster, columnar roch — Tigh an urra, Z 
umisflTt a goblin, ^^ brownie** — Coire an uiniisge, M. 
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THE NORSE ELEMENTS 

The Norse names in Argyll are hardly ever quite pure. 
They have come under the Gaelic influence so strongly 
and for so long that their grammar is now nearly always 
that of Gaelic, even when they retain their face value 
almost as clearly as in their beginning. The basis of 
naming is nearly the same in both languages, namely 
(i) a descriptive Adjective + the Nominative noun, and 
(2) a descriptive Genitive + the same, for example, N., 
Lang^f = tie long river ; Debadal = dlup-r +dal'n deep- 
dale. The only distinct difference is that whereas Norse 
puts the descriptive first, Gaelic has it second, except in 
the older Gaelic forms, such as Qarbh-allt, rough-stream ; 
Olas-eilean, grey-island; Miiinie-meall, the hill of Joy or 
affection. 

I have thought well to give here a very short 
statement of the Norse noun-declension, because it 
will enable the novice to get an appreciable under- 
standing of forms which otherwise might be a little 
perplexing. 

Norse nouns are classed as Strong or Weak, 
according as the gen. sing, ends in a consonant or 
in a vowel, and there are Three Declensions — with 
some irregular nouns. There are four Cases: Nom^t 
Gen.f Dat.f Au. 

I. The Strong Declension — First (a) Masc. 
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beim-r^ Aome, ti&f tide; {b) Fern. 


eid; isthmus ; {c) 


Neut 


skip, skip. 






{a) beim^tj -s, -/, beim; 


-«r, -tf, -iiin. 


-«• 


tid; -ar, ti&, ti(t; 


'ir^ -a, -inn, 


-M 


{b) eiO; -ar, eid, eid; 


'ir^ -a, -IMD, 


./r. 


{c)8kip, -s, ./, skip; 


skip^ -a, -IMD, 


sik/p. 



Second— (a) Masc. fund^r^ discovery; (b) Fern, niij 
needle; (c) Neut. kls^i, cloth. 

{a) faad'tf -«r, -/, fuAd; ^ir^ -a, -iiin, -/. 

(b) adif ^r^ iii/y nil; -^r^ -a, -frm, -an 

(c) klssdi^ -s, ktetf, klmdi; klasdi^ -a, -frm, kteAf. 

Third — {a) Masc. ve#-r, winter; {b) eilc^ oak; {c) none. 

(a) ve#-r, -ar, -/, ve#r; vetty -a, -imd, ve#r. 
(^) eiky •ar, eikj eik; -r, *a, -frm, -r. 

II. The Weak Declension has genitive sing, and 
plur. in -a or -/a for the masculine ; in -ii or -/ for the 
feminine; sing., or plur., na\ and in -a -aa for the 
neuter. 



& (f.) a river, i-r; i, frequently terminal in River- 
names — Lass-^ I. J., i4or-a, R., Inbher-ae, R. It is first 
in Ar-asSy M, The words aer (f.), « sheep, ewe, -ar; i, 
kt (f.)i (^n oar, ar; a, come readily into the first Norse 
element of Inbher-aoiwf. Byr-r is almost always, if not 
altogether, a sea-coast term — ^abhainn Ar-aig, I. 

akkeri (n.), an anchor -s; -a, with smti, forms the 
very common name Acarsaid, an anchorage, 

ak-r, afield, "acre^—Stor^cbd^aig, I. 
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ill (m.), an eel^ -s; -a, means secondarily (an eel- 
like) channel, and it has other figurative uses. The sing, 
occurs in Aisaig, I., and the plur. in Alasgaig and Aim- 
niMb, M. AMaldb, L, is doubtful. Allivml (p. 97). 

arm-r (m.), a wing, arm, -s; -«, used fancifully of an 
arm of the sea — a bay, frith, &c. — Armadale. 

am = dm, an eagle — Bamadaie, J. 

arr (n.), a scar, -s; -« — Ars^, scar-island, L., or from 
Ari (m.), an eagle — used as Personal name also, fiam- 
said, I. 

ask-r (m.), ask, -« ; -a, secondarily, a spear (of ash), 
a wooden (ash) ship — whence aska-spiller, a pirate, ^^ship- 
spoiler") Asknisb, L. ; Askaig (Port), I.; Dim-Aslui/ii, M.; 
Ascog, from auk^r, + skog^r, the ash-wood, C. Askivmi 
(p. 97). aska (f.), ^zj^j, comes easier into Asgemal, J. 

&88 (m.), a pole, beam, iss ; dssa^ used figuratively for 
a rocky ridge. This is the second element in the Eng. 
windlass = windle + ass, winding pole, A similar word, 
ass (m.) = Ans, gen. pi. mslr, may easily be mistaken for 
the first word — in fact, some have said that the words 
are identical in remote origin. Asa-bus, I., Asa-poi^ M., 
As-dali, ],, come by this way. Perhaps Ashval^p. 97). 

anst-r, east — Tostary, M., with Gaelic t of the Art. 

bSBli (n.), a dwelling, farm, or even a den, or nest, is 
akin to Gael baile, amar-bmll, eagles nest; orms-bmii^ 
a serpents hole. 

bfld-r and by-r, homestead, farm, village, town, estate, 
'jar; -/«. This is the Danish -by of English names. 
Smerby, K., = butter-town, from N. stnjdrr + bm-r, is the 
only instance I have met with on the mainland of the 
county. Knom-baer, I., is nearer the original form, and 
Conisby - koa-r + by. 
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bak (il), a back, -s; -a, as Gaelic bac — and 

bakki (m.), the bank (as, of a river), -« ; -«— Ddmabac 
(Rum). * Am Bae, freq. 

ball (m.), a soft grassy bank^ especially if sloping to 
the shore, -«; -« — Bals^'ay^ I. 

b&ra (f.); a wave^ -11; -ii«, secondarily, a waving 
surface — Bandai^ L Barapol (Tiree). 

bjork (f.), btrcA, bjmrk-ar; -a-Siorgaig^ birch-wick. 

bjarg (n.), is a precipice^ or seaside rock — Barkevai 

(P- 97)- 

bjart-r, bright — ^Diin-M/onteiDa/i (p. 121). 

bjom (m.)> ^ ^^^^y blam''ar; -a — Beamasaig^ I. 
Bemen, P. Coll. Bearaasgeir, Tiree. 

blad (n.), ^? &^, a '* blade" of grass, -s; "Ja—Bladda, 
J. There is, however, a difficulty, as will be observed, 
with the sing. gen. in -s, and even with the plural, I 
prefer therefore to take the Adj. ftat'r, flat, as the base 
of the name — the same as is found in Piadda, L., and in 
Pladda, P., all meaning the same thing, _^/ island, with 
"Cy as -a (p. 132). 

bodl (m.), a breaker, " a boding," hidden rock. There 
is a Norse proverb, vera sem bodl 3 sketi, said of a rest- 
less man, as a breaker on a skerry, which shows that the 
Norse, like the English idea (perhaps secondarily), applies 
to the wave upon it rather than to the rock itself. This 
word is very common, usually written bogha (p. 99). 

bol (n.), a homestecul, abode, -s; -a, combined with 
stad^r, a steading, it forms bolstadr, which has a big 
place in the Norse names of Argyll and of Scotland, as 
terminal "bols, "Ois, ^olf "boMt, "bus, "Sta. 

boli (m.), a bull, as in Bolsa, I. 

borg (f.), stronghold, castte, 'ar; -a. Gaelic has 
assimilated the word in several ways. There is Burg 
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and DhO'tbulrg, M. ; Borrodale, A.V. ; Bomcbaii, 
Borocbil, Borenigf L, with Dim, dahr^ daJfi^ vik. Borga^ 
dale, K.M. ; Bouthlaig, A. ; Budha Bomige m6ire (Tiree). 
Bail' a' bborgaia, K. ; (M-bbuirg (lona). Beam-bbulrg, 
I. Arivirig = hixidh a' bhnirg, E. Bbonmail (Coll). 

branna; a craw, has been given for Braaaabas, I., 
but I have not been able to find the word, so I prefer 
breaaa. 

brand (n.), food, living, ^^ bread,** secondarily, a 
parsonage, in the Eng. sense of a "living." In Brosdale, 
for example, bro, a bridge, is impossible, because the 
word is fem. and would give a gen. in -«r; and for a 
similar reason btokk't (m.), a badger, cannot enter into 
the name, but brok (n.), bad, black grass is perhaps the 
most direct word. It was used by the Norse in their 
home-names, for instance, Brokey {Land). 

brenna {I.), afire, buming^Brannabus, Brianabus, I. 

bnin (f.), ^e-brow, land-brow, "brae," -«r; 'a—Bruo' 
ericaa, K. (p. 25). This is the only instance in the 
county of this name-word. 

k&l (n.), cabbage, ^* kale*' — Caulabus, I., or, better, 
kald't^ cold, as in Cailart (p. 11) and in Cailanisb and 
many other names. 

kalf-r (m.), a calf, -s; -a, used fancifully of a small 
island, or island-rock, which is close to or "calf" to 
another and larger island. It comes into Gaelic as 
Oalbh, gen. Oailbh, and it occurs frequently — ^the Calf of 
Man, an Oklbh Hnileach, &c. 

kappal (m.)> a horse, nag—Keppols, I. Oeapasaidh 
(p. 146), or from kepp^r, a stick. 

ketill (m.), a kettle, cauldron. The word comes 
largely into the early rites and religion of the Norse 
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people for reasons that cannot be here gone into (but 
sec Cleasby in voc). We find the word now softened 
down to Jfce/ and kii at the end of Personal names — Leth- 
Tborkii, M. ; Abatvie, A. — both which names are based 
on the name TorquU = Tbot^s Ketili, and the name 
MacAskil = Ans + KetilL Aharacle is Ath - Tborcuii, 
Ts/ord. 

kid (n.), a kid, gen. kidja — Ard-cbiavaig, I. 

kiim (f.), a cAin, cheeky ^ar; -a, in Kiaaabus, Kiaaa^ 
bolSf I., with which may be compared the Gaelic body- 
names, aodaui, /ace; bridgh, cAest; meill, cAin, &c. 
Kyna, a queen (see koaa), may, better perhaps, come 
into Kyaagany, KianabuSf \. 

kirkja (f.), a ckurcAy -/ir; -na — KirkapoU Oircnis, 
(Tiree). Oirgadal, A.L 

Ejallar (m.) is a poetical name of Odin — Coilabus, I. 

kjarr (n.), a copse-wood, brusA-wood — Camdaie, K.A. 
Cambus, I. In Norse home-names kfarr^skogr is for a 
brusA-wood. CsiSAbr, I. K.M. Com, K. CaiWsils/e(p. loi). 

kjol-r (m.), a keel, ^ar; a keel simply, secondarily 
used of a keel-shaped hill, or island. Kl6il (m.) is a 
" keel " in the sense of sAip^ or barge, &c. — Kelsay and 
Ceisa, I. 

klett-r (m.), a cliff, cragy comes into Gaelic as 
a' Ghleit, which is a very common name. 

knap-r (m.), a knob (p. 34), frequent in Gaelic as 
an Onap. 

koUa (f.)f a kind, Aom-less deer, and koll-r (m.), a 
kill, summit. To the former I refer Colha (p. 122), to 
the latter Coll(o)S''a (Colonsay), although this last is not 
quite clear. CoUabuSf I. 

kon-r (m.)i a ** king," nobleman, and kona (f.)i a 
queen. The former is in Coaisby. 
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korn (n.)i grain^ corn — Comaig, M., Tiree, &c. 
Comabus, L 

korp-r (m.), a raven. I have wondered whether this 
may not be after all the base in the name Corpach. I 
have noticed a strong disposition towards rat/^»-names 
in the Lochaber Corpach, and I have some difficulty in 
accepting the explanation given at p. 14. 

kStt-r (m.), a cat, katt-ar—CattadaJi, I.K. 

kr& (f.), a neuk, " comer" — Crane, R. ; Craro, p. 33. 

kr&ka (f.}i a crow — Cmgabas, I. There is also krikr 
(m.), a crow. 

kria (f .)i tA^ tern — Crioaaisb. 

lafni (f.), a cross — CrisbnJsb, M. N. krfsi-vik, 
crosS'Bay. 

kro88 (m.), a cross, and as Adj. across — Crossaig, K. 
Crossapol in Coll, Tiree, L, &c. Carsamail, Tiree. 

kuldi (m.), cold—CullipoU p. 64 ; CaWalsb (Tiree) ; 
CoulabuSf I. 

kvi (f.), a pen, fold—Kvidale, ArdCbiavaig, I. 
Quiaisb, M. Quiaboi was milking place, and Quha, pen-- 
isle in old N. kviga, a heifer = Cicbeamaig (p. 129). 

dal-r (m.), a dale, valley, ^ar; -«, a very common 
terminal in Valley-names. 

Dan (m.), a Dane — Danna, Danes' isle. 

deigja (f.)i ^ dairymaid, or the same form and gender 
means a damp, or wetness — Degaisb, L. 

4]ap-r, deep—Dibidill (p. 97), de^-dale. Debadal, ]. 

drit (n.), dirt, or, better, drifa (f.), sleet— Driodale, L 

d^ (n.), mud, a bog—Doodll, I. Dlselg, M. 

d^ (n.), a deer, wild beast, -s ; -«, e.g. dprs^bom, the 
horn of a deer ; dyra^gardr, an enclosure for wild bectsts — 
Dlhra (p. 132}. Dihrinnls, P. 
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d^g (f.) is a cairn smaller than a baugr—Diseigf M. 

egg (f.), an edge, ridge, -«r; wi— Bige (p. 98). 

eid (n.), an isthmus, does not seem to appear often in 
Argyll names now, but Kintyre was Satiris-eid in the 
Orkney Saga. It is terminal -«j% freq. 

eik (f.), an oak, -«r; -^ir^Aigneig, V. GXtn-eikadale^ I. 

AA'T{m,),fire—Bnabus,l. BUmy,K, BUenig {Coll.). 

elg-r (m.), an elk, -«r; -^—Bilgadai^ A. Biligeir, V., 
and freq. is is many cases Gaelic {note). 

endi (m.), tie end—Basay, M. 

enni (n.), tAe forehead. It is used in old Norse in 
exactly the same sense as aoineadh (p. 12), a brow, steep 
crag, precipice, freq. Inagart, M. 

epja (f.)i cold, chilliness— BbadaiL 

erg (n.) seems to be Gaelic jdrigh, a shieling, borrowed 
into Norse. It appears terminal as -aiy freq. BmUd 
and Bmy^ M. Barrabus, I. 

ey (f.), an island, -ar; -a, common terminal as -a in 
Island-names — Bols'a^ Jur^a, Luag-4i, Ulv^a, Kerrat>a^ 
&c. 

ejrrr (f.), gravel-bank, ^^ ore^' — Borabus, Bomaig, I. 
Bona, M. BM8geir{p. 129). Briska (p. 69). 

fausk-r (m.), is a dry log dug out of the earth, and 
knowing how slight and fanciful a cause may be the 
origin and base of a name, this is quite likely in Pascadal, 
K. A. ; or perhaps fekxi (m.), a horse, is even better ; there- 
fore horse-dale. It seems to me quite impossible to be 
sure of the essential in Norse names where more than 
one base is equally possible. 

fjall, a hill, mountain, **fell," -s; -a, and its kindred 
hvaU (m.)» of the same meaning, occiu* terminally as 
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-bhal, -mal, -val, and -al, very frequently. It is diflBcult, 
without full local knowledge, to distinguish between this 
terminal and that from yoll-r, a field. FaUasgaig 
(p. Ill); Van/ (p. 127). 

fjara (f.), tAe eii-tide, beach— FeoMia, frequently. 

Qord-r (m.), a frith, ''fjord'' occurs terminally as -art, 
-ort— Suam-eart, S. Oriim-eart, L, and frequently. See 
p. 10. 

Qdfl (n.), a'caW'byre {ii^ cattle + bAs) — Pisbaish, M. 
Fishaig, Fesbim (Coll.). 

flsk-r (m.), a fish, -s ; -Sr-Fiskarg (Coll.)— Fisto-po/Z-r, 
a fish-pool, Fiska-skip, afish-ship, occui* in N. names. 

flat-r, fiat—Biadda, J. Fladda, J.M. Pladda (Lis.). 
Platey. 

fl6d; a "fiood," delude, avalanche, the sea, tide — F/od- 
sgelT (Eigg), and there is FlA<t (f .), low skerries, or reefs 
flooded 2X full tide (p. 151). 

fom, old^Fomasaig, \., the tom + bds+vlk, the old 
house-bay, Fomingiri^. 127). 

fors (m.), a rushing current, waterfalL Compare fors 
(m.), force — Glen-ibrs-i, M., the glen of the rushing river. 
Acha-Zo/s, the field of the water -fall, V. Eas-ibrs 
(p. 120). 

firakki (m.), a Personal name, and frakka (n.), a spear, 
come into Fracbdale, L Fracbadil, M. Pracadal, L 
Pmckersaig (Lis.). It is likely that Prakki was the spear- 
man, but sleaghach, daidheamh, &c., show that the name 
may have come by the same imagining, or as a trans- 
lation. 

Qrrsa, to gush or rush, akin to Fors, would well explain 
Loch-frissa, M., but there is no river sufficiently of that 
character flowing into the loch. The next best word is 
ftjosa, to freeze, and this is perhaps the correct attri- 
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butive. FresB (m.) is a tom-cat^ and streams are often 
named upon the cat. 

galm-r (m.), the roar of the sea — Qalmisdale (Eigg). 
aieana galmadale, V. There is a fern, noun, galma, of 
the same meaning, from which gaima^daie would come 
more directly. This last is only used in place-names, 
and Oamli (m.), an eagle, is quite possible. 

gard-r (m.), a ^^ yard^' court, enclosure, stronghold— 
Oardamail^ J. (Col.). Oarrisdale (Canna), J.I. Abhaixm- 
ghirdail, V. 

g&S (f.), agoose—Quesdale, K. Oeasgil^ M. 

gata (n.), a path, so in Horsgate, A., it is better to 
look upon the name as this word with brass, a horse, 
although the meaning remains the same, in the sense of 
horse-gate; as the proverb has it, ** gang yer gate" = go 
your way. 

geil (f .), a small, narrow glen, with a stream running 
in the bottom, is the Norse rendering, and the perfect 
picture of the north of England ghylL A " cut " of a 
hundred yards or so, down the face of a " moor," with 
its necessary trickle of a stream at the bottom, is the 
geil or gil (p. 156) idea, as left in the Yorkshire district by 
the Norseman. Allt na Oile, J., is the purest example 
of the acceptance of the word into Gaelic names that I 
have met with. Qiol, I. 

gerdi (n.), an enclosure, fenced field, akin to gard-r — 
Gart na geirrach, K. 

gja (f.), a rift, chasm— Qigba (p. 32). Oigalum (p. 33). 

gj6gr (f.), a rift, cleft— Oihlr-bheinn, I. Qibirdil 
(Rum). 

gnlpa (f.), apeak— 9! Ohxip. 

got (n.), spawning, and gota (f.), of same meaning. 
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may be a better and more pertinent meaning for Gott 
Bay than that which I have given (p. 127), but there are 
other possible renderings. Gaut-ar (pi.) was a Scandi- 
navian people from Western Sweden, and there is no 
reason at all why this Bay might not have been named 
upon them. Their own OauUlandy or Gothland, is cor- 
roboration of this. They would do it exactly on the 
same lines as our people would say Oamus nan Gall, 
the Bay of the strangers. QauUr is a poet-name for 
Odin. 

g51t-r (m.), a boar^ a hogs back, a ridge^ -s ; -« — Oidl- 
ghaliTO, K. kSaH-ghaliraig, C. 

grsenn and gniad^ green — QmiaeU^ green fields I. 

gr&r, gr^ — in two Qreasamall (island-rocks — ^Tiree). 

gras (n.), grass ^ herbage — Qrastle, L 

grfm-r (m.), a name of Odin (from grima (f.), a hoodf 
or cowl), because the god went about in disguise. Qrimr- 
was the serpent of old Norse poetry — Orimsa^ L Orim" 
sary (Coll). 

grfs (m.), apig—QHsbaisb^ M. Qrisipol (Coll). 

gr6t (f.), a fiit, hollow ^ ** gravel "-pit ^ -ar; ^^a-^XlrO' 
bol8, I. 

gronn-r, shallow ; gninn-r (n.), a shallow; gnm-r, a 
shoal; gnmn-r (m.), the ground, the bottom of the sea; 
gran, grain — from one or other of these come Qrun" 
dal^ J. ; Qruiaeart^ and (perhaps) Orianaig = grmna 
+ vik^ I. ; Oreensay^ Qreineal, M. 

grfla (f.), ogre, hag, + Had. I prefer this now, 
especially for a stream-name (see p. 152) — Qroulin^ A.l. 

gr^a (f.), a stone, ^^grit*' ; gi^t-r, stoney — Oroudle 

(P- 95)- 

gunn-r (f .), battle, war, fight— Ounaa (Coll.) — evidently 

a reminiscence of some severe day. 
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HAoo (m.) — Oladh Maco, I. Bol A{i)caia, V.— 
doubtful. 

hali (n.), shelter— Heylipol (Tiree), where -pol = Ao/, 
/arm, steading. 

htf (n.), the sea, the main—OMmB an t-baif, given in 
Gaelic as 0. an t-saimh (p. 131). 

hall-r, sloping, with t of the Gaelic Art., seems to be 
in TalUttol, K. ; Tallasgeir (p. 99). 

halm-r (m.), weeds, straw, sea-^weed — Haum, M. In 
Eigg it is Talm, with the t of Gael. Art — an t-Halio, and 
E. Thailm. 

h^r, high—Airidh an ba-bost (Coll.). Tallant, I., 
= an t'bat-laad; ttanais (p. 127). 

haug-r (m.), a **howe,*' cairn — Budha- and Baile- 
Hogb (Coll.). Ard na bhgba, Oa, I. Ard(t)oe, A. 

hauk-r (m.), a hawk — {T)ocamal and Tackamai, I. 

had {m.), hazel-^Haslam (Canna) = basl + bdim-n 

b^u {n.), a house, household, and hid, a den, lair — 
Hiaaisb and Hynisb (Tiree). 

h6U (m.), a hiU—Rossal, M. {brass + bdii). 

h6hn-r (m.), an island, " holm " occurs terminally as 
-am, 'O/Bj 'Um—Haslam (p. loi). Solum, I. Salum 
(p. 127). 

h6p (n.), a bay—ssi t-dban (Oban). Tigh an &6, K.. 

hrls (n.), brushwood) — Risabas, I. Risdal, L. Reisa- 
pot, S. ; but in the latter hreysi (n.), den, lair, is perhaps 
better, although the circumstances fit the other rendering 
well. I am not confident in placing Risga, A., under 
this base. 

hro88 (n.), a horse — ttorsgate, A., &c. See boU. 
Rossdal, M. 

htifl (n.), a house — Uisead, K., = {b6s + seUt). 
Oisneis, I., = {b6s + aes). 
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fma (f.)i €L she-wolff a giantess^ and imd (f.)» ^^ ogress, 
perhaps from the first idea of the grey or ember-colour 
of the she-wolf, and the character of the she-wolf again 
referred to the ogress. See j^m/r, p. 242. 

i6r (m.), a horse, is better for Borsa^ M., and perhaps 
for BonbaSf L, than that given (Eyrr, p. 227). 

Ivaar (m.), from which the Mac-Ivers of the West, is 
a pure N. name, perhaps derived from ffa, to struggle. 

Ug-r, low — Otga, A., = low island. Laig (Eigg) 
= low-wick. Budha Luidhaeis, L Leoig, L, is doubtful. 

lamb (n.), a lamb, -s ; -a — Drum-/em6/e, K., = lambm- 
fjail, lamb-hill. LamaamiSf Lamgedail, L 

land (n.), land—Tallant^ I., = an t-bd-r-laad, the high 
land. 

lang-r, long—Lang^, Y..\. ^ long-Water ; Laagao/sb 
(Canna), long-ness. Langadale^ I. Langamul^ M. LmO" 
gal, A., = longtown, or /arm. Longbaw, I., is probably a 
folk-rendering of Long-town {"bot). 

laut (f.), ^ pasture, hollow ground — in Laudal, V. 
Lang, a spring of water, or laof (n.), leaf, are possible. I 
know the place well, and I am not able to select from 
these — it fits them all. This once again shows the 
danger of being too sure. 

leid (f .)i w«^; road, or leid-r, loathed — in LeidU, L. 

leir (m.), loam, day — Lyrabus and Lurabus I.M. 
This is the meaning usually given, but I prefer llja (f.), 
mown grass, which gives the names perfectly, especially 
the first, and so well befits tie ghlas an fhe6ir. Leora 
and Leorin, I., come under these, but for Leoig I am 
afraid to suggest le6 (m.), a lion, + vlk, the best render- 
ing, although the animal comes into the home names 
of Norse — otherwise ][]&, mown grass, almost certainly. 
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lid (n.) is (i) a ship {cf. A.S. M, a fleet) ; (2) folk, a 
people, would do for LiddesdaJie, V., but hlid, a gcUe, 
comes even better into the pronunciation. Hlid, a side^ 
or a mountain side, would be more pertinent to the 
circumstances, but being fem., it seems to me impossible 
— it would not give the s. Librig (Tiree) seems to con- 
tain this with the gen. of -te/sr« 

lin (n.),/^;^— in Uadsaig, C. 

lind (f.), a well, spring— LinndtdU J. Orulin and 
PeoMin, freq. 

Ijoss, bright, light, clear, shining, seems to be the base 
in the river-names — Abhaixm-Irtfssa, Lussa-given^ in J. 
and in Lussa, K.I. The name is always short, so that 
^^'i gen. lys (f.), Lat. gadus (fish), is not acceptable. For 
the peculiar name Lassa-^given the only explanation that 
appears to me at all possible is that it is, by some strong 
outside influence, .I/irssa(dh)avin, that is, Luss-^ + Gaelic 
abhainn, a simple repetition and translation of the river- 
terminal — in the first part Norse, in the second Gaelic. 
LJosa^vattt, bright-wqter, occurs in N. names. 

\j58ff-a (f.)^ a chestnut-mare — Leasgamal, J. 

15g (n. pi.), laws; therefore, Log^madr, lawman, 
=: Lamont, Gael. Laomaiii. Onoc-Laomain, L. 

lyng (m.), heather, ^^ ling''— Ling, M. There is a 
poetical N. word lung^ a ship, which is looked upon as 
an assimilation from Gaelic long — Lung^a, M.J. 

maena, to project, jut out, whence mmna (f.), the spine ; 
mmnir (m.), the ridge of a house — Ard^mealsb, J. MiaiS" 
bail (Rum). 

m&r (m.), the sea-mew — Marasdal, I. Marsamal, J. 
Moriaisb, M. 

mel-r, sand-bank, especially if covered or bound by 
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" bent-grass/' or more correctly the " sea-reed" {Psamma, 
Gram.), called also " mat-weed " — all because it mats 
and binds the sand — Melbbacb, M. 

merg-r, narrow; mdrk (f.)i a march^ border -land^ 
forest — Margmdale^ L a' Mbsrgacb (Rum). Marg- 
moaagacbf K. 

mild (older myk-r) (f.), indeclinable, dung, " muck " — 
Migemess, L 

mdr (m.), a moor, heath, barren land, gen. m6ls — 
M6s(8)geirf M. Mod-r is used of a heap of snow and ice 
jutting into the sea. 

muli (m.), a jutting crag, a snout, Mull, -a; -a — Maoi 
Ohinntire, the Mull of Kintyre. This is always a sea- 
coast name, and has little or nothing to do with Gael, 
maol, bcdd, often used as a name for round inland 
mountains. 

monk-r (m.), a monk — Mungasdal, V., and perhaps 
Muaadale, K., but I think mtb (f.)i a mousey is more likely 
in Miisdal, R., and Eilean MbiHsdil (Lis.). 

m^ (n.), a midge, gnat, -s ; -«, or Ii\j6-r, small, narrow 
—Ard'Oiynisb, K. Achadh Mbinisb (Gigha). Mibost 
(Coll.). Mudie, V. Misbaisb, M. Musdale, P. ilf/- 
vatn (Icel.). 

naust (n.), a sheep-shed, boat-house, shed—Nostalg, L 
nes (n.), a ^'ness/' nose, naze. Point — Ard-nisb, I. 
Criaisbj Misbaisb, Quinisb, Trisbnisb^ M., and freq. 
nidri, " nether," lower— Nembols, Nereby, Nerabus, L 

oltr, a wood, woody ; oir (n.), a scar, notch ; 6m (m.), 
an eagle, gen. amar; -a, and 6ron (m.), a mackerel, occur 
in Loch-OitKla/c, K. Orsay, L Oronsay (perhaps), V. 
(Coll.) and (Col.). For this last name OrfMs-ey has been 
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given by Prof. MacKinnon as said of islands which are 
only islands at full tide, and the fact usually fits. 

6gn (f.), dread, terror, or 6n (f.), Aope — Ona^ L. 

ok (n.), a yoke, may be in Ockle^ A. The first syllable 
is very strongly aspirated — I think too strongly for 
haukrT^ a hawk. 

Olaf (m.), the Proper name Olave — Bail' Ola, Oils- 
tadb, I. Olosary (Ulva). Dun-CJ/Za, L. (Dunolly), pre- 
sents one or two difficulties. It is usually accepted to 
mean Olaf's stronghold, but there is (i) a difficulty in 
that the vowel sound of Gaelic is 6 short, not 6, as in the 
name and in the places named upon it ; (2) the ''Annals 
of Ulster " has it that Ecfrid of Northumbria combussit 
Dun-OUaigh, A.D. 686, long before the accepted Norse 
Invasion, and " Tighearnach " has, A.D. 714 — Dun-Onlaig 
construitur apud Selbacum. This Sealbhach was son of 
Fearchar Fada, and a brave man, chief of the Cineil 
Loarn, who died A.D. 697 — Ferchar Fota moritur. — Ttgh, 
It follows, therefore, either that the Annals are not 
reliable, or that the name is not from Olaf — a purely 
Norse name — or that the Norseman was here long before 
the historical invasion, which is not at all improbable. 

org (n.), a howling, screaming; or better, orri (m.), a 
moor/owl; (2) a Personal name, Orri; (3) afight—Orval 
(Rum). OWs^re/r (Tiree). Oragaig, K. 

orm-r (m.), a snake, ^^ worm,'' -s; ^^—Ormsary^ K,, 
rrzOrms-'gardr. Ormsaig^ A.L.M. Oltasa (Col.) seems 
to be the same as Ormsa, J. Ormaig^ M.R. Ormadal^ C. 
BuH'Ormidale^ L. Tormisaig and -dale, I., with the 
effect of the Gael. Art. an t-Ormsaig. 

dsp (f.), the aspen-tree — Ospidal. 

dsk-r (n.), roaring, bellowing, as a bull — Allt-£as^- 
dail^ v., which is very appropriate. Bsknisb, R. 
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688 (m.), the outlet of a river or lake — Xros^ M. Osm^ 
maiif L Osaishf L, but see bAs. 

ozi (m.), an ox. It is used for a proper name, as tt//-r 
is, but it seems to have got forced into the Gaelic form 
in Oskamalf M., ox-hill. 

papi (m.), ''papa;' priest, **pope"—Papmdll (Rum). 
Pre8t-r is 2lIso priest, but the persa in Persabus, I., I have 
not met, and this is most likely a Gaelic rendering. 
Peana, a parson, of an older N. form in the first part, 
but retaining the N. 'bus. 

poll-r (m.), pond, pool, is the same Nas Gael, poll in 
meaning and origin. It is a very frequent terminal, but 
it must be distinguished carefully from -bo/, which some- 
times becomes ^poi — Loch-i4sapo/, M. PoUachie, M. 
(perhaps better as Gael, poll-ach-aidh). Vaaapoi (Tiree). 
OuM'Bbitcepol (gen. of Borg^r + poll-r). 

pnid-r, fine, magnificent, I venture to offer as base of 
Proaig, I. Mr. Macneill says it is N. breidlr, broad, + v/fc, 
but this does not come easily, and I am quite sure he 
will not object to my rendering, whether correct or not. 

r& (f.), a roe; r4 (f.)f a nook ; reyr-r (m.), a cairn; 
nyT'T, the common river-reed, ^ar; -«; r6r, calm, quiet; 
reyd-r (f .), a trout — one or other come into many names, 
but local knowledge and observation is necessary to 
determine which, in Rarey, Raireig, M. 

rakki (m.), a dog; -a ; -a—Racadal, K. (p. 36). There 
is rakki, straight, rak-r, damp, and hrak, poor, wretched, 
any one of which is possible from the language side. 
The pertinent fact only in the place can make sure. 

rang-r, " wrong;' awry — Rangal (Rum), meaning the 
awry field, with reference to the lie of the land. 

rani (m.), a hogs snout, hog-backed hill. This seems to 
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be the base element in Glenramskil, which appears to be 
an error for Glen-nniS'giL If not this, it must be from 
nta, strongs swift^ referring to its stream. 

raud-r, red—Robols, I. RudaJie, K.R. Reudte, U., 
are all, I think, from this word. 

regn (n.), rain — Raiahergf J., rain-hill. This is the 
only true instance I have met of terminal -Aeiy, the 
general name in Teutonic speech for a mountain, but in 
N. it seems to have been limited to a rock or even a steep 
rock like a stalla (p. 239). 

reynir (m.), the rowan tree — Rbonadale, K. Raoampol 
(Rum). Raonasta, I. Ruinsival (Rum) — though this is 
doubtful. R6ni (m.), friend^ counsellor^ is quite possible 
for this latter name. 

sain (m.), refuse of hay, &c., left by cattle + baug^r, in 
SaUgo, I. 

salt (n.), salt-^Saltaig (Tiree) = salt-wick. 

aand-r (m.), sand—Sanday (Canna), Saaaa, A., are 
for sand or sandy island. Sandaig (Tiree), Saaaaig, I.J., 
are sandy-wick or bay. Inbher-Saiid!s, G. Glen-5aiiils, 
v., are the sandy river. Saddei, K., is for sandy dale. The 
second elements being -ey, island, -vik, day, -^l, river, 
-'dal-r, dale. 

sauit-r (m.), a sheep— Soa (Tiree, Coll). Soy (Coll) is 
sheep-isle. Sosdaig, L. Soroba, L., can only be referred 
to Soig (f.), sorrow, for some remote reason. 

flkalli (m.), a bald head, extended to a headland, and 
Bk&li (m.), a shelling, ^A^rf— Sgallanish, J.M.V. (Coll). 
Sgaiiasaig (Col.). Sca{n)Ustle, 1. ScaUasthf M. And 
knowing the Norse tendency to name places upon 
animals, skolli (m.), a fox, is to be kept in mind, and even 
skel (f.), a shell, freq. in names. 
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skamm-r, short— ScammadaU S.R.J. 

sk&ri (m.), a young seamew. Scarrabus, I . Scaninisb 
(Tiree). Scanisdale, M. 

8katt-r (m.), a tax, ^'scatl* tniute—lahheT-scat'-daief G. 

skei(t (£.), a ship, war galley — Ard-skeiaisb (Coll), or 
skeif^r, askew, aslant. Skeidar^, galley-river, is in 
old N. 

sker (n.), a skerry, is a very common name for sea- 
rocks which are covered at high tide. I have no ex- 
planation to offer for the inland names into which this 
word enters, like Skeroblia, K. Skcrrois, L 

skiki (m.), a narrow belt or strip of land, usually 
terminal, as 'Sgalg. akagi (m.), a ness, Point— Alaagaig, M . 

skip (n.), a ship, -s ; ^^—Skipness, K. = skipa + lies. 
Sglobanisb (Col.). Sglba = Shipton, the old name for 
Port Charlotte, I. Skible, K., is of the same meaning. 

8kj61 (n.), shelter— EHwn, ScouU, C. 

flkoda, to view, look-out, " scout."— Scodaig, R. Airidh- 
sgodaisb, K. 

8kog-r (m.), a wood—Ascog, C. =: aak^ar + skogr^ the 
Ashr-wood. 

flkrida (f.), a landslip, whence Gael, sgiidaa, of the 
same meaning, frequent — Loch Sgridain and Sgridhiiui» 
M. A kindred word, skridi (m.), is that in Scresort (Rum). 

8krum-r (f.), the brown gull—Scrtnadal, ]. 

skord-r (m.), a monster, portent, phenomenon — Sgaoit> 
sball (Rum). 

sail (f.), a string, I am afraid to refer the river Seile 
to this base, although I can see nothing against it but a 
kind of history which is daily becoming more doubtful 
to me. The same with respect to Loch-iall. I cannot 
see any explanation at all of the name but the simple 
Gael. iftU, a thong, which seems to be appropriately 
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fanciful. There is old iall, a flock ofbirdsy which, so far 
as language is concerned, might fit, but it is not readily 
acceptable. In old documents it is given as Loch-etle, 
from which the name comes easily, but I cannot suggest 
a clear meaning from this form. 

8et-r (n.), a residence, '' seatl' hoUing^Acanaid, freq. 
is made up of akkeri + se#-r. Saet'i (f .), also of same 
meaning. Baraflaid, L, may be AH + seir, the residence 
o/Ari {p. 222). 

Bffora (f .), " score/' noUh—Sgorinnis (Coll), but there 
is here the possibility of the name being Gaelic. This is 
the same word as Sgdrr (p. xiv.}. 

qji-r (m.), the sea — Sbirm, R. » SJmr-^, sea-river. 
Sbiaba, M. ^ sea totun. 

I(j6n (f.)> sight; a sighting or watching-place — Sbtnm, 
C.P.R. = the watching isU. SbiUn-bbelna, I. =s the ivatch- 
ing hill. 

ami, small, little— SmmuH I. ^SmA + {bb)ol, Littleton— 
preferable here to smdli, smaU'cattle, sheep. 

sngorr (n.), butter, fat — Smerby^ K. = Butter-ton. 
There is Beinn-ime and Drochaid-ime at the upper end 
of Loch Lomond conveying the same idea in Gaelic 
— butter-Ben and Butter-bridge. The terminal "by 
(tee-i) is not at all common. It is Danish rather than 
Norse. Frequent in the North and East of England. 
There are only a few instances in Argyll. 

8l\j6-r (m.), snow — Snoig (Tiree), snow-Bay. 

Stakk-r (m.), a '' stack;' precipice— kaiSh-staic, K. 

Stada (f.) and stad-r (m.), a steading, farm, homestead. 
See BoL 

8taf-r (m.), a " staff I' a columnar, steep, rock — in Staif-A 
for evident reason, and in Staffnisb^ K. Duostaffnisb. 

stalli (m.), a heathen altar, is secondary to siaU^r {m.). 
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a blocks or rather a ledge of rock — 5te//«cte-dabhay A«, 
with strong Gaelic infection (p. 94). Creaclia-ste/(Tiree). 

steinn (m.)» ^ *^^^^ — possible always in such names 
as StaoiniBha, Staoiniseiff, &c. 

Sljama (f.}> ^ star^ and S^6m^ " j/^^-age/' order, rule, 
might be in Loch Stomoway^ K., but with much pre- 
judice towards St/om-'Mr + Vof-r, bay, creek, " voe!* 

8tokk-r (m.)i a stock, block — Glen Stockmdale^ P. 

8t6r-9 great — Stor^chdaig^ I. 

Stranm-r (m.)i ^ stream, current— Sircmnisb^ L 

stUia (f.), /*^ gannet, '* solan "-goose — Solum, I. If, 
however, the base has the long sound s61 (t), the sun. 

siuma (f .)i the sun, and sume, Adv., j£?i^/i, are from the 
same source, and in the first sense they are of the 
same meaning. The south to the Norseman was, and is, 
the sun — at its best — Sunmdal^ K. Sunmpai. Beixm 
Thunagaraidb (Th for Sh), M. 

svart-r, black— Sumrdail, A. 

sveimi (m.), a boy, lad, secondarily a proper name, 
Sveinn, as in Sualaeart = Sweyn's fiord. Suaineport^ A. 
Loch-Sweyn, K., but see p. 136. 

tangi (m.), a tongue of land — Tangy, K. Rudha 
TbangalHdb, p. 99. Rudha na Tangaidb^ L The Gael, 
teanga of kindred origin and of the same meaning might 
be as pertinently offered in these names. 

Thorkil is a personal name = Thorns kettle. The name 
comes from a rite of the old Norse religion — ^the kettle, or 
a vessel so named, being a vessel put to sacred use. We 
have the name personally in Aharcle, A. == AXh-TborcuU, 
Torquit s ford, and in M. as Leth-TlioiYw//, Z.V half (of 
land). 

Thdrr (m.), the god Thor—TorHsdale, K.=: Thort^s 
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daU. Tona, R. = Tier's is/and. OhmoB-tbrsa, A. Ard- 
Tbr-nish^ I.V. Toradai^ Torrabois^ I. Torosay^ M. 

topt (f.), "fo/t," a '* green'' garth, ^r^/— perhaps the 
same as Gael, doid, a croft, kolding-^ToiUdubh^ K., the 
black'toft. 

torfo (n.), tuff'in Torrabots^ I., or torg (n.), a market- 
place, is possible — if the history fits. The latter would 
come in easier under the Gaelic influence. 

tr^ (n.), a tree—Tresbnlsb^ M. TtisMg^ G. Lochan- 
iresdilf (Lis.), in which last name 'dil may be -git (n.), a 
ghyU— the 5 always seeks <l or # to follow. 

tr6d (f.), pasture-land— Trodigal, K. Tntdemisb^ I., 
with which compare Troiemisb in Skye, which is clearly 
the same name ; and trdd (n.), faggot-wood, seems to be 
the base in QXtvi-trosdale^ J. 

troll (n.), a giant, the ^* devil** of the Norse creed — 
Drolsay^ L 

Uffla (f.), an awl—Ulgadale^ K. » owl-dale. 

ulf-r (m.), a wolf—Viva^ wolf-island, and M. Vluvalt^ 
yi., wolf-bum. Qlwaa-ulIUbb,]. BaU'-C///M, L 

nil (f.), wool—UiUinisb, M., Wool-ness. 

tlrr (m.), the ur-ox, or Utit-r-^Univalg {CoW and Tiree). 
Urugaig [Col). 

lit = out, in the full sense of outside, outstanding, &c. 
—Udmail, M. 

y&g-r (m.), a bay, " voe** — see SU6m. 

vatB, of water— Vasapol {Tiree). 

YOU-r (m.), afield; comes as a frequent terminal, as 
•mbal and •mai—Lag'^l-gorve - /v-r + vo//-r + Gael, 
garbh. 

vfk (f .), a bay, " wick " — in Gaelic as tfig. C, and freq. 
as terminal ^g — Loch-uigedail, L 

yflr, '* iw^r/' upper, N. yfir-madr, an over-man, master. 

Q 
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Yfit^Imnd^ the over-land^ the against-land ; compare Oitir 
(p. 44)— ///enl«/e, K. 

^mir (m.) and ;^ma (f.) were giants of the old Norse 
imagination. The word comes easily into Imenay^ I. 
Compare the similar use of Thor, &c. The word 
imA (f.), dustf asheSf embers (the colour of), may be the 
idea in the giants' name first, and again in the island 
name. Compare the Gaelic Biabhach mdr (p. xix.}. 
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Thbsb notes are meant to pick up omissions, to make correc- 
tions, and to throw fuller light upon some difficult names. 

Page 19. "Dooros and Dooms, that is, dubh-ros, signifies 
black wood in the South (of Ireland), and black promontory in the 
North" (J., ii. 26a). 

Page 24. cairbh, a carcass^ but corb, a waggon or shd^ is 
possible, with exceptional agreement. The root idea is wicker, 
referring to the " basket " character of early chariots (Mb) — Lat. 
corbis, a basket 

Pag€ 25. Sceamh, the Irish Gaelic for the common wall-fem 
(Polypodium vulgare\ which fits Arinascavach well 

Page 27. It is impossible for names to keep their correct 
forms where their meaning is not understood. Glemanuil might 
be quite rightly for Oleann na Maoile, tht glen of the Mull 

Page 28. Campbeltown was of old Oeaim-loclia^ or more 
fully, Oeann-locha Mluc-Oiarain. Kilkerran is on the south 
shore of the loch. 

Page 29. In Gartgunnal the first part is clear. It is gart 
(p. 15). I have ventured -dhuineil for the second part In its 
secondary meaning it is used of kindly land, as coarse and even 
fierce are used of the other kind of land. There is confirmation 
in that in Margmonagach « N. mdis'+monadhach the g with- 
out doubt takes the place of dh. Monadhan, however, the bog- 
berry^ fits the name exactly. 

Pc^e 30. Skeroblin, and the names akin, I have found most 
trying. It would be easy to ofifer theories regarding such names, 
but what I cannot confidently accept myself, I prefer not to offer 
others. There is, however, the peculiar fact that sea-names are 
frequently found inland. 

«43 
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Pdgt 31. There was an eascairt in old Gaelic meaning coarse 
lint^ and there is in Irish names deascairt and t1ia(th)8Cairt, 
the South- and North-airt. 

Pag^ 31. I^eleiridhe I am not sure of, but I have given the 
only meaning that appears to me possible, mighe (p. 19) and 
Mireadh, torment^ or sufferings or hardship. There may be a 
history in the name. 

Page 41. I prefer this rendering (the pool or pond beside the 
loch) to others that are possible — it is appropriate as r^ards 
position, but the native pronunciation is a shade against it. 
Poll tal(amh)ach, the earthy ponds might appear to some to 
be even better. 

Page 44. There is a BOniiach in Irish names which would 
give Soxmachan readily. It means "a wall, mound, rampart, 
or circular enclosure." 

P^g^ 45- 1 gave the genealogy of the kings and rulers of 
Dalriada rather fully in the London Scotsman in 1903, but it 
cannot be repeated here for want of space. Erc was of the 
seventh generation in direct descent from Ooxm Oeudchathachy 
Conn of the Hundred Battles^ high monarch of Erin, who was slain 
A.D. 157. The three sons of Erc came into Kintyre and the 
present Argyll a.d. 498 — namely, Fergus mdr, Loarn, and 
Angus. Fergus mor mac Erca cum gente partem Britanniae 
tenuity et ibi mortuus est a.d. 501. — Tigh. Ooxnghall was the 
son of Domangairt and grandson of Fergus mdr. It was Comg- 
hairs son, Conall, who gave lona to Colum Cille — bass Conaili 
mac Comgaill Ri Dalriada xiii anno regni sui^ qui offeravit 
insulam lae Colum Ciller a.d. 574. — Tigh, 

Oomhal, a joinings and even COmhdhail, a meetings are both 
within easy reach of the circumstances of the district — the first 
particularly so. I prefer it to the traditionary explanation in 
view of the joining of the waters there — the Firth of Clyde, Lroch 
Striven, Loch Riddon, and the Kyles of Bute. 

Page 46. This is lint-bay from neut. N. liBts^s, There is a 
terminal -lin in names, which I have found very difficult to be 
clear upon, e.g. Braglin, L. (p. 58), Craiglin, K., Creaglan, L.R., 
Dbiriin, Ederlin (p. 40), Feoirlin, C.K., Griilin, A.I. I think 
my rendering of Braglin is right. Craiglin, Ederlin, Febirlin 
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(notwithstanding p. 48), and Griilin almost certainly contain — 
linne, a pool^ Unn^ N. Hnd^ a weii^ springs &c., and even the 
origin of Doirlin (p. 15) I am in doubt about — it may be the 
same. 

Page 49. Although I give the usually accepted rendering of 
Glendaruel, I am not satisfied with it, because (i) there are not 
two characteristic streams to explain the name; (2) because 
maidh + eily in a single sense, is quite appropriate; (3) because 
I can easily see how the Art. na may have hardened into cUki 
which may have been taken in time for djt — and for other 
reasons. My whole feeling is towards Oleann na maidll-eil — 
from the river Buaidh, cf^ the same name in the Braes of 
Lochaber, and the older records of the name do not show da. 

Pag€ 49. Striven is not Gaelic, nor is Straven, but the latter 
is nearer to Gaelic, and perhaps the best rendering of the name 
would be Strath-aven, both parts being an English rendering of 
the Gaelic Srath + abhainni the river Strath, upon which Glen 
Striven also is named. 

Page 53. The local rendering is Loch Aire. I do not attach 
much importance to this, because the very strong guttural c (k) 
which must come by the contraction of the end syllable of Each- 
aig, is quite sufficient to explain this form. On second thought, 
I prefer to make the river Each-aig, rather than the district, the 
starting-point of the several names. 

Page 52. Mr. Whyte has suggested lan-eileaii, bird-island^ 
for Indian. I was against this, because of the strong accent 
upon the second syllable ; this rendering would entail it on the 
first syllable. But two things have brought me to believe that he 
is right — (i) the English influence, as seen in Ardinkdam (p. 50), 
and (2) the fact that the small island here is in translation given 
as the Perch — of the bird, presumably. 

Page 57. Dr. Joyce has an interesting note regarding this 
form (ii. 263): *'At the bottom of some steep bogs there is 
found a half-liquid stuff as black as jet, which was formerly used 
by the peasantry all over Ireland for dyeing black, and is still 
used in remote districts. It served its purpose admirably well, 
giving frieze and other woollens an exceUent dye. Many of the 
places where this dye-stuff was found are still indicated by their 
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names.'' Pollandoo, Pollandooey, and Pollandoohy are frequent 
in Ireland. Local knowledge is necessary in order to be sure 
that this is the meaning of the names in Argyll. (See p. 99.) 

^(^i^ 58. Bail' an dedra has involved in it an eictremely 
important history, well told by Mr. Carmichael in his great work, 
Carmina Gadelica^ at p. 259, vol. ii. This dedra» pilgrim^ 
almoner^ is the source of the personal name Dewar, and Bail* 
an dedra was the home of the Campbells who were almoners of 
the priory of Ardchattain, founded a.d. 1230, one of whom was 
called the "dedra mdr/' the Great Dewaty from whose son, 
Walter Campbell of Kincardine, "it is almost if not wholly cer- 
tain '' that Robert Bums was descended. Near Bail' an dedir, 
in Glen-16nain, was the home of the ** Rusgain," or Ruskins, of 
whom was the late prose-poet — ^John Ruskin. From this same 
nest of genius came the late Rev. Archibald Clerk, LL.D., the 
accomplished scholar, who translated and edited " Ossian," at the 
desire and expense of the late Marquis of Bute. Of these 
Dewars also — but from the island of Lismore— came David 
Livingstone. His people were almoners of the Church of St 
Moluag (p. 172), the cathedral church of the See of Argyll, 
founded a.d. 1200. The name Livingstone is in Gaelic Hac 
an L^ighy of a clan of \i!txedX\j^ physicians said to be descended 
from the Beatons who are so famous in the medical history of 
Scotland See my Gaelic Medical MS, ^1563, in Trans. Caled. 
Med. Society, April 1902. This is not a bad contribution of 
manliness from this small corner of the earth — and there were 
others. 

Page 59. Omit is a harp^ from the same root as OToit, a 
hump or a benty round things therefore a round hillock^ of which 
this name may be the simple plural form. The king-fisher is 
cmitein, the crouched or bent-^ne^ and croitear is a harper. 
The stream may be emit, bent^ + an, water. 

Page 66. Two meanings are possible for Ardentinny. It may 
be, and most likely is, the height on which warning fires were 
lit — for the aid of mariners or in times of invasion ; or it may be 
that needfires were lit here on ist May — Bealtainn Day — as a 
propitiatory rite to the god Bel or Baal. See a full description^ 
C. G., p. 340, voL ii. 
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Page 67. Or^ran is a difficult name. The -an is, I think, 
certainly the river-ending (p. 49), and this suggests that the first 
part is Gaelic, although it is difficult to make out Several words 
are possible, but I doubt them all so much that I do not give 
them. 

Page 70. Teitheil might be better referred to the river-name 
in -eil+teth, Ao/; and Ceitlein (p. 70) may perhaps be rather 
named on the stream -an, -ein with e^is, a pig — an old word. 

Page 71. Urchaidh (the XL should be short— not long, as 
given) shows in its termination -aidh, a common river-ending, 
e.g, Ldch-aidh, lUdl-idh; and it is only a fair guess if I 
suggest that the first part is related to that in nr-ch-air, a shot^ 
referring to the remarkable straightness of the river in its long 
course. There is, however, old Gaelic ore, a Salman^ which is 
better, orcc din ainm do bratan (Cor. 129), oroc therefore a 
name for a salmon. The gen. in oi would come easily, e.g. 
bolg, bnilff, &C. The fame of the river for salmon has travelled 
far. 

Page 71. With respect to Fiodhan^ it may be noted that 
fiodhag is the bird-cherry tree. 

Page 72. ''A tradition still exists among the old people of 
the place that the Ruskins were 'Inchd ceaird,' artisans^ 
draoinich, sculptors. There were schools of sculpture in the 
Highlands. One was Innifl-draoinich, Loch Awe — a few miles 
firom the home of the Ruskins — Glenlbnain. Innifl-draoinich 
means t?ie isle of the sculptors.** Surely when we know of the 
author of The Stones of Venice we must, even more than ever, 
respect the wonderful wisdom of our Gaelic proverbs, of which 
one says ggoiltidli an dnalachas a' chreag, heredity will 
deave (or split) the rock. Ruskin remained in all his life the 
sculptor — from Glenlbnain. Livingstone, as Mr. Carmichael so 
well says, cleaved his way through harder rocks than any of his 
kindred ever faced at Bachull in Lismore. It is peculiar that 
the farm should now be called The Crozier^ that is, however, 
because the older governing words have fallen out 

Page 72. Within a few hundred yards of Innis-draoinich is 
Innis-ail, which Mr. Carmichael says is Inni8 + idl| beautiful 
isle — true certainly in fact, even if, on the side of language, there 
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may be room to doubt. *' There was a house of Cistercian nuns 
here, and an ancient burying-ground, and there are ancient 
sculptured stones, probably unexcelled for beauty of design and 
of execution." 

Page 72. Oleann-sratha is appropriate, and it is good Gaelic 
and good form, but there is a srae or srfteth in Irish names, 
which means a mill-race. It is vocally a better rendering here 
— if the mill-race was or is there. 

Page 73. Lios is always a stronghold in Irish names. 

Page 81. In Scottish Gaelic this is the meaning of dadh 
always, but in Irish names it means a mound, dyke, or rampart. 
The two usages need not be very different — the words are certainly 
the same. ' 

Page 81. Conaghleann is the glen of the Oona river, and 
this again is an animal-named river like BJl»bJ^ + a, Each- 
aig., 

Page 91. Horsegate may come from N. hros8-\-gMta^ horse- 
patky and though of the same meaning better so than from 
English. 

Page 97. Innsir shows the peculiar terminal -ir, which I 
have now come to believe is always a river or stream terminal 
perhaps the same in origin as that of rvo-er itself. Liver (59), 
Duisker (146), Beigir (155), Lobhair (44), all show it. 

Page 10 1. Conaigearaidh is on the same lines as Conasairidh 
with Oon as base and aig, a8 + Jkiridh. 

Page 105. There is an old word eiligeir, which seems to 
have meant trap for large animals — perhaps for elks — in very 
much the same way as Oairidh was a trap for fish (p. 138). 

Page 106. Loch-tiacais is most difficult. The name is 
Gaelic in grammar clearly, but I know nothing approaching 
tiac in the language except the gerund form tigheachd^ or 
teachd, of the irregular verb to come. Tigheachd-aifl is not at 
all far fetched. The only other suggestion that I can offer is 
that the base may be N. iiock^ thick^ dense^ but I cannot see any 
fitness, and the Norseman is not much in evidence here. 

Page no. Beixm-bhilgain seems to be B. bhudhagaizL, 

from budh-ag, a bundle of straw ; but the old buaf, a frogt 
toad^ snake (which remains in blia(f)'gliallail, groundsel^ or 
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rather the yellow ragweed — Senecio vtscosus) may easily form the 
name B. bhaa(fh)ag-ain. 

Page 112. Loch Spelvie, locally Loch-sp^ilbh or L. Sp^il- 
bhidh, seems to be named upon a river or stream of which 
I can find no trace. The name is Gaelic. Speil means a herd 
of catthy and this with terminal -aibh> or aidh, would give the 
name without much difficulty, and would be quite consistent 
with Loch-bJk and the other animal river-names. Sp^il, slide 
or skate^ is not very acceptable as the base, although Loch-frisa 
(p. 228) would seem to give it some countenance. 

Page 114. Blth in the sense of quiets peaceful^ humble is 
quite familiar. There is a proverb, Oho blth ri luch for 
ladhar a Chait, as quiet as a mouse under the *' hoof^ of the cat. 

Page T15. Oaimel, upon which the glen is named, though 
not familiar modem Gaelic, is certainly CJkin-eil, the fair or 
white river — the same stem as in Cain-nech (p. 171), the fair one. 
The only other word which approaches the name is Oaineal, 
cinnamon^ Lat. canella^ which is out of the question here. The 
word has secondary meanings even into the province of conduct 
and morals, just as English says a " fair '' man. 

Page 117. Lochdon, if my interpretation is right, refers to 
the depth of the loch into the land, rather than to its actual 
depth of water. 

Page 120. Bellart River is like Tarbert River, S., and many 
others, named upon their place and position — ^in this case from 
beol-ard, high mouth — another fanciful body-name, referring to 
a high openings which gives the place its name. 

Pc^e 123. Heart occurs in Irish names as beartrach, 
meaning a sand-bank (J. ii. 387). 

Page 127. StJUl seems to come by this way of stagnum^ 
because the accent is long ; otherwise, fltaniia, a tuby vat^ would 
do — as in Aird-tuma. 

Page 127. Ruaig is the adj. ruadh, r^i/ (Colours) + aif, the 
red-land or district. I thought at first that the terminal might 
be -v/A; which would make the name Norse, but I am satisfied 
that it is not so. 

Page 128. The word br^id, like many others, has degraded 
from its first meaning. It was, in its best usage, a square of fine 
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white Unen donned by a young woman on the first day of her 
married life — ^as the sign of wifehood. It was festened to the hair 
as a three^omered kertch, and was very becoming. The sail 
of a boat is also called br^id poetically, and that perhaps is 
the meaning here. 

Page 129. Bril in Gaelic means a belly ^ bulgingy or openv^ 
out of a lake or sea-loch, e,g. a' bhril mhOT on Loch Sunart 
Here, however, the position is entirely against the Gaelic word — 
as is also the grammar. Although N. br& is fem., it here has 
the Gael, masc article. This, however, is not uncommon. See 
ytk^ p. 241. 

Page 129. Trealamh is a gathering of substances — in this 
case most likely of sea-wrack and perhaps wreckage. 

Page 131. Although Samh is here given in Gaelic form, it is 
certain that the word is N. hai, the sea or the main ocean. 
Several of our Gaelic poets have used the word clearly in this 
sense. The word and name is therefore (Camus) an t-half^ 
with the Gaelic article and genitive form — "ftiaim an t- 
saimh " (baf) is the roar of the sea. 

Page 135. This loch is not a mile long, nor a mile from any- 
where in particular. The name should most likely be Loch a' 
bhile, which is fitting to the sharp rise of nearly 600 feet imme- 
diately behind it. 

Page 135. Reeves maintains that the true and original Coire- 
Bhreacain is in the Sound between the island of Rathlin and 
County Antrim, and that the Coiie-Bhreacain between Scarba 
and Jura is only a name borrowed by the monks of lona — ^to fit 
a similar case. See Reeves' Adamnan^ p. 29, and his Ecc, Ant., 
p. 289. There is room to doubt this, but it caimot be discussed 
here. 

Page 136. The early custom of treating criminals, or '* sinners," 
in the Highlands seems to have been to hang the men and drown 
the women. There is no fem. word in Gaelic equivalent to the 
masc. crochaire. Perhaps there is a shade of delicacy in the 
fact. 

Page 147. The word giilir seems to mean essentially a cleft, 
whence the giilir, gill-deft of fish. It comes easily into a 
mountain name. 
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Page 148. Samll is the Rumex acetosa^ or perhaps preferably, 
R, acetosella^ or sheep-sorrel. 

Page 149. Tiompan in Irish names means a hillock and a 
standing stone. 

Page 150. Coultorsay is misleading, with the accent forward; 
but the right form, Otd-Mrs-aj^, keeping the middle accent, 
makes the name quite plain, and there is confirmation of this 
rendering in the Gaelic name associated with and close to it — 
Once a' chiiil. 

Page 150. Mr. Macneill says the name came from the fact 
that raw lint was here soaked before preparation. 

Page 152. Olamar is a smith's vice^ and glamaire is a 
greedy man — the ideas may be akin. The snapping, or rather 
gulping^ of a big dog is glamadh ; and perhaps the best under- 
standing of the word is in its full Gaelic pronimciation. Why 
this Point is given this peculiar name I cannot say. 

Page 157. Proaig is difficult. It is almost certainly Norse in 
both parts. The first part is the difficulty. I do not think it 
can be brtitt-r^ and the only N. word I can at all suggest is 
pruit'T^fine ox grand. 

Page 158. " In early ages, before the extension of cultivation 
and drainage, the roads through the country must have been 
interrupted by bogs and morasses which, when practicable, were 
made passable by causeways — made of branches of trees, 
bushes, earth, and stones. They were called by the name of 

tdchar"(J.i. 374). 

Page 179. His Grace the Duke of Argyll writes me: — "I 
think you must refer to the Bachul of St. Moluac, the upper 
portion of which, minus part of the crook and minus the silver 
and the bronze covering, is in my possession — safe under lock 
and key. The tiny bronze nails are still in it, and smaU inner 
bronze covering are still adhering to them in one or two places. 
I suppose it to be the oldest church relic in Scotland. But, ' it 
is nothing to see.' The only good one (that of St. Fillan) was, 
as you know, found by Professor Wilson in Canada." 
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I put the ''difficult" names only (p. 22) in the index. I try to put the 
essential, descriptive part of a name as well forward as possible, and 
I sometimes use the admittedly wrong current form if I think it may 
&cilitAte the reference. Where the gen. is given first the governing 
word follows. The index shows no distinction of the several languages 
that occur in the book. I use a few contractions — B. for beinn, a kilij 
R. for radhftk a paint; £. for eilean, an island; P. for port. 
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